IMITIATION
Dr. C. J. Rleeker
A Comparison of the Initiation Rites of the Religions of the
l"'ear Fast, Taken from the Took, Initiation, by Dr., C., J. Eleeker

which was a Study Conference on Rites of Initiation held at
Strasburg, Austria, “eptenber 17th to September 2U4th, 1944,

1) The co-called 'rites de pascare' which csometimes function as
rites of initiation,

11) 73ites of 1Initiation in the ctrict sense of the word, {i.e.,
rites introducin: people into cloced reli-ions socleties,

111) Initiation in the =ense of introductior into the myrcteries
of relision. :
I. Initiation rites to reliciona, rocleties, tribes or :;roups.

A. Daptiem

Christians Instructions

~nostice Death and Resurrection
Eecenes Furifyins-Clean=ins by water
Jewicsh 'ew beinz or person

Yember of coclety or church

R, {ircuncision

Jewich~-Covenant, between God and Hie people
Islamie {(Foslems) expected-perhaps no religsious meaning

C. Diksa /1

-~

Mndulem~~-Learning of Fatra, purification to become

mewher of elges,

D, Trnitiation to Jarrior Tocietles

Arabic Chedierce to Rerelves sword
reresian hie Lord, “wecial walet belt,
Turkicsh - ' ~irédle or apron

Fyt g e R Telllous ceremory



Yamabushi
Shinto~~Ruddicst of Japan

Fasting

Suffering

Fhysical exertion and control
cpecial instructions and words
Fedlitation--"ain knowledrse of s=elf

Initiation into Societlies or Clacses

S
vd

1T,

Instruction--learning reliciours concepts or raylnes

rastinr=-=ubjecting the physical, rpecial positions of
body

Initiation

a, Covenantes
b. HBecomes part of that society to ohserve bellefs

“editation~-contemplation

Competition of certain fetees to prove worthiness
Usually male, cometimes in certaln zroups females are
admitted,

cecret, Yysterious Rites-~"Rites de Fassaiel

A.

Limited krowledre, but exlst iIn:

1., =:.yptian

2, Hirduien

. 2uddiesm

. mecervies

. Crostics

. =—ektachirs

. Zoroaitrianﬂ

cpecial holy place where purfoz ed~~-cpecial holy rooms
(Reyptian, Zirdu, rektashis, fidirm)

~J NN W

Jachinzs e of hody, touching certain parte and sivincs
special hlessinge ‘
(Fovptian, Zindn, Fektashis) (Tuddicte?)

Cle “<1n~ and aleolvin,
(Z ptian, “indn)

ey worde

(Reyptizn, Tinda)

N



F, Dramatizations of creatlon«lTree of IAfe~-cpecial fruit
. (Egyptian, Hindu, Zoroastrians)
G. Covenants
(Ezyptians)
Conclusions
1. cCfecret rites, renained recret, rot divul:sed, racred,
difficult to et them
2, Jlack of interest--just beginninz to te studied
3., Yot underctood even vwhen explaired--no hacls for under-

standing.
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