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Ruth 2:1. Naomi's husbaqg had an old associate (gnorimos), who was very well-to-do
and of the family of “Abimalech., named BOAZ.
2. And Ruth the Moabitess (active and observant) suggested that it would be a
good idea if she went to pick up something (synaxo) among the sheaves and

probably make a good impression on someone reaping ahead of her.

3. So she went and gglgned in the field behind the reapers.

And it JUST BAPPENED (very emphatic: periepesen perptomati=by the veriest
accident Is this ironie? Acco-ding to the Encl. Judaica 14, the careful
lannig afhd cleverness of the woman is the main idea of the story, which
closely parallels that of TAMAR
that she worked over into the part of the fiJed that belonged to BOAZ.

[What did SHE know about the custom of Deut.
4. BOAZ came from Bethlehem and blessed the Reapers who returned the blessing/
stood among the reapers
5. And Boaz asked the PAIDARION who/dwiwinim (exactly the same termm used for Sam-
son at the harvest festival), '"Who is this young woman', "'

[In Ruth there are no indirect quotations: Evaryone speaks his part, as
in a scemarioe
6. And TO PAIDARION who stood at the head of the reapers (like a chor) said:
"It is the Moabite girl (h&_pais!) who came back with RW®H-FROM THE FIELD
of MOAB [It is never just Moab, but alwasy the FIELD of MOab

7. "And she said (the child 1is not nacesssarily quoting: this can be Ruth herself
speaking in tha drama) "Syllexo de kai synaxo in the dragmasin %
[A dragma is as many stalks of grain as one can hold in the left hand.
She 1is picking up whast they dropped
after the reapers.”
And she came and ,staid from early morning until evening, and didn't stop
working in the filed for a minutae."
[This exemplary worker was a CORN MAIDEN
8. Boaz was impressed: "Did you bear,that, daughter? You stay right here and
glean; you don't need to go anywhere else. BECOME A MEMBER OF MY KORASION
[@ KORASION is a diminutive--little girl. T
0f a woman who had been married ib years?!
The emphasis is all on girls and boys--nohody bug, Boaz and Naomi are
grown up. ( ——t ﬁhzugg & 5
9. You watch the field where they are reaping and follow after them.
I have instructed my PAIDARIOIS (little boys) not to touch you.
@GAs in Sparta, an antiphonal chorus of boys and birls
The acting between them continues: "Whenever you are thirsty, go to the
skeué and drink whenever tA PAIDARIA draw water
[In the Patr. Romancrs ft is the GIRLS who draw the water
This reversal of roles is part of the TAMAR cycle: Solomon subues
Bilqis by getting her thirsty. Their m. and f. attendanetns swap
costumes, etc.
*%x%N, Micheson, the Korn King & the Spring Queen: Lavender red, Billy-dilly..

10. Ruth does reverence to Baoz for being so good to her.
11. Boaz: Apangelia apengela mou (hugged hugg®@d 1i) I have heard all about you,
know what you have been through & you faithful you have been.
12. now may that Lord under whose WINGS (K®NAPHIM) you have come.
[The "wings' are part of the story...
13. RUTH: "I would soon.er find favor in YOUR eyes, kiwd Lord, .+.who have spoken
to the HEART of thy servant (doules), for behold Txwmwawxwmexwfwghy I shall

be as one of thy PAIDISKON.

\



Ruth 2:14., Boaz: "Now it is time to eat.
' Come hither and eat some bread-loaves
And dunk your bread into the oxox (neut. local wine; made on the
am—
spot) Vinm n ¢ y .
SO Ruth sat down plagicm (facing at the side, NOT face-to-face
NOR turned away, but sort of slant) to the Rmpawm Reapers. Modestly.
While BOAZ ebounisen autei alphiton = '"piled on the barley-meal for her."
And she ate, and was full, and departed. ( agl 4
e N

2:15. And she went back to gleaning. And Boaz ordered the paisarios: Let her
glean right in the middle of the dragmation (not just after the wake of the
harvesters). And don't embarrass her!

16. And heap it up for her (bastazontes bastaxate autei), and keep thrwoing
some on the side for her (paraballonted parabeleite autei) out of the piles;
and let her gather all she wants Fxvmwndratxizvariedvapxdrekvaiemenwny ,

and don't put any restraint on her.

17. So she ga-thered all day, and then beat out about a OIPHI or barley.
18. When at night she went home to fhare it with Naomi, she asked her where she
got it--some wmm lucky man must have given her special attention.

20. When she heard that it was BOAZ, shd is delighted: "We are very close to the
man, very close indeed" (nothing—eaid-about—famtly

21. Ruth: He told me (dir. quotation, of course) to stick with his young men
until the whole harvest was over and cleaned up (ton ameton)

22. Naomi: Yes, but the proper thing is for you to stay with his maidens, and
not think of going into any other fields."
23. So Ruth stuck to (1it. prosekollethe) the KORASIA of Boaz until the
barley and wheat harvests were completed.

Ruth 3:1. Naomi to Ruth: I think I should do ﬁtigthing about your welfare and
future (anapausin)= rest, security)
2. Isn't this Boas and acquaintance of ours? (gnorimos), with whose maidemns you
have been spending your time? Well, this is the night when he winnows the
barley. QAu
3. You clean yourself up and get all dress up and go down to the threshing-
floor. And don't let the man know who you are until he has finished eating
and drinking.
And when it comas time to lie down (at the feast, the clinarion?
you mark the place where he lies, and uncover a place{on the flooa<a§t
his feet and lie down there. He himself will tell you what to do.
|She becomes his Ck¥R&¥@x CLIENS

7. After the meal Boaz was feeling very relaxed, and went to lie down en
meridi tes stoibes= where the barley-straws were piled up--a very pleasant
place to pass out in the hay. "In the area of the straw-piles” (after the
beating & bef. the winnowing. Stoibe = padding, cushiom, heap, of husks
or straws, etc. =

Ruth came unperceived (kryphe) and cleared of?an areag at his feet.

8. In the middle of the night the man awoke, restless (etarachthe = disturbed,
111 at ease), and there was a woman lying at his feet!
Who are you? Rusgh your doule. So now cast your PTERUGION (kenaghe—ka——this
is the key to the whole thing) over mew thy doule, Tor she Is very close to
you [Ruth was X@2 his close kinsman-¥she was his CLIENS, his DAKHIAH--
ana dakhilak--when you place the hem of the sheikh's robe over your shoulder

then you are his suppliant and must be taken into the tent.
The hem of the robe is his wing of KANAPH.



Ruth 3:10 (LXX) Boaz is delighted that Ruth has chosen him for himself in preference
to the younger men and without regard to his wealth. '
[n.b. It was perfectly legitimate for her to make this approach.
It is the equivalent of clasping the knees * in HOmer. . .. ..
There was nothing demeaning about it. As a foreigner thise was strictly the

proper approach.

11. He freely grants her petition (for she is a suppliant
"Everybody around here knows what a capable (dynameos) woman you are
'J TJ}IZ. and that ve are really closely swssstxted. nJm ‘
(@;) Qe But there is someona even more closely associated
C : 13. Spend tonight under the same conditions, and if in the morning he recog-
‘% . \( nizes his obligstion to you, well and good. But if he does not want to take
@&\gﬁ on the responsibility (of one having very intimate obligations), then I will
{ take it all on me, as surely as the Lord lives.
CL?j 14. So she lay as before all night without anything happening between them.
i \/ 6\0\ And he (lm who? What role does the other "kinsman" play in all this? None!
33
\

He said: NO one must know a word of this.
[Was this the other man refusing to go thru with the contract and recognize
her?
15. He said to her: Bring the perizoma you are wearing (mitpakhat
[perizoma, L.& S.: a girdle or apron, nothing else, and undergarment
"and he filled it with barley and loaded it on her..."
grain
(Rice or/weaht at a wedding. In Canaan it is wheat or, barley, ‘
stuck on the door. ,;_( q'b{gﬁ? \b&@owﬂfké) 'M{fw«i

Qum ya qum-qum, qum was te-qam qam, om e L g Ly, S0
b N

[
qum al-qamih qum kul kamih! ‘33 'QE'Q &! Q*%ig?mkxﬁmkéz( ’

M ~ [} t
16. She brought the grain to Mot & told er“h ,» after the woman £ﬁ>tep-

asked her: "What is your status now"

17."The man gave her the 6 measures of barley so as not to send her away
empty ™
[So he had fulfilled his bbligation to her, havéng not had relationships
and ho one the wiser; znd they were both bree to go their ways?
She was now free to marry Boaz, the priocor claim of the closer relative
having been settled.

18. Naomi's advice: "Don't do a thing (1it. sit still) daughter,
until you see how the thing (dabar, rhema) turns out. Because that man
will not rest until he has carried out the whole dabar this very day \\

Qﬁ,? Ruth 4:1 Boaz went to the town gate and sat down there (with the rest of the
elders). And the "close associate' in question came by, and Boaz invited him
to sit with him.

2. Boaz calded on another ten of the Elders of the town and they came and
joined in the circle.
[Cf. Gk. drama & the spontan. joining of the’agders in the Agora.

3. Boaz, to the cloest relative: "About that field that belonged to our BROTHER
(family ties mentioned for the first time in the LXX) Abimelech; it was given
to Nammi, who just got back from the Moab country. I thought I should give

Jeu a tip (1it. uncdrver your ear) to buy it right now, while all these elders

(;‘;i the people are here (as witnesses).
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. Ruth 4:4, As the closest relative you have first claim on the land; so you are free
" to buy it. 1f you'don't intend to use your option, let me know here and now,
since I am tha next in line.
5. The man: That's right, I have first claim.
6. Boaz: But if ¢hexbx you buy the land, you must buy it also from Ruth, Naomi's
c)&,w\ daughter-in-law, to :Efse children the land would rightfully balong.
el [Cf. Deut. —f Tri

6. The man: IN that case I can't use my priority, because I cannot break off
part of m—-y own inheritanca.
[By the Law of Moses avery Israelite had the Land of his inheritance, which
was inalienable, and had to be returned to him in the Jubilee hear.
But every inhertiance had set limits, and one inheritance could not
infringe upon another. If the man kept all of his own inheritance, he
could not add to it;;&ghnould have to cutizzszqfram his holdings in order

to accmmodate the new. > ( WM v mg

7. Back in those days it was the custom in Israel .
“(this is taken as the key to dating the Book of Ruth--it was written later

concerning anchisteian (g ®ullah--why 1is it not here translated "kinship"
~¢AU“S but only redeeming ?) and antallagma (an exchange) to confirm every comtrac

R V&Oﬂf{kﬁwhfby taking off one's SHOF and giving it to the o:her party as a martyrion : \«Rom
‘?nw‘l ‘el  [The equivalent of theé TALLY-STICK a t®'udah in ISRAEL. ==—
CR LA The two pleces of the stick, and only they in all the world, fit to-
' %y\ gether, the one keeping control on the other. So two shoes: there is

only one true mata one in.all the world... :
QQ/' '“u?)vurd mwoﬁmmh w&gWﬁ ¢ i
8. And the closest succesor to Boaz szaid, Go ahead and make your own ﬁéﬁcission
(anchisteian= nearest in line), ylelding him his own.
n sign of which he took off his shoe and gave it to him.
9. of which Boas called all the elders & people of the town to witness thg
succession: '"You are witnesses this day that I have bought all of Abi-
melech's property and everything that belonged to (his sons) CHelaion and
Maalon by Naomi. 10. AND SRUTH the Moabite, the wife of Maalon I have %ggghg
A to myself to wife to raise up (resurrect= anastesai) the name of the dead
for his inheritance,, that his name not be exterminated from among his
brethren or his tribe. You are witnesses.
f? 11. & the people all said, "Wisnesses!" And the Elders said, "May the Lord give
fg)m L thy whife to came to thy bouse as Rachel and Leah who together built up the
' house of Israel and made might in Ephratha, & there shall be a name in
Aj,qo) Bethlehem'!
0{¢/ 12 And let thy house become as the house of Phares, whom TMAR bore to JUDAH
FROM THE SEED WHICH THE Lord shall grant to thee from her offspring.
{lyN 13 So Boaz & Ruth were married & she bore a SON,
v 14. And all the WOMEN said to Naomi: Praise the Lod who has not deprived
;%ga this day of the angchistea, and his name shall be known ;(caldéd ) in
ael
15. Your daughter—in-law turned out being better for you than SEVEN sons,
furnishing you with one to restore your spirit and see you ¥thru (dia-
threpsal) your old age.
?“ 16. And Naomi took the child to her bosom and nursed it. _
y“ And thed neighbor women calded it her som, giving it the name of Obed

ﬁxa . And ZHE became the father of JESSE the father of DAYI
&) ls?RmuwaA: 4—&%6&, Qirdoh Ty, B +@utz (R £ gafd
o the geaneil goes: Parez--Hezron——Ram—Ammi adab—-Nahshon-— lmon-—Boaz——
Obed--Jesse- -DAVID.
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Ruth 1:£ff. MKW@WWW LXX

Tt comes here because 1t took place 'while the Judges were judging."
A man wvent from Bethlehem Judah to spend some time in the Field of Moab, because
of famine in the land. Taking his wife & two sons., His name was ABIMELECH
(Vs. RJ Elimelech) and his wife Nao (LxxX Noemin. y were o
Sisr o oo al] o B0« G hagh Y W
4. The husband died in Moab, "and the two sons marfied Moab e gitls, Orpha
(JK Orpah), and Ruth.. & there they lived 10 years. Then the two men died
and all three women waere widows.

6. It was time to go back to Bethlehem, the House of the Bread of Judah, because
God had seen fit to give them BREAD. ©

_{»L¥§( [The whole story has to do with the BREAR SUPPLY 7 the operations and rituals

ld.——-/g/nz,%met‘d‘dth it‘/ﬁa \fbd 5/,,,(4/\(1‘,,

emi dismissed all her "nymphs" to go to theix homes’of their MOTHERS
with her blessing, with much weeping on both sides.
10. They wanted to accompany her to her hew home:
11. But she said to them like a Gk. herlne speaking to a MAIDEN CHORUS;
"Npistrephete my daughteers YHo an epistrophe, as if they were a chorus
Why would you follow mae? L~
(N.b. The whole story is told in RIKAREHE the dialo ue‘
I shall have no more sons to provide you with Eusbands '_‘JWAJAD %}k
12. SO then, epistrapheté de, my daughters. ' e

Why grow old without a husband? Even {f I had a chanco of marrying again
- and bearing a som. r i /u,a’ &imwp [5& ..6“_&{(5\(;@{ (\"
13. Will you expect them until they had ogsin? £ . ann Ar
Or will you restrain yoursclves from marrying at all? vl 7 '
Don't make me responsibie for‘you (epikrantho) my daughters just ‘because
the Lord has takem his hand from meN -
14. Then Orpha kissed wew - her monther—in-law'Naomi goodbye and went back home,
to her people.” ' - Do v ST TE e e T AT
15. Naomi said to Ruth, "Hadn t you bwtter go back too? to your own people
- and your own' gods? N
[Whose gods had her sons been worshipping in Moab?
All the other stories in Judges would maka it ths local ones.

s,\._zu« Ticwd o nowlie
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16. Ruth's famous reply: "Don t try to give me any argumants (apantesai) for
leaving you or to stop following you. Wherever you go, I go, and wherever
you lodge (aulisthes--aulizo, hence our WORD "lodge'") that is where I
will lodge. You people shall be my people and your God my God. And
wherever you die, that is where I will die and be buried." May the Lord
do such & such to (or for) me and add such & such, so that (only) death
will coma batween us.

[The terms of the oath are not specifiad
18. And Naomi saw that there was no use arguing with her. &0{ v &KN 'I_

\ 19. Naomi's return to Bethlehem asfter all those years caused a great sttr in the
town (the town buzzed with the newS-eéch@sen). "Is it Naomi??
. ‘25 ' Her ans.: "Don' t call me Naomi, call me PIKRA (Mara,
b o [Cf. meqat =
L for the hikanos Can) has made things biatter for me.
hoals J’/?C ‘g‘m
22, YordxNamt
Naomi and the Moabitess artived in Jerusalem st the beginning of the
BARLEY HARVEST.
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