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Axistotle -
Axk of the Covenan¥

~“Epiphanius (Her., Ixviii.. 7) compares  his: death.
" to that of Judas the traitor..: Socrates (Hist: eceliy
‘1. 38)-and Sozomen (Hist, eccl . 1.:30) give minute -
‘accounts . with - disgusting “details. Arius’s prin=!
.+ cipal- work, called:Thalia (* the. Banquet ), which'
" he /wrote during his stay with. Eusebius at Nico=
- media, was a defense of his doctrine in. an' enter~:
.2 taining popular form; half poetry; half prose; with
-the exception.of a. few fragmenta. in the tracts of.:
. Athanasius, it i3 lost.| A letter:to-Eusebius of
" Nicomedis, and one- to- Alexander of Alexandria,
are- extant - (cf.. Fabricius-Harles;: viii., Hamburg,
* 1802, p. 309).: It.should be borne in mind that all
knowledge of Ariusis derived from the accounts of -
“: his. enemies -and opponents; . written: during : the.
‘course of an exceedingly bitter: controversy.. See
+ ARIANISM; - ATHANASIUS; and:consult. the. works
= there mentxoned

Descnpunn ¢ 1) i The Seoond Temple (§ 5)..
Kawntb . Character of the Accounts
52). Sy ‘/,.,,,:'mExod\u“G) i

ark of the covenant was the. receptacle of the
“tables of the law (called. tables of the cove-:
" nant,” -Deut. 1x. 9, 11, 15; * tables of the testi-

““meny,” Ex. xxd. 18, xxxil. 15, xxxiv. 29), attest-"

"“ing the divine will, the foundation of the community
between God and Israel. - It is so called in Num. x..
33, xiv. 44; Deut. x. 8. (cf. Heb. ix. 4); in Ex.
xxv. 22, xxvi. 33-34 “ ark of the testimony " is
found. According to - the description of Ex. xxv.

10-22,  xxvi. 33-34, xxxvii. 1-9, xL

e N Déscrip— 20-21, it - was. a -chest  of shittim -

. (acacia) wood, standing on_ four feet,
) . ~-two - cubits and .a. half (three feet
. pine . inches) long, a cubit and a half (two feet
“three inches) wide and high; it was overlaid with
- _gold inside and out, decorated with a goldén crown

ﬁon.

“(dm or molding), and had a gold ring at each of’

_the’ four corners above the feet, through which

passed staves overlaid with gold that the ark might.

“be carried; these staves were never to be removed.
The cover was a massive golden plate, at the end.
“of which figures of cherubim were placed, facing
each other and looking,toward: the cover, while
their outqpread wings extended over the latter.
The piace uf the ark was at the rear of the Holy oi

Tiolies of che tabernacie.

These cherubic figures du-ecb the  thought to
Yahwel( as enthroned over the ark (Ps. ;xxx 1;
Jer, 1. 16-17). As it contained the tablestof stone
upon which were written the ten comma ents,
God was enthroned over that which was bmdmg
upon the people to which nothing could be added

and from which nothing could be taken

2, Mesmng away. The Hebrew word kapporeth
of Kappo- is best taken in the sense of * cover,
reth. not as *‘ expiatory vessel,’’as is often
done after the Septuagmt ‘which

" translates it by hidastérion (Vulg, propuwtonum)

For when on the great day of atonement, according
to thefirst passage, the high priest apnnkled the

:kapporeth, he did it because it bore the throne of

'Holy of Holies a8 beth ha-kapporeth in the passage
- in Chronicles, can be rejected as unsuitable to this

“cherubim which bear the presence of God, which
“presence it is whxch makes the place of the ark the
‘Holy of Holies,:. ..

“was known. and. revealed to all the world; but it

s document of the- fundamental conditions of the

not. xiécésszinly require the latter 1ﬁterpretatlod, "

blood 6f atonement upon the first part of the

God, to which the blood was to be brought near;
and in the same manner the desngnatmn of the

interpretation only by those who overlook that the
kapporeth is not. to -be thought of without the

.. With the chests used in the xdol worslnp of some
txons of antxqmty, the ark of the covenant had
- nothing at all in common., For those
.Chasts .chests . contained - either 1mages of
Used in ' gods: or- a. mysterious aymbohsm like
Other. Cults. the. mystic chesta used in the service-

i - of the mysteries of Dionysius, Demeter,
and" Venus In..the strongest - contrast to the
heathen mystery, that which the ark contained

‘was also known to every one that it. was as holy as
‘the:Word of God; spoken to Israel, and the proto-

communion-relation existing between hxmand hls
,choeen people.. [

i According to- t.he exphclt statement in X ngs
vii. 9, n passage: which precludes the idea that
Solomon made any change in the old Mosaic -
sanctuary, there was nothing in the ark save the

two tables of stone. When the
4. Contents author of the Eplstle to the Hebrews
of the Ark. (ix. 4) says that in the ark of the

covenant -were the golden pot that
had manna (Ex. xvi. 33) and Aaron’s rod that
budded (Num. xvii. 10), he foljows a tradition
- which proceeded from an inaecurate coneeption of
these ges. For when Asaron is commanded
:(Ex. xvi. 33) to putthe pot with manna * before
Yahweh,” and when Moses is told (Num. xvii. 10) ~
to bring Aaron’s rod again ‘ before the testimony,” :
. it does not follow that these things were kept ingide
of the ark.: A companson with other passages '
‘where similar expressions are used does not lgad
to the inference that the pot of manna and the rod
-were kept in the Holy of Holies, but rather that =
they were in the sanctuary.

At the destruction of Solomon’s temple the ark
seems to have been burned; at least the second

temple had an empiy Holy of Holies.

. 5. The - According to the Talmudic treatise
Second Yoma (536), a stone three fingers
- Temple. above the ground was in the place of

the ark, on which the high priest
put his censer on the yearly day of atonement. -
It is this stone to which, according to some ex- .
positors, Zech. iii. 9 refers. The prophet Jeremiah
refers to a time of which he says (ili. 16-17) “in
‘those days, said the Lord, they shall say no more,
the ark of the covenant of the Lord, neither shall
it come to mind; neither shall they remember it; /-
peither shall they visit it; neither shall that be i

- Passages like Lev. xvi. 14-15; - ‘I Chron. xxviii. 11,°

done any more. At that time they shall call
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whether the version of the decalogue contaided
Ex. xx. (E) or that of xxxiv. (J) was the one t
was laid in the ark. So long as both versions w

- Jerusalem the throne of the Lord.” -~ This utterance
‘reminds of .the description of the new temple,
which Ezekiel gives in the last chapters of his book
(xl. 8qq.), in which nothing is read of an ark of ‘the | in vogue neither could have been regarded as
“'covenant, where the living cherubim carrying the | clusively sacrosanct. Possibly some sacred s
- glory of God take the place of the cherubim of the | was first placed in the ark as a talisman.” T
tabernacle and of the Solomonic temple, made by | noteworthy that the place in the Jordan where
. the hand of men,—a reference to the time of the | ark stood when the waters were divided was max’
true dwellmg of God in- his congregation made | by a heap of stones—a sacred memorial (Jc
perfect; in whose heart he-wrote his law (Jer. xxxi. | iii~iv.). The first period in the history of the |
33), a time when shall be fulfilled what the ark of | came to an end with its capture by the Philisti
the covenant of the Mosaic legislature together | when it was demonstrated that the power of Y
. with' the tabernacle prophetically prefigured as | weh did notr necessarily accompany  those v
i ashadow of the good thmgs to come ” (Heb. x:1). .1 trusted to its presence for victory (I Sam. i
: e W Vorext.r - | This was doubtless a wholesome lesson; but
In the preprophetnc age, “the ark ” was the | moral of it was weakened in later times by
most important symbol of the Hebrew religion, | sacerdotalists who added to the genuine tradit
"'and its functions belonged almost wholly to that | stories of the terrible punishments inflicted b
" perlod :The preceding sketch takes for granted | upon the Philistines and Hebrews who fail
“'that the descriptions of it given in | though unwittingiy, fully to appreciate the szmci
6 Charac-' Exodus . correspend to its form, con- | of the ark (I Sam. v., vi.).
ter of the - dition, and contents as it actually In the next period the ark, instead of being i
Accounts appeared throughout its many vicissi- | an object of worship and an instrumnent of bles:
in Exodus. tudes. * But it is now generally ad- | or cursing, became a sacred relic in a perman
. . mitted that they are an idealization, | sanctuary.. The. transition stage was the t
,- hke the accounts in the same priestly code of the between its return from the Philis
~tabernacle -itself. ~ The - tradition, however, that 8. The” country and its triumphal - tre
the ark was transported from Sinai to Palestine, Second - portation to Jerusalem (I Sam.
- and was moved from place to place till it was Period.  “1-2; I Sam. vi. 1-11). The circe
finally lodged in the shrine of David in Jerusalem stances are obscure.. But this m
““and thence paturally transterred to the temple | seems plain: That there was no fiiting sancty
of Solomen, is doubtless based on fact. for the ark pow that Shiloh, the national relig
The chief significance of the ark in the history | center, bad been destroyed that the ark it
of religion is that it represents in unique fashion havmg ceased to be a beneficent wonder-wor!
the transition stage between the primitive con- | was kept in seclusion; and that during the w!
ceptions of the Deity and those announced by the | of the unsetiled reigns of Saul and of David
prophets. The advance made by the Mosaic | Hebron it was never regarded or appealed to s
revelation upon the previous beliefs of the Hebrews | national palladium, not even in the most anx
"js signally shown in its representation { days of battle. When a permanent seat of wor
7 The  of Yahweh as more than a mere local | end of central government had been provided
First -~ deity. He was, indeed, still thought | David, it was matural that the most vener
‘Period of of as inseparable from -his chosen | monument of the national religion (cf. Jer. iil;
‘the Ark’s - people; but wherever they went he | should be securely housed and guarded. Bu
History. - might go with them. He did not, | bad lost its practical eficiency. We do not 1
it is true, forsake Sinai at once; in of its being again taken forth with the army (118

‘ great emergencies he came thence in his full power | xi. 11 merely implies that it had not as yet a fit

vHesn Oy
turned and majesty to the new bome of his worshipers | temple of its own); and David himself in his utn
8gam, (Judges v. 4 sqq., cf.-I Kings xix. 8 sqq., Deut. eril refused to have it carried with him wher
=) qq g qq p
left Jerusalem before Absalom (11 Sam. xv, 24 s¢

xxxili, 2). ‘The ark, bowever, was to be a con-
stant and unfailing proof that he was among them

as their champion and protector. This is the
al meaning of Fx, xxxiii. {ef. R Smend, | was supersedad by the livioag e

With its removal to the temple of Solomo

disappears from the r“r‘mfl 51 Tarael’s relizion.
e i
Alttestumeniiiche Rei zmmugﬂ«ﬁzcnte, Diinsie, 1303, 400N
pp. 42-43). The question of the literal accuracy | pipriocmapry: The best treatment is found iz E
of the statement that the two tablets of the law 300-310, with that in DB, i 149-151 perhaps
were placed in the ark at Sinai and were thence- J. H. Kurts, Beitrége zur Symbolik des cldesta

, n . : lichen Kultus, 1n Zewtschrift fur lutherische Theologu
forward kept there will be settled according to the (18512 27 5001 1dem, Der alttestamentliche Opjerinith

11, 15, Leipsic, 1862; A. Kohier, Lehrbuch der bibl

:‘,’ Churchg i view taken by each inquirer of the character of
nut? sole 3 4. the Mosaic teaching. Itis perhgps easier to believe Ges:ahichte, i 323‘-:69, Ec;:an;:zen.lsg& Sehring, Der al
ime and that they were placed there at flest than to suppose |  mendiche Sprachgelrauch ih Belveff des Namens da
3 g Bundeslade, in ZATW, xi (1881) 114-115; Couarc
d (f x that they were keph‘ there du'ri&g the whole early rdmgse natonals Bedeutung da‘)lj %, in ZATW
history of Israel. The guardians of the ark were 1892; 'W. H. Kosters, in ThT, xxviL, 1893 (bril
H. Winckler, Geachichle lercels, 1. 70-77, Leipsie,
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*i1) on th

:anﬁnop om

then very little concerned about the command-
ments of Yahweh; what they wanted was to have

him fight their battles; they wared more for his

R. Kretzschmar, Dwe Bundesvorstellung im Allen
ment, pp. 208~220, Marburg, 1898; C. von Schick, Dig
hutte des Tempel in Jerusalem, und der Tempelph

numen than for his nomen. Moreover, itisnot said
)

/ »

Jelztzeit, Berlin, 1896; W. Lotz, Dwe Bundeslade, L
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