The Abrahamic Writings -

Quotations from Original Journals and Printed Sources

December 31, 1835
Account of the discovery. Report on the Ancient Records.

Thursday, 31--In the afternoon I attended at the chapel to give
directions concerning the upper rooms, and more especially the west
room, which I intend occupying for a translating room, which will be
prepared this week.

The public mind has been excited of late, by reports which have
been circulated concerning certain Egyptian mummies and ancient records,
which were purchased by certain gentlemen of Kirtland, last July. It
has been said that the purchasers of these antiquites pretend they have
the bodies of Abraham, Abimelech, (the king of the Philistines), Joseph,
who was sold into Egypt, &c., &c., for the purpose -7 attracting the
attention of the multitude, and gulling the unwary; ich is utterly false.
Who these ancient inhabitants of Egypt were, I do not at present say.
Abraham was buried on his own possession "in the cave of Machpelah, in
the field of Ephron, the son of Zohah, the Hittite, which is before
Mamre,''which he purchased of the sons of Heth. Abimelech lived in the
same country, and for aught we know, died there; and the children of
Israel carried Joseph's bones from Egypt, when they went out under Moses;
consequently, these could not have been found in Egypt, in the nineteenth
century. The record of Abraham and Joseph, found with the mummies, is
beautifully written on papyrus, with black, and a small part red, ink or
paint, in perfect preservation. The characters are such as you find upon
the coffins of mummies--hieroglyphics, etc.; with many characters of
letters like the present (though probably not quite so square) form of the
Hebrew without points. The records were obtained from one of the cata-
combs in Egypt, near the place where once stood the renowned city of Thebes,
by the celebrated French traveler, Antonic Lebolo, in the year 1831. He
procured license from Mehemet Ali, then Viceroy of Egypt, under the
protection of Chevalier Drovetti, the French Consul, in the year 1828,
and employed four hundred and thirty-three men, four months and two days
(if I understand correctly)--Egyptian or Turkish soldies [éié] , at from
four to six cents per diem, each man. He entered the catacomb June 7,
1831, and obtained eleven mummies. There were several hundred mummies
in the same catacomb; about one hundred embalmed after the first order,
and ;'aced in niches, and two or three hundred after the second and third

orders, and laid upon the floor or bottom of the grand cavity. The two




The Abrahamic Writings

Quotations from Original Journals and Printed Sources

last orders embalmed were so decayed, that they could not be removed,
and only eleven of the first, found in the niches. On his way from
Alexandria to Paris, he put in at Trieste, and after ten days' illness,
expired. This was in the year 1832. Previous to his decease, he made

a will of the whole, to Mr. Michael H. Chandler, (then in Philadelphia,
Pa.,) his nephew, whom he supposed to be in Ireland. Accordingly, the
whole were sent to Dublin, and Mr. Chandler's friends ordered them to
New York, where they were received at the Custom House, in the winter or
spring of 1833. 1In April, of the same year Mr. Chandler paid the duties
and took possession of his mummies. Up to this time, they had not been
taken out of the coffins, nor the coffins opened. On opening the
coffins, he discovered that in connection with two of the bodies, was
something rolled up with the same kind of linen, saturated with the same
bitumen, which, when examined, proved to be two rolls of papyrus, pre-
viously mentioned. Two or three other small peices of papyrus, with
astronomical calculations, epitaphs, &c., were found with others of the
mummies. When Mr. Chandler discovered that there-was something with the
mummies, he suppdsed or hoped it might be some diamonds or valuable metal,
and was no little chagrined when he saw his disappoint:«-nt. '"He was
immediately told, while yet in the custom house, that there was no man
in that city who could translate his roll: but was referred, by the same
gentleman, (a stranger) to Mr. Joseph Smith, Jun., who, continued he,
possesses some kind of power or gifts, by which he had prosviously trans-

lated similar characters."

I was then unknown to Mr. Chandler, neither
did he know that such a book or work as the record of the Nephites, had
been brought before the public. From New York, he took his collection on
to Philadelphia, where he obtained the certificate of the learned*, and
from thence came on to Kirtland, as before related, in July. Thus I
have given a brief history of the manner in which the writings of the
fathers, Abrahaiz and Joseph, have been preserved, and how I came in
possession of the same--a correct translation of which I «hall give in
its proper place.

To show the spirit of the public journals, such as the Philadelphia

Saturday Courier, New York Daily Advertiser, Sunday Morning News, and
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the press generally, the past year, towards me and the cause of God,
which I have fearlessly espoused, I quote the following, as a specimen

of the whole¢, from M. M. Noah's New Yo'k Evening Star:. .

*The account here given of how the Prophet came into possession of
the writings of Abraham, and of Joseph, the son of Jacob, was adapted
from an article in the Messenger and Advocate (Volume II, Number 3, page
233, 236, bearing date of December, 1835) signed by Oliver Cowdery. The
article is addressed to William Frye, Esq., of Gilead, Calhoun County,
I11. The certificate of the "learned" referred to, is in the body of the
article. It seems that Michael H. Chandler, the owner of the Egyptian
mummies and the papyrus, exhibited his treasures in Philadelphia, and,
while there, obtained the following opinion of several prominent doctors:

"Having examined with considerable attention and deep interest, a
number of mummies from the Catacombs, near Thebes, in Egypt, and now
exhibiting in the Arcade, we beg leave to recommend them to the observa-
tion of the curious inquirer on subjects of a period so long elapsed;
probably not less than three thousand years ago. The features of
some of these mummies are in perfect expression. The papyrus covered
with black or red ink, or paint, in excellent preservation, are very
interesting. The undersigned, unsolicited by any person connected by
interest with this exhibition, have voluntarily set their names hereunto,
for the simple purpose of calling the attention cof the public to an
interesting collection, not sufficiently know in this city."

John Redman Coxe, M.D.,
Richard Harlan, M.D.,

J. Pancoast, M.D.,

William P. C. Barton, M.D.,
E. F. Rivinus, M.D.,

Samuel G. Morgan, M.D.

"I concur in the above sentiments, concerning the collection of
mummies in the Philadelphia Arcade, and consider them highly deserving
the attention of the curious.

"W. E. Horner, M.D."

Another paragraph in the article explains how it came about that Mr,
Chandler gave the Prophet a certificate, concerning his belief in the
Prophet's ability to decipher the Egyptian hieroglyhpics of the papyrus—-
which certificate will be found at page 235, of this volume, under the
date of the purchase of the mummies and papyrus by certain persons in
Kirtland. From the paragraph referred to, it appears that on the morning
that Mr. Chandler first presented his papyrus to the Prophet Joseph
Smith, he was shown by the latter, a number of characters which had been
copied from the Nephite plates, and found that there were some points of
resemblance between some of the Nephite characters and some of the
characters on the Egyptian papyrus. Mr. Chandler then asked the Prophet's
opinion concerning the antiquity of the Egyptian papyrus, and also requested
him to give a transiation of the characters. The Prophet gave Mr. Chandler
a translation of :ome few of the Egyptian characters, which agreed with the
interpretation given by iearned men in other cities, where the mummies and
papyrus had been exhibited, whereupon Mr. Chandler gave the Prophet a cer-
tificate, stating the fact. (H.C. II:347-351;Dec. 31, 1835)
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July 6, 1835

Chandler in Kirtland--Egyptian mummies

On the 3rd of July, Michael H. Chandler came to Kirtland to exhibit
some Egyptian mummies. There were four human figures, together with
some two Or more roils of papyrus covered with hieroglyphic figures and
devices. As Mr. Chandler had been told I could translate them, he
brought me some of the characters, and I gave him the interpretation,
and like a gentleman, he gave me the following certificate:

| Kirtland, July 6, 1835.

This is to make known to all who may be desirous, concerning the
knowledge of Mr. Joseph Smith, Jun., in deciphering the ancient
Egyptian hieroglyphic characters in my possession, which I have, in
many eminent cities, showed to the most learned; and, from the information
that T could ever learn, or meet with, I find that of Mr. Joseph Smith,
Jun., to correspond in the most minute matter.

Michael Chandler

Traveling with, and proprietor of,
Egyptian Mummies.

(H.C. 1I:235)
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has been tainted by tho stenching

" breath of such men as Mr.  Campbell,

Mr. Avery, Mr. Clapp, Ms. Hurlburt,
and lcastof all the persccutors—the
dark colared man with a pitchfork? If
this is tho easc Iam sorry for them:e—
for a wis® man ought always 1o hear
both sides of a matter before ho judges
it. 1 shall Lring no miling accusa-
tions agaiast them: 1 have merely
drawn & picture of what they have has-
tily donc, that they may look upon it
and consider how many innocent men,
women, ond children have to sufler
perscevtion, hunger, thirst, and other
os(Mictions, for such rash words, nnd
foolish deeds.  No wondes Lynch law
is murdering throughout our once hap-

y country; no wonder mobafier mob
is hreoking the tender thread of law,
and bursting the strong bands of sacic-
1y, to spread  anarchy, confusion, do-
stroction and death:  no preference is
madc to virtuo morc than vice, by
men in high ploces; ond when o
scourgo swoeps off jls thousands, the
survivors, sccm to have becn sparcd
only to mock at the calamity; 1 do
sincercly hopo that all that _have slan-
dered the church of Latter Day Saints
will rcpont of their sins and folly:

“For bchold and lo vengeance cometh
apeedily npon the ungodly, as the wairlwind,
and who )} escape it: the Lord’s acourge
shall pass over by night and by dar and
the re thereo{ shall vex all peopie; yet,
it ehali not be stayed until the Lord come:
for the indignation of the Lovd is kindled a-
ginst their sbontinations, and all their wi
ed works.”

Tor tho lovo of liberty: vencrating
the memory of our worthy forefathers
who Uled that we might livo frce; for
the benefit of the oppresscd; for the
contimance of virtue, and in_the bles-
scd name of Jesus Christ, it i devout-
1y to be hoped that cvery man that has
injored, or spoken evil of the church
of Latter Day Saints, will bo'as {rec to

- make reparation, as hs was to give

currency 1o reports without foundation:
that they mny not ramain among that
class of beings, 1o whom the Savior’s
language to the Scribes, Pharisces and
aypocerites, will al:ply: for there isa
woo 1o 3zch as make clean the out side
of the platier; that praise virtue hut
nover practice it; that pay tithes, for
the sake of honor, and cstccm men and
moncy morc than truth aad meckncess,
and omit the “wcighticr matters of
the law,judgment, merey and foith,”

of the prosperity of the purc in beart,
praying thatthe Lord will have me

upon all that turh from the evil of their
woys; having virtuo for my aim; truth

for my stondard, and secking eternity |,
for on cverlasting inheritance, I shall
contigue to defend the causc of good- *
nces end humanity.

. Asever -’
’ W, W, POELPS.
To Jons Warrugr Esq. _ .

EGYPTIAN MUMMIES—-
. ANCIENT RECORDS.
The public mind has beea excited,
of late, by reports which have been
circulated concerning cortain Egj ptian

Mummics, and “aquantitg.nl gncicpt

xucards, which were purchased by cer-

tain geaticmen o this placo, last sur.
mer. e e
"1t has been said, that the purchascrs
of thesc antiquitics pretend they have |
the body of Abraham, Abimelech, tho
king of the Philistines, Joscph, who
was sold into Egypt, &c. & for the -
purposo of attracting tho nitention of
the multitude, and gullisg the unwary .
—which is utterly false., - . - :
For the purpaso of correcting these,
and other crroncous statements, con- :

k- | corning both the mummics and also

tho records, we givo an cxtract of o
lelter writton by o friendn this place,
who possesacs correct knowledge con-

3ha_thess poeicnt iphabitants of |

t protend 10 soy,~—
neither doos it maiter to us. Wo bave .
no idea or cxpectation, that cithor of
them are Abraham, Abimelech, or
Joseph. Abrabam was buricd on his
own posscasion, *in the cave of Mach-
pelah, in the ficld . of, Ephron, the son
of Zohar tho Hiltite, which is before
Mamre,” which he purchased of tho ~
cons of Ifethy Abimelech lived in the
same country, aund for aught wo know,
dicd thers, and tho children ~f Iemecl

1n the love of God, and in tie hops

.
. hd ’ .

carricd Joscph’s boncs (rom Ijgypt

cerning this matter, to o gentigmanwha
residcs at o distanco. - MM‘ ':"M.
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when they went out nader Mascs. Con-
acquently, could not have been found
in Egypt in the 10th cootury. But
the recordsaro the most important, cor~
cerning  which, wo refer our readers
to the extract for information.
«Kixrrano, Geavea Co. O,
‘ Deccmler 22, 1835.7
; bt . * b
‘Yours of tho 8th Oct. furnishes mat-
tor of importance. . You say truly
when you say, ¢Verily, this is a_groat
and marvclous work, indced.”  Others
moy bo enduwed with a superior abil-

“ity to myself, and thcreby be the bet-

ter qualified to eppretiate the great
condescension of 55; God in liggi(;lag
np this carth once more with such in-
tclligence from his presence, by the
ministering of his holy angels and by
his own voice. Be this as it may,
with the ability 1 have I cndeavor to bo
thankful.

That the Lord should again mani-
fest somcthing for the bencfil of man
in the last days, is por fectly consistent,
and so exactly accords with that writ-
ten by the holy prophots and apostics,
that it is annrcnt to mie, that none can
reject the fulness of tho gospel, exccpt
such as are led by an influenco other
than heavenly, or wilful blindness.—
But s it is, and yet the work spreads
end prospers. And considoring the]

‘»11 men --51_-m
it cannot but be acknowledged that the
hand of our God is put forth, to roll
on his work, his strange wo %, in the
oycs of the nations. My sinc.re pray-
cr is, that | may be fully qualified, by
his grace, to do the part assigned me,
that | may stand when he appearcth.

Upon tho subjeet of the Lgyption

_ records, or rother the writiogs of

Abroham and Joscph, I moy say a fow
words. This record is beautifully
written on pupyrus with black, and o
small part, red ink or paint, in perfect
prescrvation.  ‘The characters are such
as you find upon the coffins of mum-
mics, hicroglyphics, gec. with many
characters or Jollcrs exaotly like the
present, (though probably not quite so
squarc,) form of tho Hebrew without
points.

Thoso records wero obtained from
onoof the cntncombs in Lgypt, near
the place whoreonce stoodthe senown-
cd ety of Thebes, by tho celebratod

Frcnch teayoller Antonio Lobolo, in

the year 1831, He procured licenss
from Mechemet Ali, rhcn Vicoroy of
Eg 51. undor the protection of Chevae
lier Drovetti, the French Consul, in tho
year 18283 cmployed 433 men four
months and two days, (if I undorstood
corroctly, Egyptina or Turkish sol. -
diers,) at from Ivgx.,.l.g_-‘:.x_esm;.
diem, cach mang entcred the catacomb
[ Tune 7th, 1831, and obisined .cleven
Mummies. Thorc were scveral hune
dred Mummies in the samo catacomb:
about ono hundred embalmed alter the
first order, and deposited and placed in
niches, and two or.three hundred after
the second and third order, and laid
upon the floor or bottom of the grand
cavity, the two last orders of embalmed
wero so decayed that they could not be
removed, and only clevea of the first,
found inthe niches. On his way from -
Alexandria to Paris he put in at Tri-
esto, and after ten days illncss, expired.
This was in tho year 1832. Previous
to his deccase, ho made a will of the
whole to Mr. Michael H. Chandler,
then in Philadelphis, Pa. ,bj,%gﬁ\;é__
whom he supposed to have beed -
Ireland. Accordi:;gly the whole were
scnt to Dublin, addresscd according,
and Mr. Chandler’s fricnds ordered
them sent to New York, whore they
wera"received at the custom house, in

the winter or spring of 1833, -
L pril of the same ye r

i1 the qut b Moo i

;_passnasi Up to
this time -they had not been (aken out
of tho coffins nor the coflins opened.
On opening tho coffins ho discovered
that in conne:tion with two of the bo-
dies, wero something rolled up wih
the same kind of linnen, saturated with
the same bitumon, which, when cxam-
incd, proved to be two rolls of papyrus,
previously mentioned. 1 may add that
two or three other small picces of pa-
pyrus, with astronomical calculations,
cpitephs, &c. wero found with others
of the Mummics.

When Mr, Chandler discoverod that
thero was something with the. Mum-
mics, ho supposcd, or hol:ed it might
be somo diamonds or other valuoble
motal, and was no little chagrined
when bo saw his disappointment.  Ie
was immediatcly told, while yet in the
Custom House, that thero was 1o man
in that city, who could translato hiy
roll; but was roforred by tho samo gen-

tloman, (a strangor,) to Mr. Josoph
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Smith, jr. who, ¢ d he, P

scs some kind of power or gilts by
which he hod previously transluted
similar characters.  Bro. .‘Smith was
then unknown to Mr.' Chandler, neis
ther did he know 1hat such a book or
work as the record of the Nephites had

been brought before the public. From
g_z;_v_a_)'ni_.ba-iook_hh.collmiauo
Biladclphia,_whera ho. exhibited them

fora_compengatiop. The fa'lomng is
a centificate put into my hands by Mr.
Chandler, which he obtained while in
Philedciphia and will show the opinion
of the scientific of that city:

s}laving examincd with considera- |

blc attention and deep interest, a num-
ber of Muramics from the Catacombs,
ncur Thebes, in Egypt, and now ex-
hibiting i3 the Arcade, we beg Jeave to
recommend them 1o the obscrvation of
the curious inquirer on subjects of o
period so.long clapscd; probably not
lessthan theec thousand ycars ago.—
“The features of some of these Mum-

mies.are ia perfect expression. The

papyrus, covered with black or red
ank, or paint, m cxccllent preservation,
are very interesting.  “The undersign-
-«ed, unsolicited by any person connect-
-d by imerest with this exhibition, have
volantarily sct their pames hercunto,

for the simplo purposc of calling the |

:ollantion ©f the public, toan interesting
<ollection,-not sufficicotly known in this
<ity.” S )

JOHN REDMAN COXE, M. D.
RICHARD HARLAN, M. D. .

J. PANCOAST, M. D.

WILLIAM I C, BARTON, M. D.
E. F. RIVINUS, M. D.

SAMUEL G. MORGAN, M. D.

1 concur in the above sentiments,
<concerning tho colicction of Mummics
in tho Philadelphia Arcade, ond con-
eider them highly deserving tho atten-
tion of the curious.

. W. E. HORNER, M. D.

\Vhile Ms. Chandler was in Phila-
delphia, ho uscd every cxortion 1o find
some onc whocould give him thetrans-
lution of his papyrus, but could not,
satisfoctorily, though from samo few
wien of the frst eminence, ho oblain-
«d in a small degree, tho translation of
a fow characters.  Jerotio was rlol’cr-

A 'n,nnwns =
uently referred 1o bre. Smith fora
translation of his gyptian Relie.

It would bo beyond m u?oso to
follow this gcnllgmnn inyhl:s iferent
circuits to the time he visited this place
the last of June, or first of July, at
which time he presented bro, Smith
with his papyrus. Till thca neither
mysclf nor brother Smith koew of such

at

ration; The morning Mr.  Chandler
1 _prescnt 1S _pa 8 10 hro,=—
Smi he was shown, by the Juller, o

ihc 110so upon
gof Mr. C. which were pre=

1 contun=

quitics, or a translation of some of the

charactcrs, bro. 8, gave him the in-

terprelation of some few for his satis-
faction. ificution I will
ificate which I hold, -

nder the hand of Mr. Chandler,

———

“This is to make known 1o nl! who

cdge of Mr. Joscph Emith, jr. in de-".
ciphering tho ancient Egyption hiero-
glyphic characters, in my powcssion,
which I have, in many cmincnt cities,
shown to the most learncd: And, from
the information that ] could ever learn, -

miouto matters,”
signed) ) :

“MICHAEL 1. CHANDLER.”

“Imlnlllﬂﬂ l:‘"h' nqd px ‘DIIEIQZ
Ezypiian Mummips.”

The forcgoing is verbatin os given
by Mr. C. cxcepting the addition of
punctuation, ond spenks sufficionly
plain without requiring comment from
fme. It was givon provious to tho pur-
chnso of tho antiquitics, by any porson

here. .

relics being in America. My, Chane

vance of my nar-

T .
“Iirtland, July OtA, 16857 . .

ing the history of the Nephiwes, or
%g Eﬁ Eaéon. R
. Being soliciléd by Mr. Chandler to -

givo an opinion concerning his anti- -

may be desirous, concerning th - koowle -

ormeet with, I find that of Mr. Joseph™ -
Smith, jr. to correspond in tho moet

of -
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— . . - rd
isriticn is vory comprehensivg, and

iking. ‘The cvidence is apparent
upon the face, that they wero written
by persons acquainted with the history
of the creation, the fall of man, ond
moro or lcss-of the correct idcas of no-
tions of the Deity. Tho representa-
tion of the god-head—three, yet in one,
is curiously drawn ta givo simply,
of that exalted personage. Tho sor-
ted _as walking, or

. 111
Y T T T
figure, s to roe, onc ol tho groatest

ycprescotations I havo cver secen upon
Japer, or 8 Wrilm

an townr;.s com'mcmg 1Ee
ixi n he holy scriptures,
mgﬁllé that Eﬂ which -has cv-

infidci commu-

Mmﬂ%&‘_”lﬂ a-
i mighty sweep, the wholo

By Josephus, 18 Gpon the same roll.—
Truc, our present version of tho bible
docs not mention this fact, though it
speaks of tho rightcousncss of Abel
and the holiness of Enochy—one shin
beeause his ofloring was aceopted of
the Lord,-ond the other taken to 1?5
igns of cvorlasting day without
ing confincd to the narrow limits of the
tomb, or tasting death; but Jggaphussgys
hatthe descendantiof Scth wero viee

.

of the bottomless pit, and- at the ga
time - the - devil as* being cluined“::g

g-|shut up in the bottomless pit. - But -

on this last scone, 1 am uble- vnly- to
givoyou a shadow; to the real picture,
1 am- certain it cannot be viewed withe
aut ﬁllinﬂ tho . mind with-awe, unless
the. mind is far estranged from God:
and I .sincerely  hope, that, ming may
never- go so far estray, nor wander
from thos3 . rational . principles of the
doctrine of our Savior, so much, as.ia
become --darkoned in the lcast; and
thoroby . foil to_ have _that, to us, the

mo of all transactions, so impressive-
ly-fixed upon the heart;--that 1 become:
not like the beast; not - knowing whith-
or I am going, - nor whnt«shplf bo my
final en L
I might continue my comhunica-
tion to a great length upon tke differ-
cnt figures and characters rejrosented
upon the two solls, but I have no doulit
my subjecf has already beome suffi-
cicatly prolix for your paticnce: I will.
thereloro soon ccase for the present.—

documents will be completed, I am un-

their size,

will-make; judgi

o

"
face to face. Be there littls or much,

it mu an incstimable acquisition

a at

znowled,
thal, In
" the proiiiecy of Adam,

“iioycaq once

h our present seripturcs, fulfilling, in

Fa small degree,-the word of the § voph-
[@l: For the eurth shall Lo fuil of the

knowledge of the Lord as the waiers
covor tho een.

P. 8. You will havo undoarstood
Tro
mics were taken from tho catacomb,
at the time of which I havo been speak-
|ing, and nothing decfinita having been
snid as to their disposal, I may, with

ono view you beh Savior scatod
upon his throne, crowned, and holling
the scepires of rightcousncss and pows

ery baluio whom nalso, are scsemblod §
the twelve tribes of Isracl, the nations, §

lJanguages and tongucs of tha carth,
the kingdoms of the world over which
-sotan is repiesented as reigning,  Mi-
chael tho archangel, holding the key

proprioty add a fow worids.

apoke:-ond tho Pnining four bx EOﬂ" ’
llcg)__‘gg g;idcnt c .

Frcnlcst of all days, and the most sub-.
H

able to say; ncither can | give youo
probable idea hurlurgrmfum-they

m the foregoing, that cleven Mum--

L i‘.‘ )

)

When thao translation of thise valuablo™
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ESSENGEN AND ADVOCATE.

thou [1+}

Th o] much
rus

If Providence pcrmits, [ will, orc

long, writo zou a‘ﬁnin upon the propri-
cty of looking lur udditions* to our
present scriptuces, according to their
wiwn literal reading.

Belicvo® mo 1o bo, siv, sincerely and
truly, your brothor in the bonds of the

! 0 not consiucy

new and everlasting covenant.

. w'OLI\{ER COWDER\'.d
;) 8. Fave, Esg Gilecod,
Calhoun co. UL Beq

_ Paris, Henry co. Tenn.
Dear Baorner ix Tue Lorn:-Since
the 21st of Scpt. 1 have cxtended tho
{imits of my travels to Clork River
Ky, Here 1 proclaimed the gaspel, on

" Sabbath and Mondsy, and was public-

Jy opposcd by o Campbellite Iriest;
although weak, in and of myself, yetl
wiclded the sword in tha name of, the
Lord Josus, dnd prevailed. :

1 delivesed three discousses; which |

included, tho gospel of Jesus Christ,
the asuthenticity of the Book of Mor
mon, and tho mucrinﬁ and gathering
of the house of lsracl: after which
thr ‘c came forward for baptism: I con~

* firmed them, by the water side, and

left them strong i the faith of the now
nnd overlasting covenant. There aro
some morc in this icc’ who will fol-
low the cxample of the three which 1
have been speaking of. I took my
Jeave of these my new brethren and
fricnds, and journeyed to Taropes,
where we had baptized some belore.—

.. 1 held two meetings in this Elace; af-

ter which cight presented themselves
as candidates for baptism:  Wo imme-~
vrately repaired 1o the water, tho so-
J.mnities of cteraity, and the the Spirit
of tho Lord rested upon the congrega-
1 baptized 14 sinco the 21st of
Sept . -
~ Yours is the new covenant,

W. WOGDRUFF.
To J. WaiTszn,

NOTICE.
Wo the 70, heroby inform Hiran
Strattan, that we have withdrawn our

fcllowship from him, until be rcturns
to Kirtland and makca satisfoction.
SYLVESTER SMITH~—Clerk,

slmatemtssnrnsamsemumtuby .

Eztract of a leter, dated, Iirtland,
Dee. 6, 1835 ,

Dcar brothert - o

Almost threo years hove
passed away sinco [ ainbruced the fak
uess of the gospel of Christ. During
the obove mentioned timo; I havg |
travelled probably not less than cight
thousand milcs, and cansay of a {ruth,
that I have becn receiving additionnt
cvidenccs continually, that the wark
in which 1 have been engnged, is of
tho Lord. Since tho fiest of Ducom==--
ber, I have scen the addition of sbout
130, to the church. Within a few
months past 1 have baptized six, ond
in company with other clders fiftecn
more.

The churches in which 1bave labor-
ed, generally aro inercasiug in aum-
bers, {uith, and rightcousness.

Yours i tho bond of the new cov-

cnnat. <
BAMUEL BROWN. |
ToJ. Wmruer,. - . -

o

Xirtland, Dec. 12, 1835.

I embrace this opportunity to give
you & bric{ account of my labors tha
past scason. [ left Kirtland tho 8th of
June, afler o plensant passage to Buf~
falo I went.into Genesseo county No——
Y. where | bold a number of meetings
and proclaimed the gospel without re-
sorve. I then went to Frecdom, was
joined by clior Darwin Richardson,
wa tarricd a little in Wayno county, im
ond near a placc called Cruso Island,
in this ploce cldors Gront ap2 Stanley
had bocn laboring and did magnifly ~
their calling; they sowed the seed, for
it has sprang up aad borns (ruit. .

Wo journied on castward having
ncithcr purso nor scrip, and wes fc
and lodged by tho kind iohalitents,
who wera patrons of the truth, unto
whom wo proclaimed the gospei, not
only in public but in privets; wo wero
Kkindly treated by the people in Alhre-
tha Montgomery county. Dr. Drake
was solicitous to have auother inter~
view, but with us it wea nct conveniont:
wo held o few meclings in tho towa of |
Pawlay, V. Hers at tho eloso-cf onoof
our mectings a Campbellite, eftor in-
terogating us, uscd the words of Aquil-

la aad Priscilla ta Apollus, for zaid s,



Oliver Cowdery, second elder in the Church, and Joseph Smith's scribe
during most of the Book of Mormon translation and then assisting with the
Abrahamic trénslation expressed hils high regard for the Egyptian records
calling them "an inestimable acquisition to our present scriptures.”

", . .When the translation of these valuable documents will be completed
, I am unable to .say; nelther can 1 ; ve you a proba fdea how large
volumes they will make; but judging from thelr size, and the comprehensive-
ness of the language, one mlght reasonably expect to cce a sufficlent to
develop much upon the mighty acts of the auncient men of God, and of his
dealing with the children of men when they saw him face to face. Be there
little.or much, it must be an inestimable acquisition to vur present
scrip£ures, fulfilling, in a small degree, the word of the prophet: For
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover
the sea.

P. S. You will have understood from the foregoing, that eleven
Mummies were taken from the catacomb, at the time of which I have been
speaking, and nothing definlte having been sald as to thelr disposal, I
may, with propriety add a few words. Seven of the said eleven were
purchased by gentlemen for private museums, previous to Mr. Chandler's
visit to this place, with a small quantity of papyrus, similar, (as he
says,) to the astronomical representation, contained with the present two
rolls, of which I previously spoke, and the remalniny four by gentlemen

resident here.



Though the Mummies themselves are a curiosity, and an astonishment,
well calculated to arouse the mind to a reflection of past ages, when
men strove, as at this day; to lmmortalize their names, though in another
manner, yet I do not conslider them of much value compared with those

records which were deposited with them.

If Providence permits, I will, ere long, write you again upon the

propriety of looking for additions to our present scriptures, according

to their own literal reading."23

. Messeraer } ADJOCATE

Vbt IL #3 pp. R3e-233
Dea (935
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The public mind has been excited of late, by reports
which have been circulated concerning certain Egyp-
tian mummies and ancient records, which were pur-
A3 Aceount chased by certain gentlemen of Kirtland, last
of the Book July. It has been said that the purchasers of

i " these antiquities pretend they have the bodies
of Abraham, Abimelech, (the king of the Philistines,)
Joseph, who was sold into Egypt, &ec., &c., for the pur-
pose of attracting the attention of the multitude, and
gulling the v:wary; which is utterly false. Who these
ancient inhabiants of Egypt were, I do not at present
say. Abraham was buried on his own possession ‘‘in the
cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron, the son of
Zohah, the Hittite, which is before Mamre,’”’ which he
purchased of the sons of Heth. Abimelech lived in the
si.. . country, and for aught we know, died there; and
the children of Israel carried Joseph’s boues from Egypt,
when they went out under Moses; consequently, these
could not have been found in Egypt, in the nineteenth
century. The record of Abraham and Joseph, found
with the mnmmies, is beautifully written on papyrus,
with black, and a small part red, ink or paint, in perfect
preservation. The characters are such as you find upon
the coffins of mummies—hieroglyphics, ete.; with many
characters of letters like the present (though probably
not quite so square) form of the Hebrew without points.
The records were obtained from one of the catacombs in
Egypt, near the place where once stood the renowned
city of Thebes, by the celebrated French traveler, Antonio
Sebolo, in the yesr 1831. He procured license from
Mehemet Ali, then Viceroy of Egypt, under the protec-
tion of Chevalier Drovetti, the French Consul, in the year
1828, and employed four hundred and thirty-three men,
four months and two days (if I understand correctly)—
Egyptian or Turkish soldies, at from four to six cents
per diem, each man. He entered the catacomb June 7, 1831,
and obtained eleven mummies. There were several hun-
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dred mummies in the same catacomb; about one hundred
embalmed after the first order, and placed in niches, and
two or three hundred after the second and third orders,
and laid upon the floor or bottom of the grand cavity.
The two last orders of embalmed were so decayed, that
they could not be removed, and only eleven of the first,
found in the niches. On his way from Alexandria to
Paris, he put in at Trieste, and, after ten days’ illness,
expired. This was in the year 1832. Previous to his
decease, he made a will of the whole, to Mr. Michael H.
Chandler, (then in Philadelphia, Pa.,) his nephew, whom
he supposed to be in Ireland. Accordingly, the whole
were sent to Dublin, and Mr. Chandler’s friends ordered
them to New York, where they were received at the Cus-
tom House, in the winter or spring of 1833. In April, of
the same year, Mr. Chandler paid the duties and took
possession of his mummies. Up to this time, they had
not been taken out of the coffins, nor the coffins opened.
On opening the coffins, he discovered that in connection
with two of the bodies, was something rolled up with the
same kind of linen, saturated with the same bitumen,
which, when examined, proved to be two rolls of papyrus,
previously mentioned. Two or three other small pieces
of papyrus, with astronomical calculations, epitaphs, &e.,
were found with others of the mummies. When Mr.
Chaudler discovered that there was something with the
mummies, he supposed or hoped it might be some
diamonds or valuable metal, and was no little chagrined
when he saw his disappointment. ‘‘He was immediately
told, while vet in the custom house, that there was no
man in that city ~ho could translate his roll: but was re-
ferred, by the same gentleman, (a stranger,) to Mr. Jos-
eph Smith, Jun., who, continued he, possesses some
kind of power or gifts, by which he had previously trans-
lated similar characters.”” I was then unknown to Mr.
Chandler, neither did he know that such a book or work
as the record of the Nephites, had been brought before
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the public. From New York, he took his collection on
to Philadelphia, where he obtained the certificate of the
learned,* and from thence came on to Kirtland, as before
related, in July. Thus I have given a brief history of the
manner in which the writings of the fathers, Abraham

* The account here given of how the Prophet came into possession. of the writings
of Abraham, and of Joseph, the son of Jacob, was adapted from an article in the
Messenger and Advocate, (Volume II, Number 3, pages 233, 236, bearing date of
December, 1835) signed by Oliver Cowdery. The article is addressed to William
Frye, Esq., of Gilead, Calhoun County, Il. The certificate of the ‘‘learned’’ re-
ferred to, is in the body of the article. It seems that Michael H. Chandler, the
owner of the Egyptian mummies and the papyrus, exhibited his treasures in Phil-
adelphia, and, while there, obtained the following opinion of several prominent
doctors: ) .

‘“Having examined with considerable attention and deep interest, a number of
mummies “rom the Catacombs, near Thebes, in Egypt, and now exhibiting in the
Arcade, we beg leave to recommend them to the observation of the curious inquirer
on subjects of a period so long elapsed; probably notless than three thousand years
ago. The features of some of these mummies are in perfect expression. The
papyrus covered with black or red ink, or paint, in excellent preservation, are very
interesting. The undersigned, unsolicited by any person connected by interest
with this exhibition, have voluntarily set their names hereunto, for the simple pur-
pose of calling the attention of the public to an interesting eollection, not suf-
filciently koow in this city.”

JoHN REpMAN CeoxE, M. D.,
Ricgarp Haruan, M. D,

J. PaNcoast, M. D.,

Wirrtiam P, C. Bartow, M. D,
E. F. Rivinus, M. D.,

SaMUEL G. MORGAN, M. D.

“I concur in the above sentiments, concerning the collection of mummies in the
Philadelphia Arcade, and consider them highly deserving the attention of the

curious.
“W. E. HorNER, M. D"’

Another paragraph in the article explains how it came about that Mr. Chandler
gave the Prophet a certificate, concerning his beliet in the Prophet’s ability to deci-
pher the Egyptian hieroglyphics of the papyrus—which certificate will be found at
page 235, of this volume, under the date of the purchase of the mummies and papy-
rus by certain persons in Kirtland. From the paragraph referred to,it appears that on
the morning that Mr. Chandler first presented his papyrus to the Prophet Joseph
Smith, he was shown Ly the latter, a number of characters which had been copied
from the Nephite plates, and found that there were some points of resemblance be-
tween some of the Nephite characters ana some of the characters on the Egyptian
papyrus. Mr, Chandler then asked the Prophet’s opinion concerning the antiquity
of the Egyptian papyrus, and also requested him to give a transiation of the charac-
ters., The Prophet gave Mr. Chandler a translation of some few of the Egyptian
characters, which agreed with the interpretation given by learned men in other
cities, where the mummies and papyrus had been exhibited, whereupon Mr. Chand-
ler gave the Prophet a certificate, stating that fact.
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and Joseph, have been preserved, and how I came in
possession of the same—a correct translation of which I
shall give in its proper place.

To show the spirit of the public journals, such as the
Philadelphia Saturday Courier, New York Daily Adver-
tiser, Sunday Morning News, and the press mone of the
generally, the past year, towards me and the American
cause of God, which I have fearlessly es- the Propbet.
poused, I quote the following, as a specimen of the whole,
from M. M. Noah’s New York Evening Star:

HEATHEN TEMPLE ON LAKE ERIE.

That bold-faced imposter, Joe Smith, of Gold Bible and Mormon
memory, has caused his poor fanatic followers to erect on the shores of
Lake Brie, near Painesville, Ohio, a stone building, 58 by 78 feet, with
dormer windows, denominating the same ‘‘The Temple of the Lord.””
We should think this work of iniquity extorted out of the pockets of his
dupes, as it reflects its shadows over the blue Lake, would make the
waters crimson with shame at the prostitution of its beautiful banks
to such unhallowed purposes.

Thus muech from M. M. Noah, a Jew, who had used all
the influence in his power, to dupe his fellow Jews, and
make them believe that the New Jerusalem for them, was
to be built on Grand Island, whose banks are surrounded
by the waters of the same Lake Erie. The Lord reward
him according to his deeds.
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but have removed their heart far from
me, and their feartoward me wastaught
by the precept of men ; therefore behold,
I will again do a marvellous work and
a wonder ; for the wisdom of their wise
men shall perish, and the understanding
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS
36, CHAPEL S8TRELT, LIVERPOOL,

MILLENNIAL STAR,

EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY P, P. PRATT AND T. WARD,
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No.

" every word that proceedeth out of his

mouth.  We congratulate the 8aints of
.the Last Days on their inestimable pri-
tvileges in- having raised up unto them a
*servant of the Lord, like unto Moses, to

gmde his peqple and make known unto
' | the purposes of the Most High,

,; 'Wa have much pleasure this mont.h in}|

" # 0id translation.

and

being able to give an illustration and
extract from the Book oF ABRAMAM;
a book of higher antiquity than any
portion of the bible. Singular is the
providence by which this ancient record
fell into the hunds of the servant of the
Lord, Josepu 3MITH. _A gentleman,
travelling in Eglpt mad%‘ﬁ!‘lé&‘i?&ﬁ?
several mummies, of the best kind of
embalming, and of course in the best
state of preservation; on his way to
England he died, bequeathing them to
a gentleman of the name of CHANDLER.
They arrived in the Thames, but it was
found the gentleman was in America,
they were then forwarded to New York
and advertised, when Mr. CHANDLER
came forward and claimed them. One
of the mummies, on being unrolled, had
underneath the cloths in which it was
wrapped, lying upon the breast, a roll of
papyrus, in an excellent state of preser-
vation, written in Egyptian character,
and illustrated in the manner of our en.
graving, which is a copy from a portien
of it. The mummies, together with the
record, have been exhibited, generally,
through the States, previous to their fall-
ing into our hands. Mr. CHANDLEB
was, of course, anxious to find some one
who could interpret or translate this va-
luable relic of antiquity, and, we believe,
on one occasion, met with an individual
who was enabled to decipher 8 small por-
tion, or, at least, to give an opinion of
what he supposed its meaning to be. He
every where heard mention of Jaserm
SMmiTH and the Book of Mormon, but so
generally associated with something slan-
derous, that he could scarcely think se-
riously of applying to him. But at
length, however, he called upon Mr.
SMiTH, to inquire if he had a power by
which he could translate the ancient
Egyptian. Mr. SMITH replied that he
had, when Mr. CHANDLER presented the
fragment which had been partially inter-
preted. Mr. SumITH retired into his
translating room, and presently returned
with a written translation in English, of

N
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the fragment, confirming the supposed
meaning ascribed to it by the gentleman
to whom it had becn previously present-
ed. An event, of a aature so extraordi-
pary, was of course soon noised abroad,
when a number of gentlemen in the
neighbourhood, not connected with the
Saints, united together, and, purchasing
the record together with some or all of
the mummies, made Mr. SMITH a present
of them. Therecordis now in course of
translation by the means of the Urim and

Thtmmim, and proves to be a record

written partly by the father of the faith-
ful, Abraham, and finished by Joseph
when in Egypt. After his death, it is
supposed they were preserved in the fa-
mily of the Pharachs and aftcrwards
hid up with the embalmed body of the

female with whom they were found.j'

“Thus 1t Is, indeed, true, that the ways of

the Lord are not as man’s ways, nor his
thoughts as our thoughts. Here, then,
is another subject for the Gentile world
to stumble at, and for which to persecute
the Saints, not knowing that there is
nothing hidden but what shall be brought
to light, and nothing secret but what
shall be discovered. Let us have.no re-
velations is the popular cry of the day;
any one’s creed but God’s. How true
were the word’s of Jesus, “ because I
come unto you in my father’s name ye
will not receive me; if another should
come in his own name, him ye will re~
ceive.”

The language of the present genera-
tion is, we can believe in the marvellous
works of God in former ages, but not

"now; how will they be confounded as

the mighty purposes of Jehovah roll on
unfolding mystery after mystery to his
people, while his judgments are pouring
out upon the ungodly and the unbeliev-
ing. '

Let the Saints be faithful and watch-

ful, and be ready to receive all things
that God shall be pleased to communi-
cate for their well-being in these the last
days ; bearing in mind thathis great and

finishing work, his gathering of the
Saints together into one, in order to es-
tablish his kingdom, the dominion of
which shail be universal, and all powers
become subject unto it, will require re-
velations peculiar to itself, such as were
never communicated at any former period
of time. Now is the day of the trial of
our faith, the day of warfare and of strife
against the powers of darkness; but
anon shall be the day of triumph, blessed
shall they be who endure unto the end,
and overcome, and swell the song of vic-
tory, for they shall have power over the
nations to rule them with a rod of iron,
and they shall have given unto them the
morning star.

¥tems of News.

We rejoice to say, that in the midst of
all the slander and calumny that the
powers of evil combined can possibly heap
upon the cause of God, the work 1s still
rolling on very satisfactorily. In Liver-
pool, the weekly addition averages from
vight to ten, with an increasing and at-
tentive congregation.

From elder Cuerden of Bradford, we
have received intelligence that the num-
ber of members bad increased to fifty-
four, with the expectation of confirming
some fifteen more the following week.
Indeed, in every neighbourhood from
which we have received intelligence, the
work is steadily onward, and we trust
that the additions that are made in these
days of trial and persecution, may be
mostly permanent ; for they must be de-
termined and faithful men that steadily
count the cost, and confess not only that
Jesus has come in the flesh, but that he
has renewed his covenant, and that his
religion is a religion of revelation; not
ushering his followers into eternity, with
¢ shadows, cloud:. and darkpess resting
uponit,” but bringing #life and immor-
tality to light,” for which the gospel was
originally designed, and cpening a glo-
ricus vista into the future, by which the
people of God can attain unto the know-
iedge of things to come.

Let the Saints rejoice in their high and

holy privileges, for ¢ God hath spoken
good concerning Israel, and the time to

favour Zion, yea, thesst time, is come.” -
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" EGYPTIAN ANTIQUITIES,

These Mummies, wiii: Saden others,
weéro taken from the Cataconbs of Egypt,
near where the ancient, und we may say,
almost unparalleled city of T'hebes once
stood, by the celebrated French traveller
Antonio Lebolo; at n great expense, un-
der the protection of the French Counsul,
by consent of Mehemet Ali, the Viceroy
of Egypt. It is to be noticed that sever-
al hundred Mum:-ies, difforently embalm-
ed wera found in the samse catuacomb, but
only the eleven in a state to be removed.
'The seven have been sold to gentlemen
for private museums, and in consequence
urq kept from the eye of tho public,—-
They have been oxhibited in Philadelphin
aud Baltimore, to crowded audiences; in
the latter place, although only engaged
for two weeks, the exhibition was pro-
longed to five wecks, with v traction.  Of
all the relics of the ancicut world that
time has left, the Mummy is the most
interesting. It is a well known fact, re-
corded in both sacred and profane history
that men were embalmed, which science
has attracted the learned for nges. Al
other antiquitiesare hut the work of man,
but Mummies present us with the wen
thomselves——they are the personages,
preserved in human form, for the pgaze
and attraction of peoplo who are occupy-
ing down the stream of time cenwries

“.(HI‘KI\I('HUUS actors i” those ”l'.i"h(y scehod
of which the history ol LEgypt is f(ull.
An hundred  gencrations have  passed
away, and naw cmpires have began since
this tlesh was animiated—since theso cyes
werg bright, and this tonguo was el
oquent, and the heart beat within this
breast.  "Theso strangers illustrious (rom
their antiquity, may have lived in the
dnys of Jacob, Moses, or David, and of
course some thousund years have clapsed
since these bodies were uninted with
the breath of hfe!l lHistorv records the
fact, that the higher cinss concealed their
knowledge from the lower, in figures nnd
hieroglyphic characters—-A few of those,
upon pupyrus, used by tho Ligyptians for
writing, will be exhibited wiih tho Mun-
mies.

Having examined with considernble
attention and deep interest, a number of
Mummies from tho catacombs, near
T'hebes, in Lgypt, and now exhibited in
the Avende, we beg leuve to recommend
them to the obscrvation of the curious in-
quirer on subjects of aperiod so long elaps-
ed; probably not less than three thousand
yearago. ‘The features of some of these
Mummies are in perfect expression.——
The papyrus, covered with black or red
ink, or puint,in excellent preservation, ave
very interesting. ‘I'he undersigned, un-
solicited by any person conuected by in-
terest with this exhibition, have volunta-
rily set their names hercunto, for the
sinplo purpose of calling the uttention of
the public to an interesting collection, not
sufliciently known in this city.

JOHN REDMAN COXE, M. D.
RICHARD IDARLAN, M. D.
J. PANCOAST, M. D.

WILLIAM P. C. BARTON, M. D.
1. F. RIVINUS, M. D.

SAMUEL G. MORGAN, M. D.

I concur in the nbove seutiments, con-
cerning the collection of Mummies in the
Philadelphin Arcade, and consider them
highly deserving the nttention of the

curious. W. K. IHIORNER, M. D.

We have in our posscesion the four mummies
referred ta. They together with the records,
were purchased of a Mr. Clinndler who exhib-
ited them in difforent parts of the Union, and
sold them to us in Kirtland Ohio. The abovo
is & copy of the original placards published by

from those—they have certainly been

Mi. Chandler, whilat they wero yet in his pos-
Scesion,
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EGYPTIAN MUMMIES

The largest collection of EGYPTIAN MUMMIES ever exhibited in this
city, 1s now‘to be seen at the Masonic Hall, in Chesnut Street above
Seventh.
They were found in the vicinity of Thebes, by the celebrated traveler
Antonio Lebolo and Chev-lier Drovettl, General Consul of France in Egypt.
some writings on Papirus (sic) found with the Mummies, can also be
seen, and will afford, no doubt, much satisfaction to Amateurs of Antiquities,.

Admittance 25 cents, children half price. Open from 9 A.M. till 2 P.M.,
and from 3 P.M. to 6.

Ap 3 - d3W

The above article ran April 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15,
17, 18, 19, 20, and 23. Not located on April 13, 16, and 22, There was
no paper published on Sunday, so April 7, 14, and 21 are eliminated.
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EGYPTIAN MUMMIES

Our limited room will not at present permit an extended description
of these remarkable post humous travelers who are now in this village;
but we cannot forbear calling upon those of our citizens who have not
seen these ancient specimens of humanity, to visit them before they are
removed, which we understand will be in 3 or 4 days. The exhibitor
permits as free an examination of them as is consistent with their
preservation. Specimens of the ancient method of writing on papyrus,
found with the mummies, as also shown by Mr. Chandler, whose intelligent
conve: sation adds much to the interest of the exhibition.

The collection is offered for sale by the proprietor.

Cleveland Advertiser

Thurs. March 26, 1835

on original - can't xerox
(too brittle)

Western Reserve Historical
Society, Cleveland

Another Humbug.-- We are credibly informed that the Mormons have

purchased, of Mr. Chandler, three of the Mummies which he recently ex-

. hibited in this village; and that the prophet Joe has ascertained, by
examining the papyrus through his spectacles, that they are the bodies
of Joseph, (the son of Abraham,) and King Abimeleck and his daughter.’
With this shallow and contemptible story, Williams has commenced traveling
about the country, and will no doubt gull multitudes into a bellef of its
truth. Surely one half of the world are fools. o

The Cleveland Whig
August 5, 1835, page 1
S (Western Reserve Library)



Munuscript from which the Prophet Joseph Smith obtained
- Fucsimile 1, part of the Book of Abraham, is included in
' ’ “this valuable find.

| Egyptian Papyri Rediscovered

By Jay M. Todd

Editorial Associate

¢ I'erhaps no discovery in recent mem-
mv is expected to arouse as much
wirlrspread interest in the restored gos-
pel as is the recent discovery of some
{:pvptian papyri, one of which is
jnewn to have been used by the
t'1vphet Joseph Smith in producing
ihs: Book of Abraham.

| he papyri, long thought to have
- burned in the Chicago fire of
{11, were presented to the Church on
I-{ovember 27, 1967, in New York City
Iiv the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
move than a year after Dr. Aziz S.
Ativa, former director of the Univer-
aity of Utah’s Middle East Center, had
his startling discovery while
hiyoevsing through the New York mu-
~equn'’s papyri collection.

tucluded in the collection of 11 man-

~ by J Heslop

uscripts is one identified as the i
original document from which Joseph A
Smith obtained Facsimile 1, which P T
prefaces the Book of Abraham in the S Co

Pearl of Great Price. Accompanying /i
the manuscripts was a letter dated / '
May 26, 1856, signed by both Emma /
Smith Bidamon, widow of the Prophet 1 "%
Joseph Smith, and their son, Joseph
Smith, attesting that the papyri had
been the property of the Prophet.
Some of the pieces of papyrus
apparently include conventional hiero-
glyphics (sacred inscriptions, resembl-
ing picture-drawing) and hieratic (a
cursive shorthand version of hiero-
glyphics) Egyptian funerary texts, *
which were commonly buried with
Egyptian mummies. Often the funerary
texts contained passages from the



D1 Asis Aliya examines manuscripts in the room in which he found
the papyri and document signed by Emma Smith.

s ol the Dead,” a book that was to
awof in the safe passage of the dead
preoin inlo the spirit world. It is not
ke ol this time whether the ten
uthot phesws of papyri have a direct
cunne linn with the Book of Abraham.

It wna also discovered that on the
brbing ot three of the manuscripts
(the hg.-l,nng was pasted to the fragile
masineripels, apparently by the Proph-
et luaeph to give them firm support)
aps aone jottings, hand-drawn maps,
amd ayuoent notations of townships,
all thought to be in the Prophet
Juwrphy Hinith's  handwriting.  Their
i taner: or revelance has not yet
beent parvitained but will be of intense
Intsinat (v Latter-day Saint historians.

Fhe endlection of manuscripts was
preavnted to President N. Eldon Tan-
het of 1he First Presidency by Thomas
p (i Huoving. director of the Metro-
pulttan Museum of Art, in an impres-
alys cpremony held in the New York
muasuwin and attended by worldwide
news ngencies.  After being displayed
g Ve Church offices in Salt Lake

1

City, the manuscripts were turned
over to Dr. Hugh Nibley, scholar, lin-
guist at Brigham Young University,
and contributing editor of The Im-
provement Era. for further research
and study.

The story of the unusual manner in
which the Prophet Joseph Smith ob-
tained the original papyri and four
Lgzyptian mummies has been told often
and is full of adventure and fascina-
tion. But of equal interest is the story
of Dr. Aziz S. Atiya’s discovery of the
papyri in the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, which is best told in his own
words:

“I was writing a book at the time,
one that I had started while a proles-
sor of world Christianity and eastern
Christianity, and I went to the Metro-
politan Museum of Art looking for
documents, papyri, pictures, and illus-
trations to serve the book. It must
have been in the early spring of 1966.
I really forget the date. My book was
ready for the press, and I was looking
for supplementary material.

'y

Dr. Aziz Atiya, Dr. Joseph Noble, Dr. Thomas P. F. Hoving, President
Tanner compare Facsimile No. 1 with original.

“While I was in one of the dim
rooms where everything was brought
to me, something caught my eye, and
I asked one of the assistants to take
me behind the bars into the storehouse
of documents so that I could look
some more. While there I found a
file with these documents. 1 at once
recognized the picture part of it. When
1 saw this picture, I knew that it had
appeared in the Pearl of Great Price.
I knew the general format of the pic-
ture. This kind of picture one can
find generally on other papyri. but
this particular one has special pecu-
liarities. For instance., the head had
fallen off, and I could see that the
papyrus was stuck on paper, nine-
teenth century paper. The head was
completed in pencil, apparently by
Joseph Smith, who must have had it
when that part fell off. He apparently
drew the head in his own hand on the
supplementary paper. Also, the hands
of the mummy, raised as they are, and
the leg, raised as it is—usually the
mummies lie straight forward—are




vy peculiar. This papyrus is Egyp-
{lan, true enough, but what it stands
fur, I really don’t know.

“Now when I saw this, I began to
«yarch further. I saw more pieces of
papyri stacked together and suspected
i)t Providence had assisted. Another
dneument was found with these docu-
ments, signed by Joseph Smith’s wife,
lyis son, and someone else, testifying
that these papyri were treasured and
wwined by Joseph Smith.

“In 1918 a Mrs. Heusser came to the
museum and informed the officials
{hat she had some papyrus, but an
uwuderstanding was not reached until
1147. They were then acquired by
{the museum, and then the museum
+hanged curators of Egyptian antiqui-
lies and the whole subject was for-
putten,

“When I saw these documents, I
jeally was taken back. I know the
pormon community, what it stands
lur, its scripture, etc.,, and I said at
unce that these documents don’t be-
lsmg here. They belong to the Mor-
mon Church. Well, of course, the
people in the museum are good friends
uf mine, and I tried to tempt them into
veding the documents to the Church.
| informed my good friend Taza
|'eirce, who is executive secretary of
ihe Salt Lake Council for International
Visitors, and we discussed the manner
in which I should acquaint the Mor-
mon community of the find. She sug-
pested I see President Tanner, and
she was the intermediary who arranged
and attended our first two meetings.
T'herealter, I met directly with Presi-
ylent Tanner, who had said the Church
was very, very interested and would do
anything or pay any price for them.
Hince that time, we worked quietly
un the possibility of their transference
to the Church.

“In these kinds of things, I never
push. I take my time. With some
kindly persuasions and discussions,
the museum ultimately put a memo-
randum on the subject to the board
nf trustees of the museum. This took
o long time to come to that step. The
{loard discussed the matter at very
preat length, greater length than you
might think, and in the end they
thought that since the museum had
papyri of this nature in plenty, why
should they keep these documents
irom the Church?

“When their generous decision was
made, it was telephoned to me by the
curator, and he wrote to me also. Then
we had a lull in the situation, because

14

the curator had to go to Egypt for a
month in order to arrange final steps
for the transference to the Metropoli-
tan Museum of another treasure, in
which I also had a hand. It concerns
a great temple that is being presented
by the Egyptian government to the
American nation in recognition of the
contributions America has made to-
ward the salvage of the Abyssinian
monuments.

“When the curator came back, he
reported very nicely about the subject
and said, ‘The decision has been
taken; your Mormon friends are go-
ing to get these papyri. So, you go
to your friends and the President of
the Church and make the necessary
arrangements for a ceremony.’

“Of course, President Tanner was
just as excited as I was. He reported
to President McKay, who was very
enthusiastic about the project also.
We then decided the way in which
the ceremony would be conducted.

“I felt very honored and very, very
pleased to be in the center of the
picture with such a distinguished per-
son as President "Tanner and Mr.
Thomas P. G. Hoving, who is director
of the museum. He's a very important
man, as is his assistant and vice di-
rector, Dr. Joseph Noble. He’s a very
fine man. All of them were there,
and to my surprise I found that the
papyri were prepared in a very fine
box for safekeeping.

“But during the morning of that day
I made it a point to go in at an early
hour, long before the meeting of these
magnates, in order to make sure that
the papyri were there—not only the
papyri, because what is of importance
is the document that accompanied the
papyri. It was a faded thing, in nine-
teenth century hand. 1 found that
the museum had photographed it.
Well, of course, they had tried to
photograph it before, but it wouldn't
show because it was very faded blue
paper. Now they used infra-red and
ultra-violet photography to get the
text out, so that now the photograph
is very much better than the original.

“l was enchanted about the dis-
covery of the papyri, which had been
in the hands of Joseph Smith, but
the discoveries were not ended there.
On the morning of handing over the
papyri, I began looking them up and
down, up and down, and lo! I found
on the back of the paper on which the
papyri were glued writings and maps
and an enumeration of townships and
material of the highest value to Mor-

mon history, made, I think, by Joseph
Smith’s own hand. Three of the backs
were full of notes and maps, which
have to be studied by the specialists. 1
am not a specialist of that, but I have
an eye for original documents, and
these papyri documents are not fakes;
they are original Egyptian papyri of
a pre-Christian era. They could be
from 3000 B.C. to 300 B.c.—over 300
B.C., at any rate. That is my estimate.
The era will have to be decided by the
specialists.

“I know the kind of ink the Egyp-
tians used and the difference between
the genuine and the fake. Papyrus
writings were usually placed with the
mummy—papyri of many kinds—but
essentially the “Book of the Dead,”
which would give the mummy safe
passage to the world beyond. The
papyri were sometimes colored. You
find papyri like this with blue, gold,
and red colors. This was not out of
the ordinary. With regard to the ink
used, it was generally made of soot
and glue, and that is why it was eter-
nal. I think these scrolls are written
in that kind of ink. Usually the priests
did the writing—they were most
skilled. They used reed pens, and
had to sharpen the reed and split it
in the middle.

“The Egyptians had the papyrus
plant, and they used to split it into
thin layers and put the layers criss-
cross on one another, pound them with
a wooden hammer, and then glue
them together. They cut them to suit
the purposes of the documents they
wanted to write. Usually long strips
were used to make scrolls, and this
one was made in that fashion.

“In order to protect the papyrus,
which becomes brittle with age—for
instance, the head of the person fell
off simply because the papyrus
was brittle—Joseph Smith probably
thought that the best thing for its
protection was to glue it on paper.
When 1 first discovered these docu-
ments, I was so excited about the
Egyptian writings that I did not look
on the back of the paper, but when I
returned to the museum, I noticed
the writings on the back by Joseph
Smith. These writings may not turn
out to be of very great importance;
however, any footnote one can get in
the restoration of Mormon history is
valuable.

“The exciting part, which has proved
heyond doubt that this was the papyri
that was in Joseph Smith’s hand, was
established by that document signed

Improvement Era




T WS B e ™ w W T~ e W~ T & FEosT s T
TN

SRR - T~ o - )

@

ra
1S

by his widow. When I saw that, I
had it transcribed and a copy type-
written to show to President Tanner.

“Do you know that this discovery
appeared in the Egyptian press on
the day following the ceremony? On
the first page of the most important
paper! You would be surprised at the
attention that was given to this dis-
covery, and apparently the Egyptians
were very pleased about the revealing
of these documents. I consider it a
great honor to have been able to
make this discovery. Great discoveries
are always accidental, and this one
was as accidental as any discovery I
have made—and probably more excit-
ing than all of them. It was an honor
to have been able to persuade such an
august body as the Metropolitan
Museum to present it to another body
as august as the Mormon Church. I
feel flattered to have been able to do
what I did.”

The fact that Dr. Atiya made the
discovery and so energetically attests
to the manuscript’s authenticity as
that which Joseph Smith used in part
in ‘the translation of the Book of
Abraham is of no little importance.
Dr. Atiya is a world-recognized
scholar and researcher of KEgyptian
and Arabic manuscripts. He was in-
strumental in building the University
of Utah’s Middle East Library to what
has been called “perhaps the finest in
its field in America.” (The library,
named for Dr. Atiya, was previously
regarded as one of the five finest in
the U.S.) He is one of three Distin-
guished Professors at the university.
He is well-regarded for his lectures
and writings while at the universities
of Michigan, Columbia, Princeton,
Liverpool, London, Bonn, Zurich, Cairo,
and Alexandria. He is the author of
approximately 20 volumes and about
50 monograph articles.

But of lasting importance are his
writings on the Crusades of the Middle
Ages and his studies and writings of
his own Orthodox Coptic religion. He
is also the founder of the Institute of
Coptic Studies in Cairo. In essence,
he is a well-recognized fellow among
the worldwide community of scholars.

It could as well be said of Dr.
Atiya’s discovery as that which Parley
P. Pratt said of Joseph’s reception of
Egyptian mummies and papyrus in
the first place: “Singular is the provi-
dence by which this ancient record fell
into the hands of the servant of the
Lord, Joseph Smith.”

Indeed, the story of how Joseph

.

January 1968

Smith received the papyri is very
fascinating, one seemingly filled with
providential direction. Some of the
details are still clouded, although new
research each year seems to divulge
additional bits of information, but the
principle points of the episode are in
general agreement: Napoleon’s 1798-
99 conquest of Egypt turned the
world’s attention toward the land of
pharaohs, and Egypt was soon over-
run with both scientific expeditions
and robbers of catacombs and ancient
burial sites. One of those early ad-
venturers interested in Egyptian an-
tiquities was a Piedmontese named
Antonio ILebolo, who worked as an
agent for one of the powerful antiquity
barons of the day, Bernardino Drovet-
ti. While in Egypt during what now
appears to be at least as early as 1817,
Lebolo obtained a license to enter the
catacombs in Thebes, Egypt. He dis-
covered a pit tomb near a place called
Gurneh, near Thebes, and found
many mummies therein. He turned
the best of them over to Drovetti but
managed to keep some for himself. He
later left Egypt en route to France
via Trieste with some mummies, 11 of
which eventually reached America.

While on the island of Trieste he
became ill and died. This is believed
te have been in 1823. It has long been
presumed that the mummies Joseph
Smith eventually received were from
Lebolo’s find, and that Lebolo willed
them to Michael H. Chandler, who has
been presumed to have been Lebholo’s
nephew. But some present-day scholars
question  Chandler's  relationship {o
Lebolo. As early as 1885 N. L. Nel-
son, in an address at Brigham Young
Academy at Provo, said that Chandler
received the mummies from an “Eng-
lish Minister Plenipotentiary.” Such a
person might have been Henry Salt,
a famous representative of the crown
in KEgypt, who died in 1827, At
any event, Chandler apparently was
thought to be in Ireland, and the
mummies were apparently sent to Ire-
land via London. Chandler’s friends re-
directed the mummies io America,
where Chandler was living in Phila-
delphia. The mummies eventually
arrived at the New York City custom-
house.

Scholars have observed that it seems
nothing short of miraculous that the
mummies and their important records
should have safely navigated through
the rough waters of antiquity barons,
catacomb plunderers, dishonest and
rival agents in search of mummies, to

eventually find safe port in the New
York harbor.

In April 1833 Michael H. Chandler
paid the customs duties, took posses-
sion of the 11 mummies, and opened
them. He was disappointed in not
finding jewels or something of great
monetary value, but he did find sev-
eral rolls of papyrus. Providence
seemingly once more entered the
story, for while yet in the custom-
house, Chandler was informed that
there was no man in the city who
could translate the scrolls, “but was
referred, by the same gentleman (a
stranger), to Mr. Joseph Smith, Jr.,
who, continued he, possesses some kind
of power or gifts, by which he had
previously translated similar char-
acters.”

It was more than two years later,
on July 3, 1835, that Chandler met
the Prophet Joseph. During those
vears Chandler had exhibited for a
nominal charge the mummies and
even sold seven of them to private
museums.

According to James R. Clark, a per-
sistent and intelligent student of the
history of our Pearl of Great Price,
apparently a Benjamin Bullock of
Moirie, New York, a nonmember but
a relative of Heber C. Kimball, had
heard of Joseph Smith, and when
Bullock met Chandler, he offered to
take him more than 250 miles by
wagon to Kirtland, Ohio, to meet the
Prophet.

(An interesting sidelight is that as
a result of Bullock’s visit to Kirtland,
he returned to his home greatly im-
pressed with Joseph Smith. He took
with him a copy of the Book of Mor-
mon. After he and his wife read it,
they moved west to be with the
Church.)

When they reached Kirtland, Mr.
Chandler asked the Prophet Joseph if
he had the power to translate the
scrolls, and Joseph replied that he
had. The Prophet records that he gave
Chandler an interpretation of some of.
the material on the scrolls.

Mr. Chandler was so impressed that
he wrote a certificate testifying of
Joseph Smith's “deciphering the an-
cient Egyvptian hieroglyphic char-
acters” “to correspond in the most
minute malters” with that which
Chandler had learned from “the most
learned.”

The Prophet records in his Docu-
mentary History of the Church (Vol.
2, page 236): “Soon after this, some
of the Saints at Kirtland purchased
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./ mummies and papyrus, a descrip-
/ on of which will appear hereafter,
7 and with W. W. Phelps and Oliver
Cowdery as scribes, I commenced the
translation of some of the characters
or hierglyphics, and much to our joy
found that one of the rolls contained
the writings of Abraham, another the
writings of Joseph of Egypt, etc.—a
more full account of which will ap-
pear in its place, as I proceed to
examine or unfold them.”

Concerning the four mummies, the
Prophet generally admitted that he
did not know who the mummies were,
although some secondary sources later
reported that the Prophet identi-
fied them as a pharaoh, a queen, a
princess, and a slave. The rolls of
papyrus are known to have been with
one of the female mummies. Concern-
ing the rolls, it has been surmised
that apparently they were original
records or copies of original records
made by Abraham and his grandson
Joseph, and written upon by succeed-
ing record keepers and pharaohs over
several thousand years’ duration.

The result is well-known to Latter-
day Saints. The Prophet interpreted
some of the writings on the scrolls,
and this interpretation and facsimiles
1, 2, and 3 make up our present Book
of Abraham. Soma.preseni-day schol-
ars think that part of the papyri that

doseph had in his possession con-
fained an actual primer In the TEYH-
tian alphabet and grammar previously
~Drepared by its ancient aulhors Tor

e henell. of future translators s
also known that the Prophet prom-
ised “further extracts from the Book
of Abraham” than those writings that
we already have, but martyrdom cut
short his publication of new materials.
(John Taylor, Times and Seasons,
Feb. 1843.)

At any rate, after the martyrdom
of the Prophet, the mummies and
manuscripts were turned over to
Joseph’s mother, Lucy Mack Smith.
At her death in May 1855, the mum-
mies and manuscripts were kept by
Emma Smith Bidamon, with whom
Lucy Mack Smith lived the two years
previous to her death. Emma Smith
Bidamon was the Prophet’s widow and
had since married L. C. Bidamon.
Shortly after one year of holding the
mummies and manusceripts, Emma
sold them to a Mr. A. Coombs.

It was this letter of sales to Mr. A.
Coombs, signed by Emma Smith Bida-
mon and dated May 26, 1856, in addi-
tion to the Il pieces of papyri, that
was found by Dr. Atiya. The letter
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reads: “This certifies that we have
sold to Mr. A. Combs four Egyptian
Mummies with the records of them.
This mummies were obtained from the
catacoms of Egypt sixty feet below the
surface of the Earth. by the antiquari-
tan society of Paris & forwarded to
New York & purchased by the Mor-
mon Prophet Joseph Smith at the
price of twenty four hundred dollars
in the year eighteen hundred thirty
five they were highly prized by Mr.
Smith on account of the importance
which attached to the record which
were accidentaly found enclosed in
the breast of one of the Mummies.
From translations by Mr. Smith of
the Records. these Mummies were
found to be the family of Pharo XKing
of Egypt. they were kept exclusively by
Mr. Smith until his death & since by
the Mother of Mr. Smith notwith-
standing we have had repeated offers
to purchase which have invariably
been refused until her death which
occurred on the fourteenth day of
May last.” Signed: “L. C. Bidamon,
Emma Bidamon, Joseph Smith [her
son]. Nauvoo, Hancock Co. Ill, May
26.”

The next account of the mummies
appears in the 1859 “St. Louis Mu-
seum Catalogue” and then in the 1863
“Chicago Museum Catalogue,” page
42, in which are described two mum-
mies that were “kept by the Prophet’s
mother until his death, when the heirs
sold them, and were shortly after
purchased for the Museum.”

A great fire destroyed much of Chi-
cago in 1871, and it had been presumed

The official presentation ceremonies in New

papyri from Dr. Thomas P. F. Hoving.
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that the mummies and manuscripts
were hurned in that fire, even though
the 1856, 1859, and 1863 catalogues do
not give any information about the two
other mummies or the manuscripts.
Information on the two other mum-
mies and the rest of the papyri manu-
scripts used by the Prophet may yet
come forth in some future day.

The collection recently found by
Dr. Atiya first came to the attention
of the New York Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art in 1918. Apparently Mr.
A. Coombs had not disposed of all
his purchases made from Emma Smith
Bidamon, because in 1918 a Mrs. Alice
C. Heusser of Brooklyn, New York,
took the recently discovered papyri
and document signed by Emma Smith
to the Metropolitan Museum for
evaluation. Mrs. Heusser was a
daughter of the housekeeper of Mr.
A. Coombs. But the museum did not
buy the collection of papyri until
Edward Heusser, husband of Alice,
finally sold them to the museum in
1947. The papyri have been in the
museum’s files since that time.

Thus, the stage was set for the re-
markable discovery of Dr. Atiya.
These pieces of papyrus, only part of
the ones Joseph Smith had in his
possession, are now back in the hands
of the Church. They are a remark-
ably powerful and tangible testimony
to the truthfulness of the Prophet’s
clear and simply told story that he had
in his hands some original papyri
documents, some of which he used in
producing the Book of Abraham in the
Pear! of Great Price. @)

York in which President Tanner accepted
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