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CCMMON CONSENT
By
Elder Bruce R. McConkie

N

LAW OF COMMON CONSENT RESTORED

What is the truth about the gospel law of common
ccnsent ?

Provision is made in the gospel of Christ whereunder
the members of his Church perform certain actions by
common consent, meaning by the united voice of the
Church.

The proper operation of this law—that is, its opera-
tion in strict conformity with the revealed will of the
Lord—is one of the evidences of the divinity of the true
Church.

Since the restoration of the gospel in our age—in-
cluding, of course, a restoration of the true doctrine of
common consent—the Church and kingdom of God on
earth has grown and prospered in a marvelous manner.
The predictions of the ancient prophets are receiving a
triumphant fulfillment.

We are living in ‘“the times of restitution of all
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his
holy prophets since the world began.’”

The restored Church and kingdom — the kingdom
“which shall never be destroyed,” which ‘‘shall not be
left to other people,” but which “shall stand for ever,”
-the very kingdom of God on earth — hagibeen set up,

- and established in all its beauty, glory, and perfection.’

For those who are honestly and sincerely seeking to
live the laws of God as they have been revealed in mod-
ern times, so that they may thereby gain salvation in his

T TiActs 8:19-21.
2Daniecl 2:44-45.
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kingdom, it becomes a matter of surpassing importance
to learn the truth about the law of common consent.

Now, what is this law and how does it operate? Are
the members of any church group, acting under the pro-
- visions of this law, within their rights, for instance, in

chO{)?sing their own church officers, either local or gen-
eral? :

Do the provisions of this law apply to the revela-
tions which the Lord has given? Is a church free to ac-
cept or reject, as it chooses, a revelation coming from
the Lord? If the Lord gives a revelation through his
Prophet, does the Church have to vote to approve that
revelation before the members thereof are bound by the
provisions and requirements found in the revealed word?

When the Lord chooses certain officers to preside
over his Church or to govern any of its affairs, do the
people have the veto power? When he gives a revelation,
are the people bound by it, with or without their con-
sent? Is the voice of the Church the same as the voice
of God? Salvation itself rests on learning the true an-
swers to these questions.

REVELATIONS ABOUT COMMON CONSENT

The law of common consent has been operative in
every dispensation, and some examples of its ancient op-
eration have been preserved for our enlightennient in the
ancient scriptures. Our present concern, however, centers
primarily around the latter-day revelation of this doctrine
and the manner in which it has operated beginning with
Joseph Smith the Prophet.

So that a clear, full understanding of the law may
be gained, we will now quote — with sufficient context to
avoid ambiguity or false conclusions — all of the
principal revelations the Lord has given on this subject.
Then with the revelations clearly in mind, we will sum-
marize the important provisions of the law. Finally, we
will see how they have operated in our day and thus find
conclusive assurance as to the existence of the true
Church of Jesus Christ.
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In April, 1830, Joseph Smith received the _revelatlon
and commandment to set up the Church and kingdom of
God again on earth as part of the promised “restitution
of all things.”” So that the restored kingdom would be
perfect and operate in precisely the same manner as had
been the case in all former dispensations, the Lord re-

" vealed the specific procedural details governing all vital

phases of its establishment and operation. As to the law
of common consent, he said:

“Every elder, priest, teacher, or deacon is to be or-
dained according to the gifts and callings of God unto
him; and he is to be ordained by the power of the Holy
Ghost, which is in the one who ordains him.

“The several elders composing this church of Christ
are to meet in conference once in three months, or from .
time to time as said conferences shall direct or appoint;
And said conferences are to do zphatever church business
is mecessary to be done at the time.

“The elders are to receive their licenses from other
elders, by vote of the church to which they belong, or
from the conferences. Each priest, teacher,. or deacon,
who is ordained by a priest, may take a certificate from
him at the time, which certificate, whe_n presented to an
elder, shall entitle him to a license, Wl}lch shall authorize
him to perform the duties of his calling; or he may re-
ceive it from a conference. .

“No person is to be ordained to any office in this
church, where there i8 a regularly organized branch .of
the same, without the vote of that church; But the presid-
ing elders, traveling bishops, hlg_h. councilors, high
priests, and elders, may have the privilege of ordaining,
where there is no branch of the church that a vote may
be called. ‘

“Every president of the high priesthood (or presid-
ing elder), bishop, high councilor, and high priest, 18 to
be ordained by the direction of a high council or general
conference.”

3Acts 3:19-21.
tDoctrine and Covenants 20:60-67; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 17:12-17).
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In July, 1830, the Lord said: “All things shall
done by common consent in the church, by 'mgz'cch, p(;*aygi
and faith, for all things you shall receive by faith.”*

SOLE SOURCE OF REVELATION FOR
THE CHURCH

By September of the same year, as the young Ch
began. to grow and its newly converted mer};berg to 21;?1
experience in ’the_operation of the affairs of the kingdom
Satan (1'n imitation of the true order of heaven) found’
a receptive Chu_rch member to whom he could give false
rgvelatlons. Hiram Page had a certain stone and by its
aid he professed to receive revelations concerning the
upbuilding of Zion and the order of the Church.

These fa_llse claims deceived several Church members
and even Oliver Cowdery, the second elder in the king:
dom, had been wrongly influenced by them. Just before
a Church conference and following earnest inquiry, Jo-
seph Smith received the following revelation which the
Lord ‘addressed to Oliver Cowdery :

¢ Behold, verily, verily, I say unto thee, no one shall
zlt)]e.gpeomt}fd to retqeive commandments and revelations in

118 church excepting my servant Jo )
he receiveth them ev%zn cgzls Moses.” seph Smath, Jun., for

Oliver was told to ‘“declare faithfully the com -
ments and the revelations” given throughythe Prophneltf1 ; jcio
‘s‘peak and teach by the Comforter; but, said the L(;rd

T}zou shall not write by way of commandment, but by,
wisdom; And thou shalt not command him who is at thy
head, and at the head of the church; For I have given
him the keys of the mysteries, and the revelations which
are sealed, until I shall appoint unto them another in his
stead. . . . Thou shalt have revelations, but write them
not by way of commandment.”

‘_‘My servant Joseph,” the Lord continued, “shall be
appointed to preside over the conference by the voice of
it, and what he saith to thee thou shalt tell.”

5Doctrine and Covenants 26:2; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 25:2).
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Then Oliver was commanded to undo, as far as
he could, the ill effects of his wrongful acceptance of false
revelations. “Thou shall take thy brother, Hiram Page,”
the Lord told him, “between him and thee alone, and tell
him that those things which he hath written from that
stone are not of me, and that Satan deceiveth him;

“For, behold, these things have not been appointed
unto him, neither shall anything be appointed unto any
of this church contrary to the church covenants. For all
things must be done in order, and by common consent in
the church, by the prayer of faith. And thou shalt assist
to settle all these things, according to the covenants of
the church.”

In that great revelation, given February 9, 1831, at
Kirtland, and known as “the law of the Church,” the Lord
said: “I say unto you, that it shall not be given to any
one to go forth to preach my gospel, or to build up my
church, except he be ordained by some one who has au-
thority, and it is known to the church that he has au-
thority and has been regularly ordained by the heads of
the church .. ..

“And the Spirit shall be given unto you by the prayer
of faith:; and if ye receive not the Spirit ye shall not
teach.”’

In February, 1831, the Lord spoke again to the
Prophet with reference to the one to whom he would give
revelations for the Church. No reference whatever to
the law of common consent is made in this revelation. But
because some avoid its plain meaning, it seems wise to
consider it here, in context and along with the various
revealed terms and conditions of the true law of common
consent.

At the time the Lord gave this instruction, some
members of the Church were disturbed by people making
false claims as revelators. In his infinite wisdom the
Lord denounced in plain words the false and specious
claims of those who, as the authors of false revelations

eéDoctrine and Covenants 28:1-16; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 27:1-5).
1Doctrine and Covenants 42:11, 14; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 42:4, 5b).
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which had not come from him, “use the name of the
Lord, and use it in vain, having not authority.””

First, the Lord reminded the Church that they had
received his law “through him whom I have appointed
unto you'to receive commandments and revelations from
my hand.”

Then he decreed: “And this ye shall know assuredly
—that there is none other appointed unto you to receive
commandments and revelations until he be taken, if he
abide in me. But verily, verily, I say unto you, that none
else shall be appointed unto this gift except it be through
him; for if it be taken from him he shall not have power
except to appoint another in his stead.

“And this shall be a law unto you, that ye receive not
the teachings of any that shall come before you as revela-
tions or commandments; And this I give unto you that
y;m may not be deceived, that you may know they are not
of me.

“For verily I say unto you, that he that is ordained
of me shall come in at the gate and be ordained as I have
told you before, to teach those revelations which you have
received and shall receive through him whom I have ap-
pointed.””

ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS GOVERNED
BY COMMON CONSENT

Several revelations mention the law of common con-
sent in connection with the responsibility of the Church
to care for the poor and to administer the affairs of the
United Order — a social and economic system offered the
early saints of this dispensation.

As early as January 2, 1831, at a conference of the
Church being held at Fayette, New York, the saints were
commanded that certain men among them should be ap-
pointed “by the voice of the church,” to care for “the poor
and the needy, and administer to their relief that they
shall not suffer.””

8Doctrine and Covenants 63:62; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 63:15d).

®Doctrine and Covenants 43:2-7; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 43:1-2).
1°Doctrine and Covenants 38:34-35; (Reorg. Ch, ed. 38:8).
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In May of that year, in connection with consecrations
and stewardships made and held under the United Order,
the Lord specified that each man had certain rights “un_tll
he transgresses and is not accounted worthy by the voice

of the church, according to the laws and covenants of the -

church, to belong to the church.”®

"~ Later (April 23, 1834) more detail was revealed as
to how the principles of common consent were to operate
in the United Order. The funds in the treasury were to
be expended “only by the voice of the order, or by com-

mandment,” or in other words, “only by the voice and

common consent of the order.” ,

Then the Author of the law of common consent told
how it should operate. “And this shall be the voice and
common consent of the order,” he said, “that any man
among you say to the treasurer: I have need of this to
help me in my stewardship,” and he should receive it—
“Until he be found a transgressor.” Provision was also
made for removal of a transgressing treasurer by “the
council and voice of the order.” Properties, also, were to
be pledged to the order “by common consent or other-
wise.””

OFFICERS SUSTAINED BY COMMON CONSENT

As the Church had need for the appointment of of-
ficers to administer its affairs, the Lord required that
certain of these be sustained by the people in accordance
with the law of common consent.

“] have called my servant Edward Partridge,f’ he
said to the Prophet on February 4, 1831, “and I give a
commandment, that he should be appointed by the voice
of the church, and ordained a bishop unto the church, to
leave his merchandise and to spend all his time in the
labors of the church.”” In case of transgression another
was to be “appointed in his stead.”*

_—~1_‘5——t— ine and Covenants 51:4; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 51:c).
12Dggtzline and Covenants 104:64, 71-77, 85; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 101:11d,
12e¢ - 12j, 13f). .
¢ 13Do]ctrine)and Covenants 41:9-11; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 41:3c - 3d).
14Doctrine and Covenants 42:10; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 42:8¢c).
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A bishop or agent administering the United Order
was to be “appointed by the voice of the church.”*® The
duty of the bishop was to ‘“be made known by the com-
mandments which have been given, and the voice of the
- conference.

“And now, verily I say unto you, my servant Newel
K. Whitney is the man who shall be appointed and or-
dained unto this power [i.e. to serve as a bishop]. This
is the will of the Lord your God, your Redeemer.”

Elders were to be “recommended” by the church or
churches in which they labored, and were to carry a cer-
tificate from other elders or the bishop when going to
the land of Zion.”

On January 19, 1841, we find the Lord naming by
revelation certain officers whom he had chosen to ad-
minister the various affairs of his kingdom on earth. For
instance: “I give unto you Hyrum Smith to be a patri-
arch. ... I give unto you my servant Joseph to be a pre-
siding elder over all my church, to be a translator, a
revelator, a seer, and prophet. . . . I give unto you my
servant Brigham Young to be a president over the Twelve
traveling council; Which Twelve hold the keys to open
up the authority of my kingdom wupon the four corners
of the earth, and after that to send my word to every
creature. They are Heber C. Kimball, Parley P. Pratt,
Orson Pratt, Orson Hyde, William Smith, John Taylor,
John E. Page, Wilford Woodruff, Willard Richards,
George A. Smith; David Patten I have taken unto my-
self.”

Then the Lord named whom he had chosen to serve
as high counselors, as the presidency of a high priests
quorum, as the presidency of an elders quorum, as the
presidents of the quorum of seventies, as members of a
bishopric, and as the presidency of a qucrum of priests.

Following the listing of these brethren, he said:
“The above offices I have given unto you, and the keys

51Doctrine and Covenants 51:12; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 31:3c).
18Doctrine and Covenants 72:5, 7-8, 19, 24-26; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 72:le,
1f - 2, 4b, 5)
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thereof, for helps and for governments, for the work of
the ministry and the perfecting of my saints.

“And a commandment I give unto you, that you should
fill all these offices and approve of those names which I
have mentioned, or else disapprove them at my general
cenference.”’?? ‘

The principle whereunder Church officers are both
called of God and sustained by the people is found in the
account of the organization of the first high council. “The

president of the church, who is also president of the -
council,” the inspired record says, ‘“is appointed by reve-

lation, and acknowledged in his administration by the
voice of the church.”™

'_SUMMARY OF LAW OF COMMON CONSENT

The foregoing are all of the principal latter-day reve-
lations relative to the law of common consent. They show
conclusively that the Lord’s house is a house of order
and not a house of confusion. Every principle, every pro-
cedure, every requirement for the organizing and govern-
ing of the Church fits into a perfect pattern, so that the
saints need not be deceived, misled, or left in darkness.

Now let us summarize these revealed laws and proce-
dures, so that we may weigh the claims and procedures
of all churches against the laws the Lord has given. The
Lord’s Church, the earthly repository of his gospel, pow-
er, and authority, will conform in every respect to his
revelations and will be able to offer salvation to all who
will come and drink at the true fountain.

1. The Holy Spirit guides the Church of Jesus Christ.
That Spirit will not dwell in unclean tabernacles or in
unholy places. Hence, no person or organization can pros-
per in spiritual things except on the basis of righteous-
ness — the righteousness which must precede the receipt
of guidance from the Spirit.

All the teachings, performances, programs, and ordi-
nances of the Church must be performed under the direc-

" TiDoctrine and Covenants 124:124-145; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 107:38-48).
18Doctrine and Covenants 102:9; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 99:8a).
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tion of the Spirit. Ordinations to all offices in the true
Church are performed by the power of the Holy Ghost
in the one performing the ordinance. By the prayer of
faith the saints may gain the Spirit, and if they do not
receive it, they are commanded not to teach.

2. All the acts of the true Church must conform to
the revealed pattern. No procedures may be followed,
no principles espoused, which are not recorded in the rev-
elations or directed by the Spirit. Nothing is to be done
by the Church contrary to the covenants the Lord has
given. ,

3. All of the organizational things which the Church
does—that is, the procedures which it follows and the of-
ficers which it appoints—must be done by common con-
sent, by much faith and prayer. Even the Prophet Jo-
seph Smith could not be imposed upon the people of the
Church by divine fiat. He presided over a conference, for
instance, by the voice of the conference. All things must
be done in order. There is no confusion or uncertainty
where the Spirit of the Lord reigns.

4. General Church business cannot be transacted in
secret. No man, for instance, could be appointed in sec-
ret to head the Church or to carry on some supposed great
program for the salvation of men. The Lord has decreed
otherwise. Conferences are to transact the business of
the Church.

5. No man can so much as be ordained to any office
in the Church without a vote of the Church. There is no
such thing as a secret ordination to office, either high or
low, in the Church of Christ. The Lord does not work
in dark corners. His great works are trumpeted in the
ears of all living so that every soul who is willing to do
so may learn of them.

6. Even after a proper ordination, the elders of the
Church have no power to act independently of the direc-
t20m of the Church. They cannot presume to have any right
or prerogative that has not been specifically given to them.
Those holding priestly offices must have certificates of
ordination. Elders must be properly recommended for
special labors and must carry certificates so certifying.

\,\'
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And no elder can receive a license to act in his calling
without a vote of the Church, or by direction of a con-
ference.

7. Church officers are empowered to act within the
scope of their appointments, only if they are first, called
by revelation, and second, sustained by the vote of the
Church. The appointment comes by revelation. Con-
ferences are empowered to approve or disapprove when
the names of church officers are read.

8. After their appointment and acceptance, Church
officers have no power to proceed according to their pri-
vate notions either in their teachings or in their direction
of those over whom they preside. They must conform to
the Lord’s pattern for those so called.

Their duties are given them by revelation in the
commandments, and also by the voice of the con-
ference. For instance, if one professing to head
the Church did not lead the people in the perfor-
mance of baptism or any other revealed principle,
he would stand condemned and rejected of the
Lord. He could not claim to be the Lord’s servant
because he failed to do the Lord’s work.

9. The President of the Church gains his position
only if two conditions are met. He must be appointed by
the Lord. Then he must be acknowledged as Church
President by the voice of the Church. They must vote
to sustain him in his position. Ewven after the Lord names
him, he cannot be ordained to his high calling except by
the direction of a high council or general conference.
Obviously the appointment cannot be a secret one; the
vote of the people cannot be taken in secret; the fact of
ordination cannot be withheld from Church knowledge.
The Lord works in the open.

10. Indeed, no one can be appointed in secret to
preach the gospel or build up the Church. To enable any
man to carry the message of salvation to the world or to
build up the Church and kingdom on earth, he must be
authoritatively ordained by the heads of the Church, and
it must be known to the Church that he has been given
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authority to preach or perform whatever work is involved.
The wisdom of the Almighty is seen in these provisions.

11. We have seen how the law of common consent
was applied to the United Order in the early days of this
dispensation. Since this social and economic system is no
longer operative, these procedures do not now apply. The
application of the principle of common consent to the
procedures of that Order, however, are of importance to
us. In general, all the temporal, financial, and economic
affairs of the Order were administered by the voice and
common consent of the Order.

12. The Church of Jesus Christ is the kingdom
of God on earth. It is not a democracy. Laws and
commandments do not originate with the people.
Church members do not adopt legislation by which
they will be governed. Christ is the heavenly
King. He is the Lawgiver.

13. Christ chooses his own administrators. “Ye have
not chosen me, but I have chosen you,” he said to his
apostles of old.® The earthly representative of the heav-
enly King is the President of the Church. He is a
prophet, a seer, a revelator, and the only one authorized
to give the mind and will of the Lord to his people.

14. So that the President of the Church may govern
all the affairs of the kingdom on earth, he holds what are
called the keys of the kingdom. Keys are the right of
presidency. In the fullest sense they can be exercised
by only one man at a time because someone has to stand
at the head and preside over all others.

No one but the Lord has power to command him who
is at the head. He stands supreme over all other men.
Such was the position of Joseph Smith, the first Prophet
and first earthly head of the kingdom in this dispensation;
and such has been the position of each of his successors—
mighty men named by the Lord and acknowledged by the
voice of the people.

15. Although the nature of presidency is such that
only one man can exercise the fulness of the keys at one

®Jahn 15:16.
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time, the Lord has ordained that these keys be conferred
also upon others. The others so honored are the Twelve.
They hold the keys of the kingdom of God and of the dis-
pensation of the fulness of times.

Each man who is ordained to this apostolic calling
receives all of the keys and prerogatives, but their full
operation remains dormant in him unless he becomes the-
senior or presiding apostle of God on earth. Such was
the position of Brigham Young following the martyrdom
of Joseph and Hyrum.

On July 23, 1837, at the time when Thomas B. Marsh
was president of the Twelve and Joseph Smith, Sidney
Rigdon, and Hyrum Smith were the First Presidency, the
Lord said through the Prophet:

“I say unto all the Twelve: Arise and gird up your
loins, take up your cross, follow me, and feed my sheep.
Exalt not yourselves; rebel not against my servant Jo-
seph; for verily I say unto you, I am with him, and my
hand shall be over him; and the keys which I have given
unto him, and also to youward, shall not be-taken from
him till I come.

“Verily I say unto you, my servant Thomas, thou art
the man whom I have chosen to hold the keys of my
kingdom, as pertaining to the Twelve, abroad among all
nations—That thou mayest be my servant to unlock the
door of the kingdom in all places where my servant Jo-
seph, and my servant Sidney, and my servant Hyrum,
cannot come; For on them have I laid the burden of all
the churches for a little season. .

“Wherefore, whithersoever they shall send you, go
yve, and I will be with you; and in whatsoever place ye
shall proclaim my name an effectual door shall be opened
unto you, that they may receive my word.

“Whosoever receiveth my word receiveth me, and
whosoever receiveth me, receiveth those, the First Presi-
dency, whom I have sent, and whom I have made counsel-
ors for my name’s sake unto you. ‘

“And again, I say unto you, that whatsoever ye shall
send in my name, by the voice of your brethren, the
Twelve, duly recommended and authorized by you, shall
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- have power to open the door of my kingdom unto any
nation whithersoever ye shall send them—Inasmuch as
they shall humble themselves before me, and abide in
my word, and hearken to the voice of my Spirit . . ..

“For unto you, the Twelve, and those, the First
Presidency, who are appointed with you to be your
counselors and your leaders, is the power of this
priesthood given, for the last days and for the last
time, in the which is the dispensation of the ful-
ness of times. Which power you hold, in connec-
tion with all those who have received a dispensa-
tion at any time from the beginning of the crea-
tion; For verily I say unto you, the keys of the dis-
pensation which ye have received, have come down
from the fathers, and last of all, being sent down
from heaven unto you. Verily I say unto you, be-
old how great is your calling.”®

Speaking of the right to exercise that power which
is inherent in the keys of the priesthood, of the Church,
and of the kingdom, the Lord has also left us this re-
vealed word: “I have appointed unto my servant Joseph
to hold this power in the last days, and there is never but
one on the earth at a time on whom this power and the
keys of this priesthood are conferred.”™

Joseph Smith also had the Lord’s promise that “the
keys of this kingdom shall never be taken from you, while
thou art in the world, neither in the world to come; Nev-
ertheless, through you shall the oracle be given to an-
other, yea, even unto the church.”*

16. Those who receive the Lord’s servants receive
the Lord. To receive the Lord (and therefore gain sal-
vation) one must accept the First Presidency and the
Twelve—those who actually have the power to open the
the door of his kingdom for any person.

20Doctrine and Covenants 112:14-22, 30-33; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 105:6a -2
8b, 12a - 13a).

ADoctrine and Covenants 182:7.

22Doctrine and Covenants 90:3-4; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 87:2a).
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17. Joseph Smith was a true prophet. He did mnot
fall. He kept his covenants, obeyed the Lord’s law, en-
dured to the end, and went on to his eternal reward in
the kingdom of him whose servant he was. After the
Prophet had been fully tried and proved worthy, he re-
ceived the promise, without qualification or restriction,
that the keys of the kingdom would never be taken from
him in this world nor in the world to come.

18. But as there was to be a day when the Church,
to fill its glorious destiny, would be required to continue
without the personal guidance of its first Prophet, so
provision was made whereby the keys and oracles were to
be given by the Prophet to the Church, that is others
were to hold them. This was done by conferring all of
the keys upon all of the twelve so there would be no bdreak,
no lapse, no less of authority. It was not the design of
the Lord to let his work fail.

19. Revelation for the guidance of the Church comes
only through the President of the Church. While Joseph
Smith lived, he alone could receive the mind and will of
the Lord for the establishment and perfection of the
Church. He alone could write by way of commandment
to the Church. Even Oliver Cowdery, who had received
from heavenly messengers the same keys held by the
Prophet, could not write by way of commandment to the
Church, could not command him who was at the head.
The mere fact that any supposed revelation for the
Church comes from anyone except the President of the
Church is conclusive proof that the supposed revelation
s false and is not of God.

20. The validity of revelation—its truth or its
falsity—is not established by the operation of the
law of common consent. There is no provision in
the Lord’s plan for the members of his Church to
pass upon the validity of revelations by a vote of
the Church. There is not one syllable in any com-
mandment or revelation which by inference or
otherwise can properly be construed as permit-
ting the Church to choose which of the revelations
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will be binding upon it, either by a vote of the
people or by other means.

Revelation is revelation. When the Lord speaks,
he has spoken. His word is to be accepted and
obeyed if men expect to receive salvation. To re-
ject the word of the Lord is to reject the Lord
himself to that extent.

It is true that a prophet is a mortal man, subject to
afflictions, disease, sin, and error. Christ only was per-
fect. But when a prophet acts in his capacity as a proph-
et, when he is enwrapped in the visions of eternity, when
he is overshadowed by the Holy Ghost, when his mind is
enlightened by the Spirit of God so that he receives reve-
lation—then he is not acting of himself, but the Lord is
speaking through him. ,

Thus Joseph Smith, speaking in Nauvoo on May 12,
1844, said: “When did I ever teach anything wrong from
this stand? . When was I ever confounded? 1 want to
triumph in Israel before I depart hence and am no more
seen. 1 never told you I was perfect; but there is no er-
ror in the revelations which I have taught. (Church
History, vol. 6, p. 366.)

Could the Corinthian Saints free themselves from
the responsibility of performing baptisms for the dead
because their members or priesthood assemblies had not
voted to accept the revealed word of the Lord on that
subject, as it was conveyed to them by Paul? Such a
conclusion is absurd. Mortal, weak, finite men are not
called to sit in judgment upon an immortal, omnipotent,
and infinite God.

So in our day. The Lord spoke. Joseph Smith an-

nounced the revealed truths. Men accepted the revela-
tion; obeyed the commandment; gained salvation. Or,
men sat in judgment upon the Lord and his Prophet;
decided the revelation and commandment was not bind-
ing upon them because they did not vote to be bound
by it; and the promised salvation passed them by.

It is as simple as that. The Lord’s revelations
are not submitted to man for his approval; they
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are revealed so that if man will obey them, he can
gain an everlasting salvation in the kingdom of
God. The Lord never designed that man would
have the last word on his revelations. He, not
man, is the Almighty. There is no scriptural war-
rant or authorization whatever for the view that
the Church, its priesthood quorums, or any of its
members, must vote to accept revelations before
they become binding upon the Church members.

If there are those who have the view that the
Church must pass upon and approve the revela-
tions, such theory can be only an attempt to ex-
plain why those so believing do not accept all that
has been revealed. There is no scripture to justify
such a view. The law of common consent does not
apply to the acceptance or the rejection of revela-
tions.

APPLICATION OF THE PRINCIPLES

Now, we have quoted or referred to all of the prin-
cipal revelations which the Lord has given in Latter-days
relative to the law of common consent. We have sum-
marized the chief truths taught in these revelations (and
in some others so well known that quotations or docu-
mentation has seemed unnecessary).

The true doctrine of common consent is before us.
All who are troubled by the applications which have been
made of these principles, in the various factions which
have broken off from the Church organized by Joseph
Smith, should study and re-study these principles, until
a clear and comprehensive understanding of them is
reached. Then they should, point by point, apply the
principles to all of the circumstances surrounding the rise
and functioning of the various factions and groups claim-
ing rights and powers originally vested in the Prophet
Joseph.

The principles cannot be controverted. They came
by revelation. They are the mind and will of the Lord.
If any group or organization has not conformed to them
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n every particular, then can that church or group right-
eously claim to be the Lord’s Church?

Every sincere truth-seeker should be fair enough
with himself to make an honest and open-minded investi-
gation of the whole matter—an invéstigation upon which
the gaining or losing of personal salvation hinges.

If the spirit of contention, or argument and debate,
of confusion and uncertainty, of uncleanness in thought
or deed prevails in any group, can such group have the
Holy Spirit? And if it does not have the Holy Spirit
can it be the true Church?

If any faction professes to follow early leaders who
were supposedly called quite secretly, without the gen-
eral knowledge of the Church, and whose calls were not
acknowledged by the Church at the time of their sup-
posed selection, can that organization be the true Church?

If any group has leaders who do not teach all of the
principles of revealed truth and who do not direct the
performance of all of the ordinances of salvation—and
such there are, as witness the glorious truths surrounding
baptism for the dead, and eternal marriage—then can
these leaders possess the spirit of revelation? Can they
act as legal administrators for the Lord?

If any faction chooses to rank Joseph Smith as a
fallen prophet rather than accept all of the truth he gave
—and there are those who do this—then has that group
departed from the truth and rejected the Lord by reject-
ing his Prophet? Are they of God?

If any group has come into being, in part or in
whole, as a result of supposed revelations coming from
others than the one man on earth who holds the keys
whereby he may learn the mind of the Lord for his
people—can it be approved of the Lord? &

If any group or unit came into existence and chose
its officers and heads after the body of the saints, in ac-
cordance with the law of common consent, had voted to
accept the Quorum of the Twelve as their leaders and
follow them—and what faction did come into existence
under these circumstances ?—then can such church organ-

N .
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ization be of God? Can they implant the sure hope of
salvation in any human heart?

If any factions followed leaders other than those who
received all of the keys of the kingdom from the Prophet
while he yet lived, namely, the Quorum of the Twelve—
and such there are—then are such following other shep-
herds than the Lord’s shepherds, and are these in a
sheepfold whose owner is not the Good Shepherd?

POWER OF THE TWELVE TO LEAD CHURCH

‘Those who have come to a knowledge of the whole
truth about the whole law of common consent can con-
tinue this line of inquiry, suiting the propositions to be
analyzed to the circumstances surrounding the various,
factions. But for our present inquiry perhaps it wo_uld
be more profitable to make brief mention of the detall_ed
and careful manner in which The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints has followed and does now follow
all the provisions of the law of common consent.

As is well known, the work of the Lord started with
a small beginning in this dispensation. But line upon
line; precept upon precept; key, power, and authority
upon key, power, and authority; the truth was revealed,
until the Prophet Joseph had, centered in him, al] that
was necessary to save and exalt the human family in the
kingdom of God. A

All of these truths, powers, and keys were given by
him, during his lifetime, to the Quorum of the Twelve.
This conferring of the fulness of the keys upon the
Twelve was completed in the winter of 1843-44 in the
Nauvoo Temple.

Joseph Smith then said to them: “I have sealed up-
on your heads all of the keys of the kingdom of God. I
have sealed upon you every key, power, and principle that
the God of heaven has revealed to me. Now, no matter
where I may go or what I may do, the kingdom rests upon
you. . . . Ye apostles of the Lamb of God, my brethren,
upon your shoulders this kingdom rests; now you have
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got to round up your shoulders and bear off the kingdom.
If you do not do it you will be damned.”*

That the Twelve were sustained by the Church, time
and again during the lifetime of the Prophet as the law-
ful holders of the keys of the kingdom, is known by all
informed persons.

For instance, recording the business transacted dur-
ing the dedicatory services in the Kirtland Temple, March
27, 1836, Joseph Smith said: “I then called upon the
quorums and congregation of saints to acknowledge the
Twelve Apostles, who were present, as prophets, seers,
revelators, and special witnesses to all the nations of the
earth, holding the keys of the kingdom, to unlock it, or
cause it to be done, among them, and uphold them by
their prayers, which they assented to by rising.”*

That the Prophet always taught that the Twelve
stood next to the First Presidency in regulating all the
affairs of the kingdom of God on earth is well known. He
gave such instruction, for instance, on January 16, 1836,
explaining that the Twelve were not subject to any other
than the First Presidency, that is, he said, “Myself, Sid-
ney Ridgon, and Frederick G. Williams, who are now my
Counselors; and where I am not, there is no First Prest-
dency over the Twelve.””

At a conference of the Church, August 16, 1841, the
Prophet called upon the Twelve “to stand in their place
next to the First Presidency, and attend to the settling
of immigrants and the business of the Church at the
stakes, and assist to bear off the kingdom victoriously to
the nations.” Then by vote of the conference, approval
was given of his instructions in relation to the Twelve.™

THE LORD AND CHURCH ACT TOGETHER

Thus the position, office, calling, responsibilities,
power, and authority of the Twelve were well established
while the Prophet yet lived. When he and Hyrum were

28Wilford Woodruff, Discourses of Wilford Woodruff, p. 72.
2 History of the Church, vol. 2, pp. 417-418.

2%History of the Church, vol. 2, pp. 373-374.

2History of the Church, vol. 4, p. 403
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martyred, the leadership fell automatically upon the
Twelve, Brigham Young, the senior apostle and president
of the Twelve, at the head.

It was well known to the members of the Church
that the right and power to lead the Church, following
the martyrdom, rested with the Twelve. When Sidney
Rigdon proposed that he be appointed a guardian to build
up the Church unto Joseph, Brigham Young responded
that he did not care who presided over the Church, but
one thing he would have to know and that was what the
Lord said about it.

“Joseph conferred upon our heads,” President Young
said, “all of the keys and powers belonging to the apostle-
ship which he himself held before he was taken away, and
no man or set of men can get between Joseph and the
Twelve in this world or in the world to come. How often
has Joseph said to the Twelve: ‘I have laid the foundation
and you must build thereon for upon your shoulders the
kingdom rests. ¥

The saints assembled in conference in-Nauvoo on
August 8, 1844, to choose the leadership the Lord had
named to preside over his Church. In a most marvelous
and miraculous manner the Lord confirmed, in the sight
of the thousands of assembled saints, that the keys of
the kingdom were held by the Twelve and that the man-
tle of the Prophet had fallen upon Brigham Young.

When President Young arose to address the saints,
he was transfigured before them. They beheld the Proph-
et Joseph Smith and heard the voice of the Prophet as
naturally and plainly as they ever had done while the
Prophet lived. The Lord was having his say as to who
should lead his people.

Then, while the Spirit of God was poured out upon
them, the saints were called upon, in accordance with the
law of common consent, to acknowledge and sustain as -
their leaders those whom the voice of the Lord had
named. The vote was unanimous. Not one hand was
raised against Brigham Young and the Twelve. The
Lord had spoken. The people had acknowledged that his -

27Joseph Fielding Smith, Essentials in Church History, p. 387.
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voice had been heard. The law of common consent had
worked perfectly. The action taken was binding upon the
Church. And the overwhelming majority of the members
of the Church followed Brigham Young to the West.

REVELATION AND LAW OF COMMON CONSENT

If any faction has rejected, or failed to accept, any of
the revelations given of the Lord in this dispensation,
thereby presuming to stand in judgment upon the Lord,
can they be in the strait and narrow way?

What application, if any, does the law of common
consent have to the revelations which the Lord gives?
Are revelations binding upon the Church only in the
event the Church votes to be bound by them? Who has
the final say about the validity and binding effect of rev-
elation—man or God?

Revelations originate with God, not with man. When
the Lord, in his infinite wisdom, deems fit to give counsel,
direction, and doctrine to his people, he does so through
the prophet whom he has appointed.

1t goes without saying that all revelation is truth;
that progress toward perfection comes only by adherence
to the truth; and that the truths of salvation are known
only by revelation. When the Lord speaks, therefore,
his words are binding upon all men, whether they approve
of what he has said or whether they reject it and rebel
against the Author of their being.

Any principle of the gospel can be used to illustrate
these truths. The Lord reveals that all men must believe
and be baptized in order to be saved, and that those who
do not believe and are not baptized shall be damned. Now,
does this revelation have to be approved by a vote of the
~ Church in order to be binding upon men?

Men have their agency, of course, and they can accept
or reject any truth of which they have knowledge. But
they cannot change either the revelations or their effects
upon men. If they do not believe and accept baptism
* under the hands of a legal administrator, they cannot be
saved, irrespective of whether they voted to be bound by
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. the revealed law or voted not to be bound by it. As

individuals or in groups, men may reject the revelations,
but by so doing they reject the blessings that would have
come by obedience and for their rejection they are
damned.

The same principles that apply to the revealed law
of baptism apply to any other revelation. The Lord com-
mands his people to perform baptisms for the dead; he
reveals to them holy ordinances whereby they are endowed
with power from on high; he gives them an eternal law
of marriage by obedience to which the family unit has
power to continue on in eternity—and all these laws are
binding Whether the Church accepts them by vote or not.
If they are rejected, by vote or otherwise, those so acting
cut themse}ves off from the promised blessings.

Now, if some church, professing to be built upon the
foundation revealed by the Lord to the Prophet Joseph
Smith, does not have all of the revelations (for instance,
those about salvation for the dead, temple endowments,
eternal marriage), then is it the Lord’s Church?

Because some have officially announced they know
of no temple building and of no ceremonial endowments
therein, is the revelation any the less binding upon
them.? And can they reap the blessings attendant upon
obedience to such principles, if they do not obey them?

Because some have officially said that the doctrine
of baptism for the dead as revealed to the Prophet is not
binding upon them, since it has neither been reiterated
nor referred to as a commandment, is it any the less bind-
ing? And can the attendant blessings be gained by failure
to conform to the revealed law?

WHY ARE REVELATIONS DELETED?

Why should followers of Joseph Smith wish to delete
any of the revelations of God? Is it because it would be
embar:rassmg to them to publish revelations which are
opposite to their beliefs, doctrines, and practices?

_ If they have unbounded animosity in their hearts for
Brigham Young, what is more natural than that they
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would delete the revelation in which the Ldrd calls him.

“dear and well-beloved” and commends him for his in-
tegrity and devotion ?*® ‘

If they have changed the name of the Church from
that which the Lord specifically decreed by revelation,
how better can they avoid embarrassment than to delete
the revelation ?*

If they claim no knowledge of temple building, what
would be an easier way out than to delete a revelation on
temple building ?*

If they are without the full comprehension of the
doctrine of salvation for the dead, and if they made no
attempt to exercise the sealing power restored by Elijah,
what is more natural—from their standpoint, not the
Lord’s—than to delete the revelation promising that Eli-
jah would come, and the one reciting that he did come?®

If they reject Brigham Young, they must necessarily
delete the revelation given him commanding the west-
ward march of the pioneers.”

If they do not believe in eternal marriage and the
continuation of the family unit in eternity, then the reve-
lations pertaining thereto must be discarded and de-
nied.®

And so it goes, revelation after revelation, and sub-
ject after subject. For one reason or another—reasons
that frequently can be gained only by surmise—more
than a score of revelations are deleted. The Doctrine and
Covenants, published by the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City, contains glorious
truths in all of the following sections (none of which sec-
tions are published in the Doctrine and Covenants of the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,
Independence, Missouri) : 2, 13, 77, 85, 87, 108, 109, 110,
111, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 120, 121, 122, 123,
125, 126, 129, 130, 131, 132, 136.

28Doctrine and Covenants 126
»Doctrine and Covenants 115.
s0Doctrine and Covenants 115.
a1Doctrine and Covenants 2; 110.
32Doctrine and Covenants 136.
®Doctrine and Covenants 131; 132.

'COMMON CONSENT 27

No reason is readily apparent wh
] y some of th
not find favor.m the eyes of those professing to sei?egg
in the prophetic cal} of Joseph Smith. Why, for instance
should the revel_atlon on war be missing? Why shoulci
Ehﬁ revealgd dedicatory prayer of the Kirtland Temple be
t? en out? What of 118sing revelations giving instruc-
blons to the qulve, speglfylng how tithing funds are to
rgcfi;;]entéhrecoerg: glorious truths about priesthood, di-
rect sogon?e activities of the saints in Iowa, and so on
And if one revelation can go by the b
another, and anqthgr, and another ?y Whe;*):;1 r?;i;’ilzv 'léltyegtc)lt
ad how long will it be before the power of finite man
Zr;,zadk;s t@edzﬂﬁn;t%/ z;nsdoml lo f God conform to man’s whims
_ rejudices en will th )
and }vhat hees ! bef? e next revelation be deleted,
nstead of rejecting portions of what ha
vealed, how much better it would be to seek forslz%%etn al;zeé
truth, and revelation, so that going from grace to érace
we might eventually attain the perfect day, have all light
and le\}l truth,hand inherit eternal exaltation.* ’
) ow we have seen what the law of com
as;};e ;d;leo échlngls to Wélifgl it applies; the thingsn}c(c))nwcl(l)incie?%
apply; an e manner i ich i
amor%%l;che }iiruflz ane ime mann. in which it has operated
Vhy should any remain in darkness relati i
g}?gté'lpn_e?t Tlriu}lly, ‘choseEl vf%rho are alive to the“t:ﬁifli)gsthéi
Spirit will have no difficulty i izi
and in conforming to it. Vit recognizing the truth
_The true operations of the law of co
distinguishes those who have the fulness n(;rfm%rﬁec%rcl)sszrg
from those who have only a part of the Lord’s will: it
dzlfferentlates betweer} those who have found the t’rue
Church of J esus Christ with all its saving powers and
those who cling to a hollow shell, without power to foster

?gr%%'m this life, or assure eternal life in the world to

MDD tri . . K
90:10-6:10)0. rine and Covenants 76:54-60: 93:6-37; (Reorg. Ch. ed. 76:55-k;
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