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--Chapter 1--

History and Greek Inscription of Petemenofi's Mummy.

It is something to be marveled at how, of the hundreds
and hundreds of munmies of every kind that were brought
from the banks of the Nile and have been at this place for
more than twenty years, so few have been found, until now,
with some inscription or manuscript in the Greek lan €.
It is, however, beyond doubt that the Egyptians, ruled for
more than three centuries by the Greeks, were as familiar
with that idiom, I would say, as with their own national
language. This is because in those times Egyptian was the

only language in Egypt that could be used in public con-

tracts and forensic acts; however, ye already have pore than

one example showing that nen uwith-Seyptienr-meamesy-not
Greek, had various docum i r

their own private use. The epigrams foupd on coins were

in Greek; Greek was also widely ysed for the inscriptions
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Q\\\\  laced on monum The decrees posted

in the temples by priests or by magistrates were usually ac-
companied by a copy of the text rendered in Vulgar Greek, as,
for example, writing the Rosetta Stone in its own idiom and
also our own Torinese.

Hor did the situation change under the Romans. Instead,

it appears that in Bgypt. under their dominafion, Greek per-

haps became the language of the government; money continued

to be coined in Greek with the name of the Emperor; also,the
titles that one still readg on fhe byjldings raised and re-~

stored at thay time were in Greek, even moreso than Latin;

therefore, one can generalize and say that the language of
Rome was always a strange idiom to the FEgyptians.

It is true that the legends of mummies, and all else
that had to do with burial,being dependent on the religion,
were never held to be the norm of civil vicissitudes, but
were maintained .as part of the religion itself until poly-

theism was eliminated frpom that nation.

In fact, 1 have noticed that the few embalmed cadavers
which are distinguished from the others by their Greek epi-
taths are never without some legend or papyrus written in
the sacred language or in hieratic figuregs. These few fi-
gures formed part of an ancient custom required by the re-
ligion and were never omitted (see note 2); in contrast,
the others, because they were of private irbvation, are
found seldom on tombs and are without doubt proof of that
people's tendency to adopt foreign customs in the later

periods of their existence.

When Winkelmann wrote his Gtoria dell'Arie, it would
seem that in Burope was no other information concerning
other Egyptian mummies bearing Greek epigraphs except for
the one found in Menfi by the renowned traveler Pietro
Della-Valle, and afterwards in Rome for the Dresden
museum.! But on that mummy, decorated everywhere with
hierogylphics, the entire Greek inscription consisted of

é{. e aposEr?phe or acclamation.Ed+ch , that at the time was
isread Evtuyiinstead of &gy, and interpreted as the name of
the defunct. One can see what has been written concerning
(1) Wwinckelmann, Stor. dell'Arte. Vol I. p. 71. Romana
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ﬁb this particular thing in his Qedyp. Aeuypt.

And even now, among the numerous ancient Egqyptian
artifacts, there are not more than two or three mummies
done in this manner that are well-known in Europe. Some
others should be found in the new British museum, but
these, in the state of confusion in which this collection
is found, have not been publickly displayed, nor have they
been examined or explained to anyone.

Anong the mummies mentioned thus far is one which was
recently brought to Paris by the intrepid traveler Cailliaud.
It must be declared, however, that inasmuch as that rare
monument has been declared in Paris as being a unique find,
and that the clearest devices used to illustrate its
various inscriptions have been reduced to a miserable
state, and that the Greek epigraph--without speaking of
the rest--which was originally composed of twenty-seven
terms, now displays only six or seven which are preserved
well enough to be read without difficulty; so one can say
that what has been said about the monument has been rather
imagined than investigated by its shrewd annotator.

But the truth is to be valued, and the mummy seen in
this light is truely to be honored above all others for its
surprising condition, its several scripts, and for the in-
formation that it can provide, things which are yet to be
fully understood. It has already spent some time in the
depository at Leghorn where it was confused with the rest

vof the collection of Cavalier Dovetti; now, thanks to our
munificent sovereign, it too is part of this Royal Egyptian
Museum, and without a doubt one of its most beautiful and
precious ornaments.
\O This mummy was discovered by a traveler from the

Piedmont region, Firsmer~hebokesy—in a deep sepulcher near

I ancient Thebes, on the Libyan shore of the Nile where the
Arab city of Gourih is located today. THE structure of - (Kh'”lﬁ{
the tomb was no different than that of others which are
there in large numbers, except that instead of being
excavated in stone or in the earth, it was at the bottom
of a well structured in brick and ornamented throughout
with various pictures;b

Here twelve or thirteen sarcophagi were found; some




were well—preset{!gd and others were not. All were square
shaped with semicircular lids, except for one which was
cut in the common way, in the shape of the human body, and
they were all adorned with the typical religious hierogly-
phic inscriptions and ornamented with many-colored figures
and with a portrait of the deceased. Only one still pre-
served the external appearance of Sycamore without having
had some chalk outline, shellac or dyes applied with which
it could have been refinished at other times; nor do I
know of such a peculiarity having been seen since on an
Egyptian coffin. Furthermore, there were six or seven
urns that also showfa few brief inscriptions in the Greek
language.

All of the mummies were destined to a variety of fates.
The best preserved, the most valuable in every respect, the

one which was not painted and that bore a Greek epigraph

was acguired hy Cavalier Drovetti, and this, with the rest
of his collection, was ceded to His Majesty, the King of

¥~ Sardegna, as has already been mentioned. I will now dis-

cuss, point by point, their history.
One or_two of the mummies which were distinguished by
'—\,

their Greek jnscriptions vere sold by Sigmor Lebeto to the
) Prussian geperal, count Minutoli. These, however, along

with many other rare artifacts found in Egypt by that

learned man, were’lost, as far as I was assured,on the

unh i coast of i i rried from
Alexandria to Europe. Mongieur Caillisud had the.one_
zlready mentioned; another remained in the gggéssion of
Signor D'Anastasi, the Swedish Vice Consul in Alexandria,
hich, if I ap not mistaken, must be the same whose epi-
_graphs were copied in Egypt by Monsieur Gray and then com-
municated to the public in the care of the Egyptian Society
-of Iondon last year, 1823, (Hieroglyphics collected by the
Egyptian Society, London. 1823. p. 35.)

Now that the Greek inscriptions of the aforementioned

sarcophagi are knownin part, they will be referred to

again to illustrate my subject. Qf the remaining mummies

found by 3igmer Lahpke in that same s e were
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opened with the hope that they might contain some papyrus gktéo/
or other precious thing. Omne remained intaet and is with A~'7; b

him-in-Trieste where he has been for a fow months, it-is, .. 7
as I have said, of ordinary Egyptian form and is the most a4

beautiful because of the quality.of ite pietures. Fifyglly,

Two others also made their way to .the museun-of lauvalier
Drovetti and now are congserved in this Rayal Callection.

These two mummies, along with the many which make up
this very plentiful collection, are among the few which,
having had the lucK to escape the carnification of the dis-
plays in the quarantine at Leghorn when they arrived at a
bad time, have come to us far less battered than the
others. They are constructed with double casings; the
interior is of Egyptian form, the other being square;
all are covered with héjroglyphics, and are decorated on a
white base with figures done in many colors but in a style
or inferior merit, and different style than one sees on
the mummies of the preceeding centuries. Their corpses
are wrapped in red cloth and upon the upper portion of

their chests they yQre breatplates of light-blue enameled

brass (cannoncini ith this was the usual scarab and

four attending ge ¥ these ornaments, however, suffered a
great deal in the voyage. One of the corpses is that of a
man, the other is of a woman which was later named "la
padrona di casa" or often referred to as "la madre di
familia Buon-anno". Neither of these mummies bear a crown
on their heads, nor do they bear any trace of Greek inscrip-
tion.

However, the explorers did not come away without
examples of crowned and ornamented Egyptian mummies, and
soon I will have occasion to cite more than one which is
in this Royal Museum. I do not know, however, if there
are enough reasons to affirm that the practice of crowning
deceased persons was unknown among the Egyptians at least
during their later histdry; and that a crown is sufficient
to indicate the Greek origin of the corpses so adorned.

And what could they be if not funeral crowns--those inter-
laced wreathes made of various kinds of leaves sewn together--
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which are almost always found in the coffins of female
mummies and from time to time in those of men?& Lﬁu L

Fam~indobied_to—the-kininess of -9 ignor—Lebolg feor -~ i,

the—preceeding—informasion, which was also confirmed by

another Italian voyager who wag pregent at the same excg-

vation; all that I have pregented thug far, however, has

been made public in the utmost confidence.

I must not neglect_to mention at this point that it
was 8 one of the forementtorred munmies .tha¥t -The Iargest
Greek menuscript-writtem-en-papyrus-and kept-in the Royal

Colrection was found.©¢ I have been assured of Lhis many

times,-in- person and. by correspondence -by¥ Sigmor-Leboko

himself; howexar, I honestly da not know how. to reconcile

what he-has.said with that which-was-asserted by certain
Arabs to-Uigner-Casate about -the-common-origin-of -all Greek
manuseripie-discavered in Egypt during the last little
while. (Journal des Savans. Sept. lggg. Notice sur les
manuscrits greécs, etc. By Monsieur Saint-ilartin.) How-
ever, -this. very. pertinent- point warrants better clarifiecgiiqps
But leaving every other consideration for now, we
come to the sarcaphogus with which we shall be principa I
concerned. The body that it contains is of a boy not quite
five years o0ld; there is only one box and it is made of a
soft, white wood much like Poplar, although I would say
that it is Sycamore which is less rare in Egypt and more
frequently used in work of this kind. This casket, as I
have already mentioned, was not painted externally, but
instead, presents two precious inscriptions--one of poorly
kept Greek characters and the other, written in hierogly-
phics are marked by an equally damaged condition; infact,
they appear to be those used during the Roman years of
which the mummy is a part; nonetheless it is extremely well-
proportioned and finished with much grace and care. It is
rectangular in shape, its top arching upwards in a semi-
circle and supported at each corner by a small square-cut
column that one can see in Table 1. It differs, however,
from the majority of Egyptian sarcaphagi which are made,
for the most part, to represent the form of the embalmed

6




corpses inside. However, I will say without doubt that
the Egyptians of all ages employed both styles as is attested
by the tombs of the ancient kings of the Diosplitan py-
nasties which were found in the subterranean findings of
Thebes. Usually such cases were destined to contain the
remains of small animals considered sacred. There are,
infact, many such coffins in this Royal collection that no
one will say with certainty that they are Greek works be-
cause it is hoped that mummies of that particular kind
would be Egyptian. I have yet to believe otherwise, how-
ever, when they present no further valuable details which
confirm them as being such other than the form and shape
of the coffins.

The proportions of our sarcaphogus are those suited
for a creature of only a few years; it is little more than
a meter in length, cio'e due p1 ed un' Oncia e mezza
della misura piemontese; 1aré§j§2§2 diece ed un ottavo; ed
alto once nove e mezza. And when I adopt the Piemontese
unit of measurient,called in former times piede di Liut-
prandos it is equal to the ancient Egyptian measurments;
this is because the Egyptian cubit or meter that is precise-
ly preserved in this museum is not any larger than a fourth
ounce or in other words circa a centimeter.®

The body of the child, wrapped as it is, weighs a bit
less than seventy libbre [approximately 61.3 pounds], which
is somewhat more than what his size indicates it should
weigh, A weight excess of this kind is extremely common
with mummies and is to be attributed to the quantity of
bitumen and salts used to embalm them. Because of this
weight many mummies have been destroyed in hopes of finding
precious objects among the embalmer's bandages; the mummy
of petemenone had such an end when taken by Signor Cailliaud
to Paris; but it is only rarely that luck rewards such hope,
while a great many are wasted, leaving uncared for those
which would be well worth saving in museums +to show the
way-—almost always different--in which they were bandaged,
decorated or externally covered, or for other reasons

. » V.\-f{, worthy of such consideration.
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A red linen sheet, the color of which must have been
many times more beautiful and vivid in its own time than
at present, completely envelopes and hides the small corpsef;
the sheet is bound by beautifully interlacing sashes which
give it the appearance of being placed inside a net. The
munmy 's head is crowned with a garland made of a gilded,
cardboard-like pager, interwoven with a few leaves which
one could almost classify as olive leaves if they were
sectioned or if there were some berries with them that could
help to classify themn.
In this Royal HMuseum are two death masks which are
exceptional reproductions of their mummies; they too ar
crowned with fronds much like the one just mentioned
except that these garlands were made of green-colored
stucco. One of these masks belongs to the mummy of a’wo-
man; the other belongs to a man and upon it can be read the
following epigraph: KANAHTIC Yioc exnoYac « There is also
a third mummy similar to the two already mentioned but it
is without any inscription or garland crown.
i--do-not.doubt.-that all of these maske werevtaken‘from() <;g
the mummies.-that, as.l-have already said, were found»S?d v/
_&;gnor -Lebolo.- in the same.tomb.as. that of-eur-child; and b 5y
ihet they-were then-undone . by.-Lebola.himself;-because "o,
Lebolo-usually gave the things he.found. ta.Sigror Droveiti,

i ip.thig. hig-private-cold ion .

The mummy in the possession of Signor Gailliaud was
also decorated with a crown, but while this one and those
already mentioned belonged to adults that could have merited
them by virtue of their station or position or in some
other way, the same cannot be said for our babe, and it is
even more difficult to explain the crown of the woman.9

I cannot, therefore, agree with the opinion of those
who believe that those crowns, as well as the rectangular
form of the cited sarcophagi or evidence of their Greek
origin; nor that they must all be of a single family simply
because they shared a common tomb. Moreover, if this were
so, all of these embalmed cadavers should have been
equally decorated with the same distinguishing features:
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they would have a Greek epigraph on their coffin; they would
have carried Greek names and be descendents of the same
father or from a common ancestor. These things certainly
do not correspond with the mummies of that sepulcher. I
would be somewhat inclined, therefore, to believe that
that tomb was something other than Greek, or of a single
family; rather it seems that it served a certain society,
perhaps fraternal, artistic community, a civil or religious
organization instituted shortly before the reign of Empe-
ror Adrian, a time referred to be the first inscription of
that monument. ' There were many sugggfigfptutions among the
ancient Egyptiansy and in them the b as well as foreign-
ers could find place. One such organization, for example,
was that of fhe Colchites in Thebes, which is mentioned in
the above-mentioned large Greek manuscript found in this
museum; and ;ikewise that of the Basitistes, referred to
on the tablet found by Signor Ruppel on the island of
Bacchus near the Cataracts, and now eminently explained
by Sighor Letronne. ({Recherches pour servir a 1'histoire
de 1'Egypte, ete. p. 345.)

Among the wrappings of our embalmed child, at his
head and feet, are seen two small, flattened papyrus rolls
which have been fastened there by means of some adhesive
or paste, much like our own sealing wax. These documents
contain the name and genealogy of the dead child, as well
as the usual prayers offered to the gods of Amente written
in hieroglyphics; we will have occasion to speak of these

manuscripts in a short time.

Qur coffin is also different from others that I have
seen up until now in the way that it opens. It does not
open from the middle of the 1id as do the others, but by
removing some pins the entire body of the coffin comes
up from its base on which its e«mbalmed cadaver was placed
and where it now rests. But because this operation would
have taken too much time and effor{ each time someone
wished . to see the dead child, someone was clever enough to
leave one of the staves which formed the domed portion of
the 1id so that it would be moveable and could be removed

T N e q ey — s et
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at will. And so that every joint of the case would be
hermetically seaied and the mummy would remain attached to
the bottom,3shinly, black, glass-like layer of some sub~-
stance, similar to tar, was poured over the coffin at the
time it was closed. A portion of this tar-like substance
can still be seen today. I have tested this substance with

alcchol and also by heating it, and I recognize it to be
e
nothing more than asphalt or natural tar, more commonly /¢7<i“//

" " aic Bitumen], a substance
which the Egyptians used quite extensively in the prepara-
. tion of mummies and in the manufacturing of all their

household furnishings.h

But it would be a surprise indeed if our sarcaphogus,
although wanting entirely of exterior ornamentation, were
also without the effigy of the defunct, which, like ail
Egyptian muumies, is usually painted or in relief. The
inage is there, in fact, but hidden in the interior of the
coffin; the colored image of the entire child can be seen
on the bofom of the case with the child's mummy lying over
it. The picture is excellenily preserved except for the

portion which was covered by the above-mentioned bitumen.
The skin of the picture is bronze; the sketch of the

entire body, especially the head, is grotesque; I would do
better to compare its style to the figures in the Greek
style that were made in Italy during the twelfth and
thirteenth centuries, with elongated proportions, rigid
and shallow limbs, and the eyes of one possessed. Above
all, however, anggial_nata_musI_hﬁ_gggg_gi_zhg_gggg_géisp
are not only placged higher on the head that they should be,

which is a practice common to most Bgyptian drawings, but
they are also more pointed than those of a cat, or like a
satyr or faun.l The child is dressed in a deep red, almost
violet colored tunic with very short sleeves and with an
apron of multi-~colored pertendicular lines hanging from a
belt and further supported by two clothes hanging from his
shoulders. On a sash there is an inscription written in

hieroglyphics which, because of being poorly copied and

—_— lo
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quite blotted out by the bitumen, allows but a small frag-
ment of it to be obtained. The child has a red-colored
wig; his ears are decorated with two large earrings that
are shaped like asps; this shape is also used to ornament
the bracelets that bind his wrists. A many-colored, ena-
melled neclace hangs about his neck which hears a small,
gold-colored ornament. In this collection we have a
similar neglace made of small, green enamelled, beauti-
fully worked balls from which hangs a small dish of gold,
similar to the seals that the Roman nobility usually wore
around their necks during their younger years.k In the
munmies of a more ancient date, quite often, instead of this
seal, a small papyrus would be hanging there, or a small,
wooden tablet, or even a scarabl, or amulet.

On the bottom of the sarcophagus, above the head of
the defunct, one sees a painted likeness of an ampulla,
the phonetic symbol for the letter "N", the initial of the
goddess Nefte, mother of Osiris who is the sovreign of the
Tartars. As the protecting diety of the dead, her image
isKSually_found in various ways, on the coffins of their
mummie$§; usually, however, she is depicted in the form of
a woman, but with two great, extended bird's wings, or
arms extended wide apart as if in the act of embracing or
receiving the dead. On the sides of the box two genii or
paredri of Osiris are found among some coarse foliage. With
their right hands they are offering the defunct a green
emblem similar to the ghonetic hieroglyphic that in the
alphabet of Signor Champollion,‘corresponds with the letter
or coptic inscription Hori. These things certainly have
their symbolic meanings, but they are not always easily
understood, nor do they always make sense to us.

A1l that came with our mummy has been wonderfully
preserved. The exterior of the coffin, even after the
many rough journeys it has had to endure, is still in good
condition, and appears to be so new that one would say it
was reqently made. This is the exact conclusidn that all

"
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who see it come to as well.

Qutside, on the lower facing of the box, the one cor-
responding to the feet of the cadaver, the already mentioned
Greek inscriptionﬁféix lines of black lettering, but execu-
ted with such negligence that even if the date were uncer-
tain it could be presented by itself as reason enough for
considering it a work of the decadent age of all Egyptian
art forms. The same can be said for the hieratic writing
on the papyri, and of the hieroglyphic or sacred writing
already mentioned. This fact can easily be seen by looking
at the facsimile of the inscriptions, accurately sketched
with much diligence on the plates that accompany this
lesson. The aforementioned sacred inscription is situated
on the top of the domed 1lid that serves ds the covering
for the coffin, and extends the entire length of the cover
in a single line about three fingers wide. ’

The Greek epigraph is in such fine condition that not
even a single letter is nmissing; in the [Egyptia:ﬂ legend,
hovever, towards the center, three or four figures are
missing; these had already been cancelled by the time the
coffin was placed in storage at Leghorn.

Now, if for all that which has been said thus far, we
can compare our mummy with the greater part of the ancient
works that are admired in the principle collections of
Burope, it can boast of being quite ancient, as ancient as
the second seeené century of the Vulgare. But in a collec-
tion such as the Egyptian collection here in Turin, where
there are many monuments dating from before the Persion
domination to the reign of Sesostri, and then the 18th
dynasty, eighteen centuries before the redemption, this
mummy seems almost modern; and itxzertainly the least
ancient artifact that we have with a sure date. And it is
because of this that it is so valuable; for rare indeed
are the examples that are left from the unhappy state of
art that prevailed among the Egyptians during their final
periods.

Now, at last, it is time to examine the particulars.
of the previously mentioned inscriptions. First of all the
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text and the translation of the epitath, written in Greek.

TaeH « TeTeMenwsioC - TIOY
TABULITOC © EFENNHOH- [ -L » AAPIANOY
TOY - KYPLoT- X0IAK - KA+ ETEAETTA

L: L- €TATOMeNWN * A- wiTe - eplwcen
EThH - B- MHNAC-H - HMEPACL . T EYHY XEN

The tomb of Petemenofe, son of Pavoto, who was born
in the third year of Lord Adrian, the twenty-fourth day of
the month of Choiac. He died in Adrian's seventh year, on
the fourth day of the Epagomeni. He lived four years,
eight months and ten day. Be of good cheer or sta di buon
animo,

The name of the child lying in the sarcophogus is,
therefore, Petemenofi, which is to say: "he who is dedi-
cated or belongs to Amenofi", perhaps to the Greek god
Memnon; or rathér, to the celestial abode of Ammone. He
ceased living in the year 123 of the vulgar era, the 27th
of August which is the fourth day of the Epagomeni which
is to say 1700 years bvefore the current year, [}82{}.

This is, more of less the precise epoch of our monument; I
say more or less because often times the Egyptians would

not bury their dead for many months. There were many
reasons why they made their burial practice so different
than ours: but the ceremonies that accompanied an embalming'
and the many long operationsneeded to perform this must

have had a part in effecting this ritual.

In this inscription the filiation of the young Pe-
temenofi is mentioned only by the name of his father,
which followed the Greek and Roman custom rather thar that
of the Egyptians. Since among the funeral legends written
on the cases of the mummies in sacred characters, tthgyp-
tians usually dated only the name of the defunct's mother;
I believe that there are frequent examples contrary to this
very ancient practice.® Also, among the papyri buried,
both those in hieretic characters and hieroglyphic sym—
bols, frequently the name of the father is entered, but
always with the name of the maternal parent, and usually
after hers.
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This practice is not seen in the papyri written in
Greek or the mummy's dialect, under the domination of the
Greeks and Romans; in these that, for the most part, do
not usually contain items of a forensic nature, the fili-
ation is always derived fgﬁm the father, and if the mother
is mentioned, she is mentioned behind the father, and also
if the father is missing.” -

The many Greek and demotic writing of this Royal Office
and those already published elsewhere, last of all in
England by Doctor Young testify of this practice. And of
2ll these, I only know of one that apparently takes to such

/

a practice, and it is the papyrus containing Greek charac-
ters of the Borgiano Museo in Rome, illustrated by

Schow.o But this document, which is beyond doubt contem-
porary to the domination of the Romans, does not contain
anything more than a véry long series of the names of those
who dug a ditch, and was registered, it seems, for the
private use of some temple , and because of its nature did
not have to have any other stylistic standard than the

free choice of the writer. Other than this, it should be
noted that here the mother is mentioned, for the most

part, when the father is unknown or when he is dead, as

in this case: Ne&iviwy, 3m(m,o, '6:951-,_05 . "Neanion
without a father", or "of an unknown father, son of Orsite.”

All the other papyri, by comparison, written in Greek
or demotic characters, in indicating the filiation of the
contracting parties, ddjust to the most corfinally used
mezthods of the Egyptians for their funerals; they are
usually public practices, not dependent upon religious
canon, and in their formalities had to submit to the rule
of the law so as not to transgress them.

I am of the opinion that in the first ages the
general practice in Egypt was to enter filiation by the name
of the mother only, this was probably because polyganmy,
according to Diodoro of Sicily, was for a time allowed
among the peopleP, and that this practice was constantly
maintained in their religious and burial practices until
the last epochs., And if it became the object of change,
as it is said, it was in civil affairs, and not dependent
upon the religion. This was the case with many other very
_ancient customs among thazypeople, or following peacably




the example of their foreign rulers, or submitting to their
rule.

But, so that one can more easily pass judgment on the
various ways which the Egyptians used to show the filiation
of the dead in their Greek epigraphs, I~will refer-you onee
again-to. the. few. already discussed, noting that all come
from the same..sepulchey,. whick is-ihe one found by Signor
Leboleo~in -Gournah. This original text will serve once

) A"""'p-»..«""\___

again in making a comparison of their syntactical sytle

and spelling.

Number 1. The inscr#&ion of the- mummy- carried- to Paris
by Signor Cailliaud, illustrated and supplied by Signor

Letronne.

T’{ereﬂérwv & xXal ’A_ﬂ/ufa‘nos LawTijpos. .« ETSY
ElXoare £yo5 , uny&r &, XAl ppEPSY ELXooe d6o
EREAESTNoe T8. L* Tpalarvol 105 xoplov, magyi H.

Petemeno, call Ammonio, son of Sotero. . . lived
twent;:333_§gars, four months and twenty-two days; died in
the 19th year of the Lord Traiano, the eighth day of Payni;
which is June 2 of the year 116 of the Christian era.

As has already been said by way of warning, this
inscription is so badly preserved that in spite of the
great ability of the illustrator, there will always be

some doubt about its true meaning.

Number 2. The epitath brought from Egypt by Mr. Gray, and
published by the Egyptian Society of London.

) Ta @)‘Z Tp%)'rot‘Hpa(x?\EL”oz/ icuﬂ‘f]'/os‘)/myw\f Zm‘,oawoﬂrajn
Frf\'fﬂ\ﬁz Gsied 15 €. L "Adplavell o8 xypioy; 69 TB. i

£T -~ ~  TE . N AN T O — N
Te zuz%d'ey\ P ,M' L Yadils zh K, erdy 55 v § s (aatl)
Npepdy H, o &rdpn s 1B L‘,/my), a&bp 8.

The tomb of Tfute, daughter of Eraclio Sotero and
Sarapute. ©he was born in the fifth year of the Lord
Adrian, the twelth daysef Athyr (liovember 8 of the year
120 of the Vulgar Era).AZ%a%he age of six years, two months
and eight days. ©She was burZied in the twelth year, the




twelth day of Athyr (November 8 of that same year). This

means that she was buried in the following Egyptian year
on the aﬁhversary of her death and almost ten months after
her death.

Number 3. The epigraphs of one of the mummies acquired
by General !Minutoli.

CENXWNCIC * 1+ KAL- CATIAYAIC- TTPECRYTE P4 TNKWTOC
TENNTOEICA  TWi- A-L* OEOY- TPAIANOY - TAXWN - 1L
ETEAEYTHCEN: Tyoi- 6 L ANTWNINGY: KAICAPOC: KYPioY
PAMENWO- T€ - WCTE > EBIWCEN ETH - NIA - MENAC AEKA

OAPCE |

Senchonsis, nore often called Supaulis, the first daughter
and child of Picoto. Born in the fourth year of the divine
Traiano, the 17th of Pachon (May 12 of the 101st year of
the Vulgar Era). She died in the ninth year of the lord
Anthony Jaesar, the 15th of Phamenoth (March 11 or 146).
She lived fourty-four years and ten months--courage!

This inscription was illustrated by Lignor Raoul-
Rochette, and reproduced by Signor Letronne in his above
mentioned QOsservazioni, page twenty-five.

Number 4. The epitath of one of the mummies opened by

Sigugor-Febeloy published by Signor Letronne (QOsservazioni,

p. 37).
CLOTHP - KOPNIAIDY - TTOAAIOY - MHT Poc - HIAOYToC

APXWN - QHBLV.

Sotero, son of Cornelius Pollion and Filute, Archon
on Thebes.

One can see what Signor Letronne has written about
this brief inscription in his QOgservazioni.

Now, from the examination and confrontation of the
exhibited ‘epitaths, there are many things that could be
used to illustrate our argument. '

It is noteworthy that the name of both parents and
the dead are not only written on the sarcophagus of Pete-~
menofi, but also on the second and fourth example epitaths,
while on the urn of our baby we find these names separated--
one is written in Greek, the other in Egyptian. If our

A




mummy had not had another inscription besides the one to
which was just referred, I do not doubt that also upon

his coffin, just as on the above mentioned, the name of
the father, as well as that of the mother, would be

seen registered together and with equal importance given
to both. 8o, a family of perhaps Greek origin, which had
become Egyptian because of its long stay and successive
marraiges in that country, had joined together in the con-
struction and decoration of a funeral box the epigraphs
and customs of the two nations.

Moreover, comparing the text of our inscription, all
of which is intact, with what little is remaining of that
which was on the mummy brought to Paris by Signor Cailliaud,
I am not so sure that there, as well as the name of the
father and the ancestry of the defunct, one would also read
that of the mother, just as happened to the distinguished
Signor Letronne; and this notwithstanding that her name
is seen many.times among the outlined hieroglyphics on
that coffin. And it seems to me that in the legend that
is on the coffin of young Tfute, no mention is made of
Sarapute, the mother of the child, because her name had
already ben registered in the Greek epigraph found there;
this could have been done differently if it had been set
in the very concise manner of that writing style. '

For the same reason I suggest that among the hiero-
glyphics which bedeck the case of the aforementioned
mummy of Senchonsis, the name of her mother, which is not
seen entered in the Greek text, should be found. I would
make this same affirmation even if that mummy hadn't been
plundered, as I have been assured it was by a certain
traveler-explorer.

But I have already said erough of these Egyptian
practices. Let us return to the paﬁiculars of the epi-
tath we must examine. Here we read that the child was
born on the twentyfourth day of the Egyptian month of
Choiac, making it the third year of the reign of Adrian;$
in our measurhent of fime this would be the twentieth day
of December, the 118th year of the Vulgar Era. He died in
the seventh year of the same reign, on the fourth day of

'




the Epogameni, that is to say, the twenty-seventh of
August of the 123rd year. Hence, calculating that all the
Zgyptian months had thirty days, and a year had 365 (which
included the five additional ones), and not eglecting
leap year which fell on the year 120, we find that the
length of time that the child lived was four years, eight
months and ten days.

In more ancient time the Egyptian year was composed
solely of 360 days divided into twelve months of thirty
days each. This period does not correspond to the a%bal
course of the sun; the beginning of their year was always
vague and uncertain. To remedy this confusion, the
Thebans thought of adding five days to the last month of
the year, which were consequently called "epagomeni" from
the Greek verbznakav, to add or to insert. But at the
time this was done, those wise men did not realize that
the addition of only five days was not sufficient enough
to achieve a peérfect correspondence between the civil year
and the solar year. It was because of this weakness in
the calendar the Julius Caesar, many centuries later, took
the advice of the Egyptian astronomer Sosigene and added
one day to the month of February every fourth year; and:
the Alexandrian astronomers, probably imitating his example,
effected the same thing by adding a sixth day to the epa-
gomeni every fourth year. Hence, the first day of their
first month, which was named for their god Thoth, corre-
sponded to the twenty-ninth day of the Roman month of
August or the sextile of leapyear, came to fall on the
following day. So, without renouncing their national

node of dividing the year the Egyptians had a way of con-
forming to wise innovations and to the ways of their con-
querors.T

The inscription of our mummy ends with the apostrophy
EJ¢6ka which has more or less the same meaning as Bdpoec S,
which ends the epitath of Senchonsis. Both are addressed
to the defunct and correspond to our way of saying Evviva,

fa coraggio, sta di buon animo. Both are in agreement with




with Egyptian theology concerning the future state of the
soul and are the declaration of the hopes and desires that
only remain to console the superstitious of the new and
happier destinies of their dear ones called to die.

The Egyptians usually thought of the homes and
dwelling places as nothing more than rooms for pilgrims
that are making only a short stay on the face of the
earth, but they give their sepulchers the title of being
their eternal homes. Therefore, it is marvelous that
these were protected so religiouslyfnd sheltered with such
care from the injuries of time and the eyes of men, whether
in caves in the mountains or in the depths of the tombs.
But aside from this, it is strongly believed that they’&he dea@
were sometimes visited again by their parents and friends.
Otherwise, what purpose would there have been for recording
many minute details on the urns of unknown people and babies?
The use of similar epitaths was evidently unknown among
the more ancient Egyptians; the few examples that are known
of at this time are of a less ancient epoch and of a style
quite foreign to that people; they seem to me, considering
their tombs, principally that of Petemenofi, to have been
brought to the banks of the Nile along with the use of
columbaria, a custom of Roman families.

Before going on, so as not to leave any aspect of our
Greek inscriptions unexamined, it will not be out of line
to mention some things concerning the character of the
writing itself which, I hope, will not be reputed as being
useless to a study of the peleography of those times.

The first thing to note is that the characters of
that epitath are of such form that the Greeks who made
the inscription made it difficult to tell whether they
were cursive, capitals, or coptic figures. And in the
manner in which it was written the letters seem to be a
mixture of all three styles.

Secondly, in the word €04+0yec the letter Y has the
figure of a cross which was sometimes used for the letter
T; however, it is not very unusual to find it written thus
on the Greek-Egyptian monuments of that time. This letter
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was also found formed like this same proclaiming voice
55+6XL_(sic), written on the chest of the previously
mentioned mummy of Menfi found by Pietro Della-Valle. I
also observe this in the Royal Museum on an uncirculated
Alexandrian meda)lion of Phillip the young, and on one of
those small wooden tablets which hang from the necks of
the poorer people's mummies who haven't coffins. One such
tablet reads: +éNMWNOHC. MA , and on another: OYTOC
HENMWNBHC . ete.

A third thing to note is that the abbreviation or sym-
bol used to index the year which in the Greek hand is
usually written as a Latin L, appears in our epitath
after the letters or numerals of the years and not before
them as is observed on all imperial Alexandrian coins, and
was generally practiced among the Egyptians who wrote Greek
in those times., This mark or letter was probably the hie-
roglyphic symbol used to mark the year, which the Egyptians
from the first ages used to place before their chronological
dates.

Fourthly, the numerals which were used to signify the
days and months are quite distinct from the other figures
in their use. They are found with a straight line drawn
parallel above them, but they are without those symbols
used to indicate the years. It must have been for this
reason that there are many numerals defined with the
already mentioned yearly symbols, while they had nothing
more that could help distinguish them from the other let-
ters of the text. )

Finally, a fifth item to observe is that on our manu-
script the lettered numerals are written in the usual way--
from left to right. Therefore, every doubt is removed con-
cerning the way the figures in the epitath of Senchonsis
should be rendered, where, with uncertainty, the dates were
interpreted in various ways by its translators. (V. Le-
tronne. Op. Cit., p. 25.
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" CHAPTER II.

Egyptian Inscriptions on the BMummy of Petemerofi

Yot all of the things that have Ween said about the Greek
epitaphs which are often found on Eeyptlan mummies can be
applied to both the Eeyptian hieroglyphic and priestly writing
systems, which are found not only on the rectangular coffins,
but 1rn gereral on all mummies of all eras, on sepulchral
slabsi:;nd on a large part of the maruscripts which are fre-
guently enclosed with the mummies. Because these irscriptions,
dictated colely by the =pirit of religior and pilety toward tre
dead, wWere no?hing but praises and invocations to the patron
divinity of the deceased, or mysterious expositions of the
teachings of religlion concerning the future lot of the dead.
Thug these inecriptions necessarily had to be written in the
rational languare, with characters consecrated by custom and
by religious sanction; nor would it have been permissible to
write them in a forelgn tongue.

The orligin of these sacred inscriptions 1s lost in the
obscurity of time; thelr use was universal not only in Egypt,
but also in liubia, Ethiopia, and among all of the peoples
1iving in the immense valley of the ¥ile. Yor would its use
have died out had it not been for the triumph of Christianity
and the destructlion of the ancient szuperstitions of those

sister nations. Open testimony of this fact is furnished by the
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papyril which we've found on mummies contemporary with the
first kihgs of the eighteenth dynasty, as we:l as the
sarcophagus which is one of the subjects of our consideration,
and the others of the same time perlod found with it in the
same sepulchre, all of which are twenty centuries later than
the manuscripts.

Thus we should rot expect to find in the hleroglyphic

inscription of Petemenofi's mummy, nor in the papyri which

accompanied it, an entire repetition or vulgarization of that

which appears in the Greek epltaph, because since thelr pur-
poses are different, so will their contents be different.
“owever, examininéfhe inscriptions carefuvlly, I have had the
pleasure of seeing that they all refer to the same deceased;
trat in each 1s repeated his rname, with some of the detalls
related in the Zreef text, and that most useful corclusiors
can be drawn from comparisons of them in order to better con-
Tirm the accuracy of the new method of reading such writines,
and in order to accelerate progress in this area.

And above all, concerning our inscriptlon in hierozlyphic
characters, I must inform the reader that the writing, as I
have already noted, 1s recorded on the highest part of the
coffin all on one line; to facilitate the interpretation of
it I am presenting 1t divided into five columns attached here
in fable II., in which those symbols that- will be particularly

considered are noted by arabic numerals.
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I repeat, that to avold entering into tedlous repetitions
of elementary things already sald and taught by others, I
will presume that the reader has a knowledee of that which
nas been published to date in both France and England on the
method of interpreting the different Egyptian writing sys-

tems, especlally the Sistema ceroglifico desli antichi

Boiziani | The Hieroglyphle System of the Ancient anptians]

by the eminent 3ig. Champollion, a’'work:-which: honors our
é}etury and which alone can serve us as a guide in these
studies.

In the first and gsecond columns of the inscription I
can discern rnothing more than relizious homage to the patron
divinities of Eevpt and of the deceased. These are seen
at the beginning; then the 8ky 1s symbolically represented by

the same figure of the goddess TPE, the TUrania of the

Zryptlans; and shortly thereafter the the deceased 1s deplcted
23 one who 1s reclining. This, perhaps, could have some relation
to the astrological opinions which dominated Fzypt at the time,
since by the mummy of Siz. Cailliaud's collection, and by tts
celebrated zodialcal symbols this correspondence has been
emphatically demonstrated.

But in the first group of the third column, going from
top to bottom and from right to left, the name of the de-
ceased FPetemenofil is clearly read, Jjust as it is recorded in
the corresponding Greek 1lnscription. Of the symbols which

make up the group, some are phonetic, others symboliec, and

others flgurative; so that in just this one name we have an




image of all of the mysterious writing of the ancient Eryptians,

ard an example of the three different ways in which they,

in their writing, used a mixture of hireoglyphic symbols to

explain thelr concepts to others. The first to be seen igs

Criris, supreme zod of Amenti, or the Fgyptian Tartar, where

the.souls of the dead receive theilr judgement before that

divirity, the rname of whom is almost always united to that

of the deceased, and 1s usually written first in the burial

inseriptlions. 1It's pnot easy to explain this practice; per-

haps the dead, be they women or men, adults or children--

there are examples of all types--from the moment of their

death were held to belong particularly to that god [Osiriﬂ

(u), and to have been made one with him. Or perhaps it was

adopted as a formula of invocatlon for all the dead, 1in -the

same way that the greater part of the funeral stones among

the Romans were entlitled with the formula Dis Manibus, or D.M.
But whatever the reason behind such a practice might have

been, 1t 1s worthy of note that among the Egyptlans all such

Tuneral inscriptlons are written in-the national idiom, and

that to date no examples of them have been found in Greek

inseriptions. This is undoubtedly so because these were

simple family matters and personal memoriles, and werent*taanything

which-®as regulated by religilous norms, nor which had to employ

lts consecrated formmlas.
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For the most part in such inscriptions the mame of
Osiris 1s represented by means of an eye, symbolically,
rather than by hisiown figure, as in our case. In the
former of the two forms, to clte an example of it alro,
the name 1le repeated very often in the largest papyrus man-
useript in this royval collection, where 1t is usually joined
to the fropt of a deceased person called Aufon, 1l.e. the
mummy to which this immense roll belonged. (x)

The rame of Petemenofi, which is written in the remainder
of that group, ls composed of eight hieroglyphic characters,
among which are seven that belong to the phonetic alphabet
of nieroglyphics, and one, 1.e. the one labeled in the first
table with the number I., which 1s entirely svmbolical. The
meaning of each of them follows:

1. A symbol corresponding to the Latin letter P, rather
similar in form to a roof or 1lid.
?. The segment of the circle, T.
The feather or leaf, A or E, as you prefer.

3.
L4, The toothed or serrated parallelogram, M.
5. The straight line, X.

6.

The above-described symbolic symbol representing the
celestial
home: orpdwelling of Ammon,called Oph or Op in Egyptilan
ritual, whose phonetic value should be represented by a
feather or leaf 0, and byta atriped square PH or P; but in

our case the phonetic representation has been omitted for
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one of those abbreviatlons encountered so frequently in
hierozlyphic writing.

7. aﬁd 3. The two phonetic characters corresponding to
the letter T and to the dipthong EI. This second symbol
sometimes has the value of a simple vowel or of a dipthong;
but other times 1t 1s used in a symbollc way to represent an
entire word which in Coptic or Egyptian has the meaning of
home or abode. In this place its function 1s to determinre the
mearing of the hieroglyphlc in front of it, 1.e. to tell us
that that symbol has been placed there to represent the idea

of the celestial abode of Ammon called QOph [the abode is);

and in the group which we're examinineg we must read Of, the
last syllable o7 the given: hame-Petemenofi.
The Eoyptians used to express thlg final syllable,’ -

common’ in’ $o:many-of thelr.name& derived from the cod Ammon, in many
“he following are some examples: e

1. The majority of the time they represented it by the
single symbolic sien mentioned above (3ee table I, col. I. ro.l.),
leaving for the reader to supply [or taking for granted] the

and determinative

three phoneticAcharacters that should accompgmy it. o, for
example, this ending 1s written on a good number of monuments
of this royal museum, and singularly on the mummy with three
coffing, distinguished there by the number 1., in the name of
the late Amenoph, to be specific.

"« The Gsyptlans often wrdte it out completely as 1s seen

“in the two examples presented in table I, under lettersi(, &and

FAA
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D, the first of which is recorded in the hieratic papvruc
no.XVII of our royal collection, and the other on a sepulchral
store also found here under the number LIXTIX.

3. Other times they omitted the symbolic sign of the
dwelling Oph of the god Ammon, writing instead the leaf or
feather, 0; the square, F, or P; and the above-mertioned
determirative sign of the home, EI; wkisee it this way ir
fact 1n the name of the deceased Ameremoph, which is carved
on the Zeyptian cubit (or measuring rod) in our collection,

4.‘ Finally theyAgigze the said ending with the symbol
of the heavenly aﬁode, accompanied only by the leaf symbol, C,
and by the femin;ne article, T, forretting the letter or
word, EI. It 1s in precisely this form that I find the
ziven name Ameroph on a émall tile of terracotta, enameled

in deep blue, which also is a part of this royal collection.

(turn to next pace)
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Nor do we perhaps have here yet all of the different
ways in which this frequent final syllable was expresced.
mhus from this we can see how free and varied ancient Fzyptlan
writing was; I have thought it convenient to mention come-
of them, involving myself in these tedlous detalls to Jurtify
the reading which, in our case, is the only one tlmt should
be adopted as it &eems to me. ()

Yow if, to the hieroglyphic groups which have been given
the name Fetemonofl, only examined in part up to this point,
we add to the alphabetric consonant letters or signs which make
it up the vowels omttted in the original, according to the
practice of the éastérnl languages and of Egyptlian in partic-
ular; and if we then give the symbolic sign no. 1 its under-
stood phonétic value, we have the same name for the deceased
as that which appears in hils Greek epltaph, that is, Petemenoph,

or Petemenofl, which may be translated "he who belongs to the

heavenly abode of Ammon",.T Z-% : - sienation

among the Egyptians, particularly at Thebes where Ammon, as

tutelary divinity of that elfiye, was particularly venerated.

Immediately after this first group comes a second com-
posed of two sollitary hieroglyphlecs which present us, in an
abbreviated form, with the first and last of those four or
five =igns which almost always accompany the names.of the < -
dead-’, afd which should be interpreted as deeeased. I would
venture to say that this formula corresponds in Egyptian sep-

ulchral monuments to the @reek sign 6 , or to the voices
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ﬁ1[past remote of to be, meaning late or deceasmﬂ or quondam,

which we too are accustomed to use in the same situation,

But after all of this, 1t stlll remains to be discovered
if the deceased Being named thereln was a divinity, or if in-
stead he belonged to the human species, and what his sex was.
To designate this, the Egyptlans coupled to every given rame
either the figure of a god, of a man, or of a woman, This
expedlent, always useful for giving clarity to that intricate
method'of writing, became ilndispensdble when the context didn't
manifest the nature of the particular Egyptians clearly enough.

Actually in thils inscription no masle figure is =seen, but
here it wasn't necessary for the "hieroglyphiclan" or the

specific state or nature
priestly writer to designate 4= =K, since that of Petemenofi
had already been sufficiently manifested both by that which
preceded and by that which followed hls name, as we shall see.

Among the hieroglyphic symbols that make up the name, we
have yet to note that which I deseribed as having the form of
a roof or covering. This symbol in the writings, in sacred
characters, is generally used as a representation of hkaven
[br the ski], and In this sense we see it used more than once
inithe: fifstceditmn-of thils our inscription. However there is
no doubt that, as an initial of the Egyptian IIC, heaven, it
also takes on at times the phonetic value of the Latln letter P
and although it isn't yet listed in the phphetddialphabet of

¥sry Champollion, he himself supplies us an example of 1t in

On

the given name Psametlg (1), and simllarly another in the name
of the goddess TPE, that is, in the name of heaven presented

in human form. (2)
S d ( 1. Planches, et ta u_général no.190.
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Let us pass now to an examination of the fourth column,
which I will divide again into two parts for convenience of
explanation, In the first I see expressed in three groups the
filial relationship of the child Petemenofi, no loneer furnished
through the father in the manner of western peoples, as*we
have seen in his Greek epitaph, but fthrough the mother,
according to the more usual practice of his natlon,.

The first group 1s formed by three phonetic characters
corfesponding to the three Latin letters M.S.M.. The first
two, as everyone knows, are read mas or mes, which 1s to s=say
borrn; the third is equivalent to the preposition of; thus the
phrase: born of.

The second group 1s primarily composed of four characters
which are also phonetle, 1l.e. from the bag we have T:; from the
vase with a handle CH, or C; from the lituus [a curved rod
used by Etruscan priests in rituals, or an ancient trumpet
similar to the bugle] a U; and from the two little vertical
lines, I; which characters render the name Tacul.

The three hieroglyphics which follow these, in the lower
line, form the third group, whose function 1s to determine
the meaning of the word répresented by the preceding eroup.

In the middle is the figurative sign of woman, which tells
us that in that group 1s contained the glven name of a woman,
who was the mother of the deceased RBetemenofl mentioned above.

ItAremains to be sald whether or not this mother Tacui

was stilI‘allve upon the death of her son. This detall is also




revealed by the hieroglyphic that precedes her figure, th e
hieroglyphic numbered 2., in the same fourth column. This
character is purely symbolic and seems to be the emblem of
health and well-being in the inscriptions of the Rosetta

H "
stone. Thus we have the phrase: prosperous woman, which is

to say that Tacul was still living when Petemenofl was placed
in the sepulchre.

To those who #me accustomed, like we=are, to full, har-
monious, high-sounding speech, 1t will certainly seem strange
that a woman should be named Tacul. But are the names of the
women Tphut, Saraput, Senchonsis, and Philut, which are re-
corded in géod Greek characters on their own sarcophagai, all
found with ours in the same sepulchre, any less harsh to their
ears? A 1anguagez?u11 of monosyllables, consonants, and as-
pirated syllables as Egyptian rarely produces words more gen-
tle or sweet sounding than these.

In the second part of this same fourth column,we-have
the age of the deceased, Thils information 1s very rarely
found in such inseriptions and is all the more precious in

giving us by
our case forAlits perfect agreement with the text of the Greek
" epitaph a new confermatilon of that which has been learned from
the reknowned Rosetta stone and from a few other monuments
similarly inscribed, concerning the way in which the Tgyptians
wrote the ages of the dead, years, months, days, and chron-

ological dates in general.

t
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The age of the young Petemenofl at his death 1= here
recorded in two different ways. The first is by means of
the curved rod, the index to the number of years, accompanied
tnfhe disk, his own determining sign, and by the cross with
a handle, symbol of life. On this rod there are five teeth
or prongs which, it 1s known, represent five years; and they
reveal that Taeul's son was in the fifth year of his 1ife when
he dlied. Here, in the Egyptlian fashion, a year which had
beguh only a few days previously was counted as completed,
though, to be precise, Petemenoflil was no more than four years,
eight months, and tgn days old, as is recorded in the Greek
inscription.

The practice 1s the same in the funeral inscription of
the aboVe-mentionedA%%ﬁﬁ% (1), 1n which the rod,or annual
sceptre exhiblits seven leaves for seven years completed,
while we learn from the Greek epitaph beside her that she
was no older than six years, two months and eighteen days at
her death. ZThe same system was always followed with the
Alexandrian imperial coins in showing the year of the Prince's
relgn in which they were minted.

But the holy scribe whose duty it was to record the in-

as 1f he
seription by pen on our sarcophagus,almostpfeared to have
insufficiently shown by tﬁat means the true age of the deceased,
desired to record it again more preclsely in another way. To
this end he wrote, on the left-hand part of the same sceptre,
four marks which, because of the presence of the rod-symbol

Itself, have the value of four years. Under these he also

penned the well-known symbol for solar months, i.e. the
> maglyphdag collected by the ezypt. society. London 1823. pl.35.
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crescent moon, accompanlied by its usual determining character,
that is, the solar disk with the vertical lire beside it.
But in addition the symbol 1s here upside down to indicate,
as Orapolline teaches (2), that the months cited had already
ended. In fact in early times the months were figured by'
the phases of the moon, but it was not long before the
Zgyptlans took the path of the sun for the only measure of
their chronological periods({3). Thus they added the symbol
of the sun to the number of the months, and they accom-
panled it with the vertical line because in this place it

is used symbolicaily, not figuratively.

Under the symbol of the months, to the left of the disk,
there are two signs similar one to the other, here designated
with the number 3., whose form is the same as the cursive
Latin letter q, not far from the numéeral 4. Up to the present,
as far as I know, no other example of & .numerical hieroglyphics
constructed in this way has been produced, And here for the
first time we can determine its value; beeause; given from
fhe Greek inscription that Petemenofi lived eight months past
his four years, it is evident that each of the two symbole,
determined [hameqltw'the above-mentioned character symbolic
of months, must represent the number four; and their sum will
then give preclsely eight months, which, having made the above
comparison, we expected to find after the four years. Thus

we can now add this new numerical hieroglyphic symbol to the
(2) Horapolline. Hieroglyphieca. btk. 1. S. b,
(3) Herodotus. bk. II. no.%4.
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other, drawn in the shape of a horse-shoe, which the distinguished
French academician 3ig. Jomard several years ago found to be

the equivalent of the number ten. This new discovery will

without doubt yleld most useful consequences.

After all this to obtailn the entire age of the deceased,
which 1s specified in the above-mentioned Greek inscription,
the ten days are still missing. But these too are noted here,
under the number of the months, by the horse-shoe figure cited
previously which, though it is row partly obliterated, is
quite easily recognized. This figure 1ls also accompanied by
the usual symbolic group of the sun disk with the vertical
lire. These =ymbols, as it seems from the three examples that
we nhave here, must be the determinative characters of every
hieroglyphic intended to express the solar year with its
divisions. (z).

All of these findings are truly precious, because our

krowledge of the anclent Egyptians' method of numbering and

oETHUSE

calculating is sti1l so limited (w), andAthe hieroclyphig

monuments heretofore found which bear any: chronclogical

date other than just the name of the reigning prince are rare,.

50 far I have seen only three in this royal museum: one on

a beautiful, large sepulchral slab, delicately carved in
white stone, similar to that of the most ancientAéﬁﬁiitheater
of Arab-el-Matfouni, in the anclent province of Abydos, on

which slab, & the first g&%, and isolated, the year XLVI may
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be read, Written in the following hieroglyphics. First, to \Zé}
the right, the curved rod indicating the year, with the
nsual solar disk and with the segment of the circle that lqu M
almost always accompanies 1t. Here this indicator rod has
only one notch or brojection; nor can it be otherwlse, be-~
cauce it doesrt exlst just by itself, but makes up part of the
date which follows. 3econdly the flgure<of the horse-shoe
repeated four times, 1l.e. four times ten, or fourty. Finally
six little vertical lines written without interruption one
afterithe other, which correspond to =six units. All of which
though

yields the year XLVI, g1t.is not: too clear if it refers to
the age of the deceased named on the stone, or to the vear
of the present prince's reign. )

‘The other monument in this royal collection which
bYears a chronological date expressed in numefical hiero-

zlyphics is a very small wooden sepulchral tablet which was

probably hung around the neck of a mummy. On its two =ides,

almost as ornamentation, two annual scepters are depicted,

which, displaying twenty-six notches, certainly reprecent the

twenty-sixth year of the reign of Pharoah Amenofis I, first

~0f the elghtesnth dynasty of Manetone, here identified in

the midst of the other hieroglyphics by hls royal circles,

(1].  This, the year of his death, corresponds to the year

1769 B.C., according to the present opinion of the Erudites.

(1) See Vol.XXIX of the Memorle déllacRemle Accademia d1 Torino
p. 83, for the worthy and erudite dlssertation of my colleague
Professor of Philosophy Costanzo Gazzera concerning the
historical monuments of this royal museumg read to the same
Academy on May 6, 1824, :
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The third numerical date in the priestly [ﬁit. nacreé]
lancuage bcetrs:-oh-m-small scarad of green-ernamelled porce-
lain (reries XXIV, no. 15.) where, under the the ring-name
of King Meride, the eleventh year of hils relgn is carved ir

the same way over two similar curved rods. Thus thic pre-

clous scarab, less than 66 years older than the aforesald

tablet, originated in the vear 1730 R.C.

ar——

Othner inscriptions with chronological rotes like these

are also %Xrown at Paris and elsewhere, without considerire
other purely numerical quantities, also written in hierosly-
phics, which are encountered from time to time in papyri and
on other =sepulchral monuments, These things all wonderfully
confirm the method I have presented for interpreting them.

Finally, to return to our dilscussion, the group deccribded,
intended to show the age of the deceased child, terminates
with the figure of a reclining man, which completes the phfase
and irdicates the subject.

At this point the parts of our inscription that coincide
with those things described in the Greek epltaph come to an
end, thus ro more comparisorns can"be made.' And since that
which remains 1s not relevant to my argument, I will rnot con-
gider it here.

From that which I have shown up to this point and through
the use of the phonetic alphabet of Sig., Champollion and of

the recent discoverles concerning the method of interpreting
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Zeyptian hieroglyphics, it follows that I have, from the
inscription in the priestly language found on the mummy case

of the embalmed Fetemenofl, these phrases: The deceased man

telonzing (or initiated) to Osiris, Petemenofi, Born of

Tacul, who died in the fifth year of his 1ife, havine lived

four vears, elcht months and ten days. These phrases are

certainly no different than those which we have seen in the

Greek epitaph of the same mummy, l.e.: Sepulchre of Petemensfi,

who lived four years, eilght months and ten days.

Now if there were yet anyone who could place in doubt
the truthrof the modern theories of interpretation of the various
writings anciently used by the Eeyptians, or, if he were rot
completely
vetAconvinced, not having pondered 1t carefully perhaps, I
would ﬁroperly invite him to re-examine tHe comparison which
I myself have malle of the two cited 1nscr1pfions. and to draw
from them in good falth the consequences which neceésarily
ensue. 7
o Bpt also from an._examthation of the two hileratic manu-
geripts on papyrus whieh, as I noted at the beginntng; wére
found among the outer wrappings of the embalmed cadaver, we
can draw new evidence to support the above-mentiored teachings,
if 1ndéed they have need of any. Everyone knows by row that
the hieratic dr-priestly language does not differ at all from
the sacred language as concerns the meaning of the words and
thelr inflectlons; but that there is a great difference in

the form and quality of its more cursive characters,lEes«




fizurative and symbolic than hieroglyphlcs. Our knowledge

of thelr alphabet 1s derived from the discovery of the hiero-
zlyphic alphabet, sirce we are indebted for this to the com-
parlsons which we have been able to make on the Rosetta stone
between the Eeyptian 1inscriptions and the corresponding

Sreek text. Yow 1t 1s precisely through new and successive
comparlisons that we must continue to vendicate the exactness
and truth of the results which have already been obtained.
This 1s precisely the purpose of my present observations, and
is the advantage which may be drawn from them.

Thus 1f in these hieratic pleces that, like all of the
other sepulchral papyril, should not contaln anything but
pralses or invocatlions to the tutelary divinity of the de-
ceased; we still read, by means of the priestly alphabet, the
same name of Petemenofl with other of his particulars, wEich
we have already found in the previously-examined epigraphs,
I'd 1ike to know how anyone coiuld yet harbor reaconable doubts
about the genuinity of a system already founded in so many
demonstrations of proof, and now once more confirmed by the
triple agreement of these our writings.

In fact I read, beginning with the first verse of these
two papyri, similar one to the other, but not ldentical, the
same worlids that we have already seén in the other twd in-

seriptions, 1.e.: Petemenofi a deceased man belonging to

Osiris, born of Tacul his mother. Without entering into new
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aralytical examlnatlons, each may determine it for himeself
with the two manuscripts at the beginning of the first lines
which I present for thls purpose in Plate II, under the
letters A and B. '

These documents are not preclous just for this reason,
but also because of the certainty they provide us of the date
of thelr authorship. This informatlon may be very useful in
examining the condition of Egyptian writing in its later
phases and in comparing it to that of wore ancient papyri,
contemporary to the first relgns of the eighteenth dynasty, in
order to discover tHe variatlons'in form, elegance and place-
ment of its characters which it underwent after many centuries.
Meanwhile PaleographyAwill be able to take advantage of these
things; I, in rendering account of everything that belonged to
the mummy of the Egyptian Petemenofil, will be content to have

pointed them out.
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NOTES

T0 THE PRESENT READINGS

¥ote a. page 4., In a recent German newspaper cited in

the periodical entitled: 2REulletin universel des sclences ete.
Aout 1824, p. 103. a Paris, we read that Sig. Lmitzér, a
German traveller, has recently brought from Egypt to Trieste

a hermetically sealed Greek mummy in a.sarcopﬁagus bearing

two inscriptions, one ét the head, the other on one of the
sides.--It remains to be learned if the mummy was said to be
Greek because of'the rectangular form of its case, or if in-
stead because of the nature of 1ts insecriptions. If these

are written in Greek, we would hope there would be no delay in
seelng them published. .

Ahen embalmed Epyptian cadavers have been removed from

their sepulchres and transported elsewhere, it is extremely

difficult to determine thelr ages, i1f these aren't revealed

to us by their own inscriptions or by the names of the Princes

ruling ih thelr times, whose pames on rare occaclons are found

recorded elther on the cases or wrappings of the mummies, or

on the papyri and scarabs buried with them. (See the following

note b). However the external head-dress of the cadavers, the
form of the cases, and the more or less accurate method of the

painting can shed much light on these investigations. In




Ir the foutrth century of the Christian era, as we read

ip the 1ife of q38alnt Antonlo Abate, written by Sainrt

a——

starasius, the practice of embalming and wrapping the dead

st11l persisted. Even so, FI-domit-belleve- that-.any mummles
D ——

iated after _the-second century.are. knoun. I recoenize the

cause of this in the introduction of Christlanity into that
country, which,triumphing’over the anciént supercztitions,
-»adually caused the centurles-old method of preparing the
tombs which resulted from the cults to be abbandoned and
rardering superfluous the infinite pains to which they went in
sreserving cadavers.‘ Thus 1t should come as no surprilse that
ryptian monuments of that era are so rare today, while thore
of preceding ages are still being found in substantial rumbers,
since at that time fewer sepulchres, preservers of all things,

#ere being constructed.

b. page 6. The custom of decorating the sepulchres in-
ternally with painted figures was equally common to the arcient
peoples of Italy, but to the Etruscans particuvlarly, and thus
to their Roman disciples. The example of the famous sub-
terranean tombs of Corneto, the moét anclent yet known pre-
rared in that fashion by those peoples, will suffice. The
vases of terracotta wlth mystical,i1hlstoritalior-mythological
Tepresentations, covered with such beautiful varnishes and
With such zraceful filgures, which are fdund “freduently in

Italian and Greek tombs of the earliest times, are true
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paintings also; and in more than name only one can likewlse
consider the written and figured slabs of Fgyptian tombs as
the same thing. Of course it's true that men placed in the
csame conditions almost always do the same things.

But néither the Etruscans, nor the Greeks,nor the Romans
ever constructed their tombs with such dilligence, nor with
such great care as did the Egyptians 1n preparing their
underground sepulchres, now in the bowels of the mourtains,
now hiding them in the center of pyramids, or at the end of
deep, narrow shafts. It is to théir great caution that we owe
the marvellous preservation of many extremely fragile items
which, intended never to see the light, we recover from those
places af death today with great difficulty.

Among these sepolchral pleces two highly-prized mummies
in this royal collection merit particular attention. This
because they are perhaps unique so far in their genre since
they more than once bear on the Head weappings, on thelr cares,
or on their papyri the names, and thus the dates, of the first

Pharoahs of the eighteenth dyhasty. Thug there ls no doubt

that th z 7 before Christ, i.e.
Jiore than 3500 vears before our times, according to the

avthority of Manetone uwhase chronology, at least for that

epoch and for those following, has by now been fully confirmed

by contemporary monuments. One of those mummies is rich in

fine pictures and inscriptions and could itself serve as the

i
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subject of a fine volume, and if it had not recently suffered
greatly during its travels and in quarantine, it would even
vet be in.a state of perfect preservatlon.

And likéwise in this museum a smallish statue of wood
which bears along the base fhe name of the Queen lane-Atari,
wife of Eharoah Amenofils I, first of the aforesaid dynasty.
Thig statue is thus more ancient than the mummy mentioned
above; equally old is another statue carved in rock,or in
very fraglle calfareous tuff, representing the same king, as
is demonstrated by several inscriptions of his rame on 1it.
The same must be sald of é group of two seated figures, done
1n>p1ain sandstone?, that bears the seme date, without con-
sidering a great number of other 1é¢s@-fraglile pleces of the
came epoch, or of even remoter times. Thus Plato, filled as
we are with admiration contemplating the preservation of
the Egzyptilan:antiguities, and their invariable uniformity,
which he was able to examine on the spot for himself a century
before Egypt was sublected by the Persians, wrote, conforming
to the popular traditions and exagegerating in wonderment:

"Thus If you'll think about it, you'll see that in Teypt

those things which were sculpted or painted fully ten thousand

vears azo (T& XvpioTdy vog 7z)paﬂﬂéhx Xoi! Zermapkamalnost, o

to _speak,. are not of any creat antiguity; her

Dore not lesgs prized than thoge which are painted today--

but they are done in the same fashion." (Plato. Complete Works.

DeLezibus‘II. edition Blpont. vol. VIII. p. 65). I said




exaggerating because 1it's not to be belleved that this
ingenuous sum, even without the knowledge of the holy books
of Moses, could lend credibility to the Eeyptian priests?
fairy-tales concerning their claim for the highest antiguity
for thelr nation.

And elsewhere the same Plato, speaking of embalmed
corpses, remarks: "bodles dehydrated and embalmed after the man-
ner of the Egyptians preserve themselves almost in their en-
tirety for an incredible length of time." (Plato. De Anima,

Edition Lugd. 1568. page 341).

c. page 8. The leaves which make up the wreathks men-
tioned above are not all of the same quality. I have seen
some of a long and thin form like those of the marsh ,
which gave the braiés a spiked form; others made in imitation
6f themz bat with palm leaves made sharp by ccissors in their
fashion; and finolly others guite similar to lavrel frords,
All of these different leaves, at one of theri ends, are
folded back upon themselves ard then sewed one after another
on a =strip of palm by means of certaln thin rushes 1like thread,
and they're finally tied in a circle and placed within the
mummy cases, but not always around the head.

For the most part these rude ornaments are fourd 1in

womens! sarcophagal, both in those with the imace of the

erouching vulture /on thelir heads,\symbol of motherhooda and




those which do not. But I have also seen them in the cases
of male mummies: thus they were not the sien of virginity
ror of the lesser sex. I will leave to others the claria
ficatiqn of the meaning of mysterious wreaths made like these;
to me it will be suffielent to find evidence therein to at
least render doubtful the opinion of those who believe that
orly the Greeks had the custom of crowning theirv-dead, ard
never the Egyptians;. On the breast of one of these mummies
I have alse found a quantity of herbs, or:> flowers, pathered

ir a bouguet, which 1s now preserved in this royal muceum.

d. pare 8. This Greek manuscript on Egyptlan papvrus
~1s the most precious and Iinteresting of all those krown so
far of this type. Its state of preservation is perfect; its
writing clear and intelligible; its reading certain: 1t is
little less *than two meters long and approximately a third
of that distance high. Thus 1t‘1s much smaller than the
greatest Greek papyrus of the royal Parisian collection,
but it exceeds 1t ir 1ts good conditilon and in the importance
of its sublect. The text 1s divided into ten columns or
divisions which contain ir a1l three hundred and eleven lires,
each about .18 meter long, in which 1s detalled a complete
lezal suit brought in Thebes in the last year of the reisn
of Ptolomy Evergetes II. £117 B.C.) It seems from thie manu-
seript that the/evidence and provisions produced in this carce

were written in Egyptian; on this circumstance rests in part




the sentence the judge renders here: X&T AZyuw'r:tIocg d'uyypo\.:po\cs_‘
with the exceptlon of thelr translations in Gred(:xvrﬁmu¢u
CUpyPR Py A;‘y,mﬂwy’ which could not be admitted as legal
testimony in thre jYudggémant. I have already pointed out this
important particularity in the first part of this lecture:
it 1s useful here to note the document which btears witress
to 1t. We also have in this royal collection twelve other
Greek papyri which, though they don't equal the one already
mertioned elther in dimensions or in condition, still are
most precilous pileces themselves: almost all of them con-
taln contracts or'orations on the question posed in the suits
noted above; and they probably constituted part of the same
archive. We now Ampatlently awalt the illustration of all
of these papyrl by the esteemed accademiclan Sig. Professor
Peyron., In the meantime one may refer to the note he has

given on it in his: Sageio 41 studil sopra papiri, cédicl coftl

ec. Turin 1824, [Essay on Studies of Papyri, Coptic Codices, ect.)

e. page 10, It 1s really hard to believe that a writing
having nothing to do with relizior or tombs, bearing the date
117 EB.C., could be deposited in a mummy case from the times of
irajan, or of the Antonines. To explain this singular occur-
rence we must suppose elither that 1t was placed there for the
purpose of hiding it and of preserving it there as in an im-
penetrable archive, or that 1t was included as a substitute
for the prayer scroll usually placed in the case or among the

mummy ' s ‘wrappings out of plety. This second proposition




ig somewhat credifed by the observation that often, instead
of the prayer scrodls for the behalf of the deceased, others
have been found which were either devoid of any writing at
all, or were still blank in all the spaces intended for the
rame of the deceased, for which they were either specially pre-
pared or were bought already written at the offlces of the
amanuenses, as happered in effect. It may be deduced from
this that also 1in those practical religlons formality played
an important roll; and only in thls way canr one explailn the
occurrence in mummy cases of manuscripts having no relation
at all to religlon or to burial matters.

The Greek manuscript published by Schow, written in the
Ftolomele nome of Arsinolte, was found in a tomdb of Venfi,
enclosed with a large number of other papyri in a wooden
box. Thus it becomes probable that all or almost all of the
papyrl of thils royal museum which I have mentioned were found

in the same manner in a Theban tomb.

e. page 10. The plece mentioned here is the only‘ohne=
of'its‘kindfsb far-which 1s complete and well preserved. It
is composed of that wood sald to be of Meroe by Cavalier
Drovettl in the index to his collection: hard, very heavy,
capabtle of beilng polished, and of a red color tending to
Violet., = The anclent Fgyptilans probably bmought it from

Ethiopia or from some other cantral African country, and
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must have used it widely, if we are to judge from the
number of works of every type in it possessed by the roval
Torinese museum. None of these works appears‘to have been
completely colored or painted, as the mummy cases usually
were, since the ornamentation and the flgureswere made of
sycamore or of other softer, less dense woodﬂ. Bécause
the heavy wood took on a g2ood polish, all édd&tienal em-
bellishment was superfluous. It seems that the gsame dis-
tinctlion was made améng-works of basalt, granite, porphyry,
alabaster, and thelr other sculptures done in rougher,stone;
of a~coarser, softer nature,

The meter or royal cublit which we're dealing with here,
except for the part underneath, 1is completely covered with

hieroglvphics carved into the wood with mediocre effort.

,....._.‘

These contaln the usual funeral inscription: on behalf of
the late priest Amenemoph, a matredr-scribe, ir whose tomd

this precious article was found, contisuous with the ancient

tenfi, We can also distingulsh here two kinds of mensural !

[ﬁonthly] divisions maiked out with hieroglyphic numbers,

.

over each of which is shown the symbol of the Eoyptian
divinity which corresponded to it. Amonz these the symbol
of the sun occupies the first place, then Gom, etc.

But more Important, thls meter stick bears its own
date in the roysl inscription of the Pharoah Oro, elghth

king of the eighteenth dynasty, who began his reign over

43
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Zzypt 154 years before the great Ramesses or Sesostric.
Accordine to the computations of the historian Maretore,

(presso Eusebio. Mediol. Edition. 1818.) the reisn of this

congulstador began 1350 B.C., or, following other calcula-
tions based on the authority of the ancient astronomers, more
than a century before that time, i.e. 1473 years before Christ.
Thus our cubit measure 1s no less than 3,400 or more Years

old. This seems impossible at first sight, ‘eonsidering its
atate of preservatioﬁ, which 1is éﬂgh that one could -hendidw

agk for mex»e., or should we here bring up again, 1in opposi-
tion to the antiguity of this humble little meter stick,

the obJections which are raised every day corncerning the

age of statues and of other larger monuments; l.e. that they
could have beeg sculpted or ralsed in times much later than
those of the persons whose memory they honor. Yow, I sayv,

if such'a remote epoch cannot be assigned to a fragile plece
of wood, ithy, in the éame circumstances, shouldn't we admit the
antiquity ¢ many very sturdy monuments of granite, basalt,

and other such stones made to last a hundred centuries?

p. 47 is missing

. . Because the monuments of those first dynasties, as he
himself affirms (Cron. Buseb. c. 21. 1.), were all destroyed
Lof the HyKsec
in the nomadic invasion,phe Wasn't abte #0 pass down to us

anything but the §a1maeaou§Qhronicles of the priests and the




exazgerated popular traditlons about the antiquity of his
ration, in which, perhaps, he places no more falth himself
than Titus Livy did in the extraordinary origins of the

Roman people when he expounded them with great elegance,

and pointed out with admirable frankness that those facts were

rarrated by him: Poeticls magis decora fabulis quam incorrup-

tis rerum gestarum monumentis. . . Datur haec venla antigui-

tatli ut, miscendo humara divinis, primordia urbuim sugustiora

faciat, Liv. Dec. I. ¢. I. -

Eut on the other hand, I'm of the opinion that Manetone
should be considered as a truthful and diligent writer in
the higtories of the preceding ages, which he was able to
read and compare on contemporary monuments, not a few of
which are still in existence today, givirg support to the
falthfulness of his computations and his narrations. Among *
these the first place 1s held by the invaluable zeneological
table of King Sesostris, or rather of his forebear, RamesesII,
which exists even today among the ruins of the palace of
Abydos; the remains of anclent Thebes come later, and fir-
aily the monuments of the so-said eighteenth dynasty, and
of those following, which remains are so numerous in thisg

royal collection; and all of them support Manetone's gcood

credit,
. page. 10. Tho—guambibpofzalath uged bx-the-aayptians
in exbaluning their-dead  is herdiiba-be . ballexed, In-ons-of

the- mummies- unwrapped-two. years ago.in Papls by the celgbrated
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travell 6x-3ig.~-Cailliand there were fonnd IR0 rs.of. clqth,

out .in many- stripe--of-tworor three—tnoheg: Torinese - irn width,
and from 250 tg. 300 sguews metars of-obhens eloth, -which equal
fully- - 806-Farisiar sovare foet,

A..zood rumber. of these.sepulehral - -oloths are-of cotten,
but. the-sreaterpart-are-of Iiren andf\iar&:ouv*wemv ard
qualities, and-usually--extremel v -well preserved; we-have
some..of-thew din this museum thet are-1n-suoh- #ood condition
thét- ont y-witih-difPietlty camrthey-be- torn. Sometimes they
vere. hade-sposcifieally-for-embalming use; and-these were
made after the fashion of a btindfold, with vartous-widths
in the. same-lensth-so--that ther-could better adapt themselwves
to -the different partsofthe-body whiech they-had to cever.

shen--they. were - intended-te-serve as an- exterier covering
of ¥ mummies whilch had already been wrapped,-they were flrst
smeared with a chalk primer and ther painted by pemr with the
same..emblems which we.see.oh.-the cases-of the mummles them-
selves. Others were decorated with multi~colored fipures
and symbols by a peculiar technique which, upon examination,
reveals itself to have been nothlng but a wood stamp, which
We use to print our fabrics,also. There are some piéces of
cloth printed in this way in the royal collection, taken from
a very ancient mummy, on which are printed some of those
coarse palm decoratlons that even today are quite common in
the East for clothing. Thus herg we see the art of printing

cloth to be of a much more remote origin than one would believe.

el S oAy

[ VU




g. page 11. Also,during the éarliest times in Italy
the practiée of incoronating the dead beforé closing them
in the tomb was known. Raflecting on this, I can't recall
without a feeling of regret that golden wreath, of exquisite
workgmnanship, inscribed in the Oscan tongue Efrom the area
of Haples in pre-Homan times] which, having been uncovered

in a tomb in the Kingdom of lMaples, hardly had time to become

krown 1n Itely before itcwas carried off to Germany with many
other unigue articles which perhaps will never again see

thelr native land.

h., page. 13. 1Ir Egypt and in a great part of Asia this
bitumen anclently took the place of the pitech which northern
peoples extracted, as they still do today, from resinous

plarta, “With it the Egyptians coated everything that they

thought most important to preserve from air, humidity, and
insects., Thus the cloths which serve as coverings for papyri,
fax burial scarabs, gllt amulets, and many other things are
frequently found smeared with 1it, some examples of which are
contained in this royal collection.

The Judalc bitumen is a mineral that curdles over the
fife, but it doens't disslove in alcoheol.as do all of the
other resinous substances generally. This makes it very
hard to remove it from things which can't bear too much heat.
In such a case, however, sulphuric ether may be used, in which

cace 1t willl dissolve well, I = -
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The Egzyptlans used this material quite extensively in
the preparation of mummles, both in Injecting it warm into
the internal organs ard in tarring them externally, examples
of which I have had the opportunity to see many times.
Despite all of this Herodotus (1ib. II. no. 86.), describing
the methods with which he says cadavers were embalmed among
the Egyptiéns, makes no mention at all of this bitumen--
so useful and commonly used for that purpose. And neither
is it frue,as he maintains, that there are only three ways
of treating the mummies. There was much talk recently about
a very large mumﬁy brought to Farls by 3i¢. Cailliaud, in
which was found practically nothing except sawdust carefully
placed between 1its wrapplngs. And in thls museum there were
some in which the naked skeleton was.found.simply lyirg
immersed in the mud of the !'ile, and ther was wrapped with
much eloth in the usual way. There are others whose preparation
evidently included the use of great quantities of deliquescent
salts, because they become moist and flexible whenever they're
expoged to a damp climate, but when exposed to the sun, they
return to their ordinary hardness, as I have confirmed nmyself
many times by experimentation. It 1s probably from this thaf
the oplnion arises to the effect that embalmed FEpyptian
cadavers, even after an existence of twenty or thirty centuries
ard a sojourn of sgeveral years in our climate, are still sub-

Ject to putrefecation. There are many examples to the contrary




in almost all &dropean museums, but chiefly in our own;

these should reassure us agginst any such fears, regardless

of how the mummies happened to have been prepared at the be-

ginning., I myself can cite & personal example, that of a

mummy brogbht‘from Eeypt seventy years ago by the Abbot?

Giulio Cordero, my great-uncle, in his return from his

scholarly travels in the Levant and in Africa. This

mumny, thougzh no caution or care has ever beeh uséd in

treatinz it, has to date given ro sign of deterioration or

diysolution;

1. page 13. It seems certain that the stationary

state in which the arts of design, and especially fig<i- -

urative arts~ - among the Egyptlans, remained for the space

of approximately thirty benturies i1s the result,of; more

thén any other factor, thelr religious precepts, and of the

venerationA&gich they held their ancestorg. In no other
situation

way can one explain such a singular: A --rather such a man-

ifest contradiction among a people who were otherwlse so

brilliant. But the authority of Plato, a contemporary author,

who‘was in Eeypt four centuries before Christ, removes every

doubt on the matfer; ,nbte how that exalted philosopher ex-

ezpresses himself in hils second dlalogue on law, speaking of "

nusical matters, or rather of all the activities dependent on

the Muses for inspiration, and of the arts among the Egyptilans

Ir zeneral: "In Zeypt what and how these things must bel

hag been established by them in their sacred books; Thus
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reither the painters, nor the other artisans, either of
figuressor of any other work or artifice, were permitted to
introduce any new thing different from that which was already
established; nor was it allowable to imagine other things K
outside of that counftry; and the same sitnation persists
today, be 1t in these arts or in all of the other things
dependent on the Muses."(Plato Opera Omnla. vol. VIII. page
63. Bip. edition).

However, ‘in the course of examination,of the different
works of the Egybtlan artisans both of painting and of sculp-
ture, I have had fhe ﬁpportunity‘to make the following ob-
servations which don't seem to me completely unwarranted.

,l?t I have seen that in animal figures and in those other
areas not covered by thé rule of the law, or the force of
practice and custom, the Egyptians were accustomed to
showing themselves to be better masters than they commOhly
were in thelr human figures.

a4
2% mhat at times, when they have tried to represent

realit& in thelir statues, the heads were much more masterfully
done, the contours of the rest of the figure were much beauti-
ful than the normal works, ‘whichididnst usimlly break away

from that rigid and imperfect cdn¥entionalized style so familiar
to their sculptors. The colossal statue of King Meride which j#
makes such a nice exhibit by itself in this collection is the '
most beautiful model of this manner of modelling and sculpting

that I have ever seen.
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3?d But that when thelr task included departing from
those conventional forms and sketéhing:inte the human
figure nature in a;l of her truth, the Esyptians knew how
fo give a good account of themselves and demonstrate that
they too were competent in the exercise of those arts de-
pendent on design. A superlative example of this is in the

‘museum‘of our Lord, His Majesty the King--a seated image of
the great Sesostris, carved 1n grey granite which tends to
black, much larger than life, and bearing his rame and in-
scription. Thils image without doubt conforms to actuality,
to his faeldl-features, and to his kingly style of dress.

The head, the arms, the feet, and almost every other parti-

cular of the statue--notwithstanding the brittleness and j”
hardness of the stone--are executed with such a knowledge of ‘
aratomy, with such beautiful proportions of the parts, with {
such finlshed workgmanship, o close to a perfectlon of the f
art, and at the same time in a eamp}etely Feyptian style, }
that it 1s astounding that such a stupendous work could pre- ?.
cede the beginning of all civilization, and of Greek art, and y
antedate by almost three centuries the Trojan war. This mon- ;
ument, which can be regarded as the masterpiece of Egyptian
statuary to date, arrived from Egypt in fragments, the result"
of a fige's violence; and now Igive myself credit for having
restored 1t, almost to its ﬁrimal integrity, to the admiration
‘of the Erudites, and to the love of Lttadents of the fine arts,

that it may  forget 1ts ancient rmih: , _ if

.




And yet if one wanted to find some defect in this
stupendous statue, he could reprove the sculptor for having
elongated the phalanges of the fingers too much, and for
having situated the eyes, otherwise of perfect worksmanship,
a bit higher than it seems they should be. But we recognize
that thislbeculiarity 1s common, without distinction, to all
Egyptian statues, be they simply worked in a mannered style,
or according to the best rules of art. Could we not suppose
that this was in fact a true representation of nature as it
occurred then in that country?

"1 mnat in the practice of painting it seems that the

- Ezyptians never developed to the degree that they did in 1its

gleter arts; on the cortrary, one would say that they never

passed beyond infancy in the art. Towever 1t is difficult for

us to be able to render Judgement 6n”this at the present,

because the only paintinzs which have come down to us from the

Sgyptians are those of the tombs, which, rather than true
paintings, should be condidered more as accessories to the
sacred writings, and as purely mannered works, executed by
calligraphers or holy scrilbes raréer than by true painters-
artists, the existence of whomiga;gigi have been well demon-
strated'yet by any document, as far as I know. Nor will I
egree at all with Schow that his ﬁg’ngg Wm“‘ﬁ‘”g .
Belles pictor, %B-a_pathnter in the true sense of the wort,
who we see in the Borglan papyrus humbly occupying his days

W1tﬁpothing befter than digeine ditches in Egypt, mistaken




for one of the servants and for others of low condition.

Actually, if we had to judge Egyptian pzinting only en the
basls of the rigid flgures that appear on the urns of their
mummies, or on the burial tablets and boxes, we would have to
corclude that they had no knowledge of perspective, fore-
shorteﬁing, or chiaroscuro. Eowever we must proceed slowly
irn reachlng such a concluslon, because on the papyri of this
roval collection there are several examples of true pairtine, ™
in which the colors that shade off fade away and melt into
each other very gracefully. Thus we can reasonably suppose
that in this art too,‘when it was required by the job, thelr
knowled=ze and expertise would extend much beyond what is evident;
since 1t is so difficult to comprehend how a people who were
able to accomplish so many prodiguous works could, solely in
the art‘of paihting,/remaln in a state of low medilocrity,
stationary for twenty centuries and more.

of arc@itectonic sculpture and of decoration, on the
contrary, of plastic and metallurgical arts, besides =epulchral
monuments,"there are many works of every kind, i.e. amimal
fizures, embellished figures, arms, instruments, utersils, etec.,
whibch demonstrate well enough that in these arts much more
liberty remained to the artisans than in sculpture or paintine,
the former being frequently expressed 1n‘works intended for
domestic use, purposes completely independent of laws and

religion.
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" Also in the field of statuary, comparing it to the monu-
ments of differemt ages, one can distinguish dlearly by the
style the perlods of ereatness and those of decadence, accord-
ire to the prosperous or unfavorable conditions of the nation
as a whold. However nothing can be sald with certainty about
the value of Teypt!s earliest works, becaﬁse nore of them
have reached us. The most anclent Eeyptian sculptures krown
axhibit already all but the highest mastery to which that art
would ever be elevated along the banks of the ¥ile. 3Such
" is the statue of King Osimandla, one of the most beautiful
pieces in the royal 'colleetion. In this colossus, however,
the lower extremetles are not in proportlion with the rest of
the figure, as I have noted elsewhere. This error is not
‘to be attributed to ignofance of technique, which proves
itself so well in the rest of the work, but rather to the
harshness of the roeck, intolerant of the sculptor's chisel, S
and to an excessive fear of rendering the monument, 1ntended‘ g
for perpetuity, insufficiently sturdy and durable towérd the ?
bace, by'narréwing the 1egs further and detaching them completely i
from both of the obelisks, which would have been necesnafy in
order to reduce them to the proper measurements. In this I
believe I discern one of the characteristics df art which had
not yet reached its maturlty; I mean the lack of tﬁe necessary
daring in the execution of the details of large and unmanageable
works, which deficleéncy is'quite congruent with the antiqulty

of the monument. ‘ ;?
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The finest age of Egyptian art, and of sculpture in
particular, after the completed expulsion of the nomads
[Zyksosj, under the kings of the eighteenth and nineteerth

dyrasties. There is nothing more perfect, in this styie,

than the statue of Amenophls I, founder of the eighteenth,
and those of his successors Thutmose I, Thutmose II, Amero-
phis III, Oro etec., but above all the rest the image of the
~reat Sesostris mentioned above, all of which belore to thi=s
royal collection. The same may be sald of the suppoced Isis
of the Campidoglioc, which is probably the figure of an
Egjptian princess éf the same times.

After the barbaric devastatlons wrought in Eeypt by
command of Cambyses, under hils successors the zenlie of the
arts became disheartened, and not even the excellent examples
of the Greeks and Romans were ever able to restore him to his
proper humor.

Generally speaking the sculptures which have eome. tous from
those centuries of foreign domination, though they already
take after the Greek style someyhat, manifest on the contrary
the age of the decadence and corruption of the ancient
Ecyptlian style rather than %he epoch of its refinement and
perfection, as Winkelmann has led many to belleve.

Without speaking of many other monuments of this museum
which are also of that era, by means of which I could evaluate
and give‘authority to my opinion, I will submit by way of
exampie only our bilingual tablet that the degenerate Thebans,

at the time of the last Cleopatra and of her som Ptolomy

“-uwgnte ¢ place in their chief temple, thetonew




now called the temple of Karnak, to honor the memory of
one of thelr deserving maglistrates. Thus they availed
fhemselves of an anclent tablet already dédicated to the
principal divinities of the Thebans, Ammon and Mardu-Ri,
and already inscribed with great diligence durineg the finest
age of the art, ground off its surface, in the marner of
palimpsests, and for those flgures that didn't serve their
purposes and for the ancient hieroglyphic characters, the
traces of which can still be seen; they substituted other
inscriptions and other figures carved in the contemporary
stvle. The crudeness of these second incisions, ard the
rrecise style of the older ones, serve to illustrate the
different state of the arts in the two epochs.
This same pilece shows us agalin how in all ages and in
2ll places men have found 1t convenlent to satisfy their
reeds with the works of thelr predecessors. Thus the most
“ancient structures in Thebes, and the same great temple of Karank,
can be seen even today to be constructed with materials that
once constituted part of even more ancient edifices, antecedent
probably to the ruins of the Shepherd Kings [Hyksog]. Thus
the Romans beautified their city with obeliscks and other
monmuments from the more celebrated dynasties of ZFgypt, and with
the spoils of Greece and Asla. The great Constatine, in less
remote times, erected temples to the true God using the ruins

of gentile templésye~The Goths, and the early Italian arch-
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tects in building their plain edifices unied rné ather

marbles and colums than those of preceding ares; and even

we ourselves aren't averse at times to saving work ard mone&,
destro&ing the venerable remains of aﬁtiquity to employ them
in the miserable congstructions of our days. (¥ote: It hasn't
been too many years since there towered or the shores of

the Tyrhennian-Sea a stout, well-preserved little fortress,
erected in 1171 by the Consolil of the Town of Lucca--a very
rare model.of the military architecture of the times, T

saw it levelled to the ground, in the past days of disorder,

just for the stone with which 1t was constructed. Fortunately

I reached the cite in time to get the plans, which T count

a precious possession,)

k. page °66, ‘This recklace, while wvery precious, in
still one of the least beautiful examples we have in this mu=eum
of the Egyptlans'! excellence ir the art of makireg enamel and
colored glass. That people which, from the most remote timen
to its extinction appears to have made co 1ittle progrers in
the art of painting, that people 1tself brougcht much more thar
sheer ¢kill to the wklll to the working of glass anrd the
tinting éf it with many colors, sometimes blended, sometimes
varlegated, with such mastery to earn the envy of modern
artlisans, rich as they are in natural sclence and chemical
learning. All of the collections abound in such works, but

AdmosT conplele
none possenses, llke our own, afhieroglyphic burial inscription




" written on very hard African wood with mosaic work in relief,
nade with small pleces of enamel of all colors perfectly
inlaid, sometimes on aimihute scale. The carefulness and
fireneés of the workmanship, and the intensity of the colors
will stard éomparison Wwith the most beautiful ancient and
'modern.mosaics known.

Among the works 1ln glass of the museum especially
worthy of note are some small mirrors made of thin sheets
of crystal, coated on one side with a true metallic amaleam,
like we employ today. One of the mirrors, almost ac 1f it
wanted to testify and remove every doubt concerning its ori-
gin, 1s set in a disk which a small Eeyptian statue holds in
its hands.

Tne method of making mirrors like we use today was thue

krown to the anclients. PYor am I far frorm “elleving that the™

technigue was équaliy krnown ir Greece ard Italy; ard if the ;2
Ttruscans, the Greeks, and the Romane had had the clemate of N
tre Thebans, ard tombs built with the came care as the i
Tryptians', surely we would also have from those nationes many
such furﬁishiﬁgs, used throushout the ages, and by all classces
of people. ' ‘T;
The Zryptiarns were famlliar with the method of inlaying-gold
irto and binding i1t1fo other metals, as did the Italians in past
centufies and as is still precticed in the Zast., Nor did

they ignore the art of working coral, nor that of making




porcelain. An immense number of scarabs, 1dolrs, statues,

and other similar small articles, all covered in the most
beautiful enamels, some of which antedate the eighteenth
century, are made of this porcelain. They knew as well as we
do how *to paint flowers, figures, and other things in eramel
or metals and terracotta. And the varnishes, with which they
uged to enamel their stoves ard théir barial pottery, compare
favorably with thée best modern works &f this type. In this
collection we have a zood number of exhibits and examples of
all of these things, come of which bear dates of thirty or
thirty-five centuries égo.thus each imvestigator can verify

for himself whether or not they are as I have described them.

1. page 14.Concerning scarabs, thelr different clagelfi-
catlons, and the use for which they were probably made in

Erypt under the dominion of the pharoshs i.e. tosérve as money,

see my letter to Sig. Cavaller G.B., Vermiglioli, Profescor of
Qrcheolomy at the University of Perugla. Torino, the 151?h of

January 1825,

m. page 16.. In all the multitude of mummy sarcophagal
contained in this royal Egyptlan museum, there are only three
that I ¥now of which are exceptions to the rule I am present-

ing here, because recorded on them one reads not only the name

of the mother of the deceased, but also that of his father.
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One of these sarcophagal is the highly-prized coffin of
the royal scribé.Shebamone,’son of Thutmes and Seamone,
already mentioned in note b. another is the covéring of the
coffin of a priest of the temple of Ammon in Thebes; the
third is a huge basalt urn which, because of its amazine
state of preservation, its completeness, the rarity of the ctonre
and the precision of its inscriptions, is justly considered
orne of the flnest articles known in this genre. ZI¥s form
1g that common to HEeyptian mummies,and follows the contéunrs
of the human body. Its dimensions are the followinz} 2.39
meters long, or 7.2 Parisian feet:v.77 meters or 2.4 feet
wide; and 185 meters, or 2.9 feet deep [or hich) including
its cdvering; ‘The 1nscr1ption;.writtén in beautiful hieroclyphic
characters covering iﬁ prart the two faces of the urn, tell us
that a holy scribe was once laid there, and ?e.wﬁgf the great
temple of Buto, 1in:the clty named for that deity in lower
Egypt, also called Letopoll by the Greeks. The name of the
deceased, which one reads at the end of every perpendicular
line of the inscription, was Orsec.r That of his mother,
recorded on the left-hand side of the covering, was Ortaut,
dauzhter of Yetbuto; Aufre, that of the father, 1= on the right.
I am indebted to Sig. Champollion for the knowledge of these
names. This preclous plece was probably taken from the

anclient tombs of Menfi, near the city of Buto.




n.‘page 19. The authority of contemporaneous monuments
muet take precedence over that of later writers, and over
Diocdorus of 3icily himself, who noted that: "The Eepyptiane
considered only the father as the author of life, saving that

the mother administered nothing to her childrern but food and
<helter. NoSev 3 ouSEvec TRy YEVASEVTIOY Voullouo iy oud oy
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o. page 19 This manruscript, the i1llustration of which }
was published in Home in the vear 1787, was, thirty yvears
.az0, the only Zzyptian papyrus krown in Europe. (3ee ‘lchow Ch.
pap. borg. p. XXII.) Yow we count nearly two hundred of
every gize, writire style, and state of preservation in this :‘f
collectior alone. Thecze precious documents can be divided ﬁ7i
into various caterories accordines to lancusee and to the

different siens or characters with which they are written,

T™ere catexories reduce to the followine ten:

1. Purial papyri written in Esyptian with'hierovlvphic
fieure=s; thls catefory 1s the most numerous next to the
following.(ﬁo. ?); for the most part these manucscripts are <

parallel :
rolled ard theilr writing iz arrarged inAvertical columns.

2. Burial papyrl, gzernerally rolled like the preceding,
but written in hieratic characters--the same lancuage as in

the hieroglyphic papyri, but written in a different writing

éystem, with different, horizontal lines going from right to

left.
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These two categories belong zolely to religious and
cepolchral works, and, except for a few in the\followinq
catevorys g¢ontain rothing but prayers ard supplications
offered to the apirits on behalf of the dead, placed in ’ i
the tomb= or among the mummy wrappings; In trhe mogt ex-
*e:rivé the entire fureral ritual of the Escyptiars 1« found,
that 18y the set of the above-mentioned prayers, infinite in
rumber and variety, divided into three great parts. A=
far as I know, only two or three of therse great rolls have
teen brought to Europe yet, and they're all in this royval
collection (3ee note X). The cgreatest amons those which
are krown elsewhere 1= that of the Parisian mu<eum, already

published in the grreat Descrizione dell! Egitto which, thoush

it's about ter meters long, still only contains one cothplete
part out of thesthree which make up the ritual, plus a few
frasments of the other two principal divisions. All of the
other lesser rolls 1n these two categor1e9>which have been

examined to date likewilse contaln only more or less extensive

,‘HN-.-.,_,,v

gsegments of the same ritval, according to fheir size.' And
even though the prayers aré always the same in all of the

manuscripts, the various papyri remain precious and quite i
useful in the study of Egyptlan writing, because of the con-
tinual variations whigh they exhibit in their characters and

phraszes.
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The greater part of the papyri belonzing to the=se

two classifications are decorated with various scenes and
figures, éome painted in colors, others simply outlined.
But all of them invariably deal with the future events of
the 'dead, the pagsing of souls from this l1ife to the next,
or the divihities named in the paryers. These manuscripts,
both large and small, were sold already prepvared by the
priest-scribes or by the amanuenses. There remained nothing
‘for the buyer to do but to fi1ll in the name of the deceased
in the blank spaces, and it's not rare to see the name
forgotten and the épaces =till blank.

3. Yon-rolled papyri, pressed flat, written in fine
hieratlic characters and always distinguished by the name
of one or more of the sovereigrs of Egypt, which thus may
be labeled historical papyrl. Thils collection contains
about twenty of these rare and precious documents; nor am
I aware if others such aé these have been observed elsewhere. ﬁ
Since 1t seems that these prized manuscripts hawe no relation
at all to the dead, we may lmagine that origirally they were
part of a public or private archive, but that then, to better
take care of them or for some other unknown reason, they
were placed in the tombs. All of them are more or less
raggéd and in poor conditlon, because they were originally
folded rather than rolled, as was the general practice with

funeral papyri; and in general they continually present such




a great number of numeral figures, mostly written in red, the
recst of the writing being black, that they seem more to have
beer réristers or economicrledgers than official or royal
documents--fﬁey all contain the name fo one or more monarchs
of the elghteenth or nineteenth dynasties, princip&liy Meride
and Sesostris, with the years of their relgns and other
chronolorzical dates,

Among thece sheets theré’s one that completely unique,
though almost the half of it is missing and, the rest of it
it in bad shape. Upon 1t is drawn with the greatest care the
zeometrical plans of.a vast underground tomb little different,
ir form and in the arrangement of its cells and galleries,
from those subterranean tombs that we observe with wonder
at thelir fine preservation at a short distance from Thebes,
in the valley called the Valley of the Tombs of thé Kings.
After having carefullj compared thils diagram with those
roval sepolchres, which are drawn in the great Descrizione
dell’Egitto (Antig. vol. IT plates 77 and 79, and vol. III

the text on page 182 ff. gth

Edition), I have found that

it conforms to none of them. Only in a couple of pafté does

1t «eem to resemble somewhat the sepolchre that formerly

served as the tomb of Rameses I¥, called Melamone, next-to-the—
last King of the eighteenth dynasty and progenitor of the
frequently-mentioned Sesostris. This tomb is the fifth to

be encountered to the east in that hidedus;,narrow valley of most

noble memory.

But above all the oval urn, which in our papyrus is de- - |

. .

picted almost in the middle of the great room of that 1abyphﬂb %
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stained like red granite, appears completely similar to the
erormous sarcophagzus of that same monarch, which i= also
eranite and remains, nevertheless, 1& the central room of its
gepvlchre. Indeed the three figures. that.are seerm in the
éapyrus as being represerted on the lid of the urn, namely
the kinf in the form of Phtha-tocart between two tutelary
dieties, perhaps Meith and Ials, are the very =ame, as. Tir.
Champollion kindly assures me, that are carved .on the abtual
1id of the urn. The-lid was removed by thet disariesable
wanderer celzeni. and is-now conserved in the ec¢ity.of Cambridse,
a perennial testimory of thoushtless human rapacity. I

hope that studies of the many writings and numeral characters
trat accompany our deslzn anrd occupy as well a great part of
the reverse side of the papyrus . . .

(turn to rext pace)




wiiel will one day yield precious information concerning the
catacomb and the measurements by which the plan was drawn,
Hlere then 1s a true study of architecture, which must be accor-
ded an age of approximately 3,200 years. And yet I repeat to
those who find it hard to admit the amazing antiquity of
thinés Egyptian that this 1s no colossus of granite, ror a
statue of basalt, but rather an extremely thin sheet which
a 1ittle mater or an indiscriminate insect could have quickly
destroyed.

Uth Historical burial papyri in hleroglyphic characters.
I recognize no more than three of these characters so far in
this B. collection, and there are most unusual pleces few
sépb%eheré] everywhere. One of these 1s the great ritual
which I will speak of in the followlng note. The other is a
funeral manumcript of small dimensions, almost completely K
covered with figures, among which 1s the deceased in adoration
before Kihg Amenofis I, first of the previously-noted eight-
teenth dyrnasty. This great monarch, here sufficiently iden-
tified by his given mame and by the trappings with which he
is ornamented, sits in judgement over the Tartar in the place
of Osiris. Lastly, the third is distingulshed by two ereat
roval rines, in which we have the surname and given name of
the son of Sesostri, the seventh Rameses.

5th Burial papyfi with no writing, like the preceeding,

but covered solely with symbolic or religious scenes.




6th Papyrl in the Ezyptian tongue, as the preceedins, but -

written in common [vulgar) letters.
t
” h

from the tombs, but which are completely blank. In this

Rolled papyrl like the others, and like them taken

royal compartment there are many of them, one of which i=
quite large. |

gth Coptic papyri, which 1s to say written in the
Egyptlan language but with Greek characters. None of these
antedates the Christian era. |

9th Papyrl written in the Greek language.

The manuscripts of these last categories, with those of

the third, are valued the most highly, usually consaining agree-
ments between private persons, contracts of sale, receipts,
registers, historical records, and also debates; others are
wPitings of public or private administration, such as is the
Eorgién papyrus illustrated by Schow. And others are fragments
of literature, like that canto of the Il}iad found recently
by Signor Linant; and finally some are religious codices
written in the Coplic used by the ancient Christians in Feypt.
But unfortunately these‘are even rarer than the burddl papyri
are common. In all, without counting the previously mentioned
codices and a great number of fragments, there are few more
than thirty in this royal compartment, which even so 1is much

more amply endowed than any other.

i
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th Papyrli written to Egypt in foreign languages,

such as a small Phoenician manuscript of this same R. collection.
The ages of all of these documents are for the most part

uncertain, because those which contalin chronocloglcal dates,
prircipally among the burial rolls, are few in number. There E
is no doubt however that papyrus paper was used by the Egyptians

from the earliest times. Beslides the example already cited

from the papyri of the fourth category, we recelve complete

agssurance of the fact from another small roll in hieratic that i
has recently been found hanging from the neck of the mummy of
the royal scribe Shebamone, who,as indicated by the inscriptions
on the sarcophagas and on the scarab which lay on kis breast,
died in the reign of the fifth or sixth king of the elghteenth
_dynasfy (see note b.), that is, seventeen to eighteen centuries

before Christ. It seems to me that this example alone should

bte enough to correct, or explain, that obscure and ambiguous
phrase from Pliny which has caused some to believe that the
use of papyrus paper was not known in Egypt before the con-
quest of Alexander the Macedonian.
It 1s hard to say with confidence Just when the use of
parchment later completely supplanted in the West that of pap- ~'
yrus, whlch became extremely expensive because of the diffi-
culties of communication with an Egypt invaded by the Saracens.

It appeated to Schow that the memory of it had been completely
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lost by the tenth century (Ch. pap. borg. page XXI), but
there is no doubt that even in the Eastt 1t was already quite
rare several centurles earlier.

p. page 18. "Among the Egyptlans," writes Diodorus of

Sicily, "the priests have only one wife; the rest of the popu-

lace marry as many as they 1ike": Iumover 88 mop’ Alyvuriors of yiv

Igpels uioy, TV & MWV doxg v EXXETOS TpoxipAzan, Diod. Sic. Bibl.I.§ 8

q. page ?1. In Egpypt the common year began on the ?9th of
August. Thus, since the Emporer Hadrian ascended to the im-
pefial throne on the 11th of August, 117 A.D., the first year

of his reign ended with the 28th

of the same month of August,
and the following day of the same month and year began his
second year; then the third year had to have commenced the ?9th
of August, 118 A.D., in which year was born our Petemenofti,

who lived 1712 days 1n all, not counting the day of his death,

r. page ?2?. To the previously considered authority of
Diodorus of Sicily concerning the reforms the Egyptians made
in thelr calendar at varlous times, it won't be superfluous to
add the following, to better demonstrate how all of antiquity
is in agreement on this matter.

We have selected Herodotus. Bk. IT S.lh "The Egyptians
were the firét to discover the year, dividing it into twelve
parts; and they said they discovered it from the stars. And

they regulate themselves much more wisely than the Greeks, in




my opinion, in that the Greeks every third year insert the
41ntercalation. because of the gseasons; but the Egyptlans, with
twelve months of thirty days each, add five days to the total
each year, and as the cycle of season moves on, it returns to
the same point each year." Vulgarization of the excellent
Cavalier Andrea Mustoxidi.
And now from Strabo Geogr. Bk. XVII page 818, Thebani,

maxime sacerdotes, dicuntur esse astronoml et philosophl.

Forum est dies non ad lunae, sed ad solis cursum numerare,

duodecim triginta dierum mensibus adiiciunt, quot annis, dies

guinque. Cum vero'particula quaedam dlel excurrat ad totius

anni complementum, 1111 periodum tot annorum constituunt quot

particulae excurrentes diem conficiunt.

And elsewhere the same author writes that Eudosso fﬁudoxiuél?,
in Egypt with Plato, learned from the priests that in that place
they added: 7& EMITPELOVIA Tis nudpas xok g VUXTOS AP Zoils
vpaxooiong E8nxovea TEVTs NAEPXLS Els TRX Exvhdppory Tod Eviewaio

x96Vou.T%at is, Dleil ac noctis particulus supra CCCLXV dies

ad anni complementum recurrentes. (1. c¢. p.805.)

3t11l more clearly Macrobio expresses himsgf in his

Saturnall, Bk. I, chapter 15: Aegyptil menses tricenum dierum

omnes habent; eoque expllicitls duodeclim mensibus, 1d est CCCLX

diebus exactis, tumc inter augustum atque septembrem religuos

quingue dies anno suo reddunt, adnectentes, quarto gquogue anno

exacto, intercalarem gul ex gquadrantibus confit. Ita ut exitu
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annl quarti epagomenae sint dlerum sex post Augusti Caesaris

tempora.
The Esyptians attributed the invention of the method of

intercalation to their Thoth; the Romans to thelr Numa: this

king, writes Plutarch in his life: émiyeye EuGoAuuov
that 1s, he added the intercalatlon to every year in the month
of TFebruary. The Hebrews inserted entire months, that is,
seven months in the period of nineteen years. The Greeks!
practice has already been mentlioned in the above citation

from Herodotus.

s. page" 22. It'seems to me that to + i» this piteous apos-
trophe of the ancient Egyptlans corresponds very nicely that
which Virgll addresses to Aeneas in the eleventh beoK of
the Aenid v. 95, 98.

Substitit Aeneas, gemitugue haec addidit alto.

e« ¢« o« + o« o Balve aeternum mihi, maxime Palla,

Aeternumgue vale.

Another example of this same apostrophe or acclamation
&ﬁwz;, but quite different in its provenance, is carved on a
huge, anclent sarcophagas in the cathedral church of the city
of Tortona. That precious national monument 1s completely
covered with reliefs and fine figures divided into different
sectlons and accompanied by various apostrophes or sayings in
Greek. The sculptural style, and the form of the great structure

are quite similar to the Greek sarcophagal of the fourth and
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fifth centuries, of which there are a good number in the

church of Ravenna. And I bellieve that also the one at Tbr-‘
tona must certainly be attributed to those times; so much the
more because, as E. Q. Visconti (Mus. tome V. p.XI) has cor-
rectly observed, not before the third century did the tombs
bezin to employ sarcophagal of a size completely disproportion-
ate to the stature of the human body; and thls practice actually

&ié persistdin Ttaly for the rext two centuries.

t. page ?5, The number of the commemorative tablets or
sepdhhrél slabs, both in stone and wood, covered with in-
scriptions and with various filgures, in large part painted in
multiple colors, totals little more than two hundred in this
royal compartment of Egyptlan ltems; there are perhaps not
an equal number of them in all of the principal museums of
Burope taken togéther. The method in which they seem to have
been painted 1s generally by zum mixed with colors. There is
one, however, which was certainly done encaustically with wax,
which provides us with an indubitable proof of the antiquity
of this method of goloring. Not a few of these paintings are
historical monuments of great value because of the names of the
ancient kings of Egypt recorded there, which can shed much
1ight on the obscure events of that land. (See table [blaté]
III.) I shall never cease my efforts of making such a precdons

and new collection of public concern among us through drawings




and prints, which without doubt would redourd greatly to the
advantage of scholarship and not a little to the honor of our
country. Vot would this certainly be last among the memorable
deeds which History would remember in the paternal reign of

our august Lord King Carlo Felice.

u. page ?27. It is the qulite probable opinion of the

author of the great illustration of the Monumenti Etrucchi

[Etruscan Monumenté), the eminent Cavaller Francesco Inghirami,
that the ancient painted sepolchral vases, both Greek and
Italian, were deposited only in the tombs of those initiated
into the mysterles of Bacchus, or of other divinities, for the
reason that they are found only in a small number of the tombs,
although many do possess vases of very little worth. The
analogy which 1s drawn between those vases and the carved
gepalchral slabs of the Egyptlans, and their mutual allusion

to the passing of souls from this life to the next, and to the
future lot of man, could by chance glve birth to the doubt

that also in Zgypt some kind of initiation into the mysteries
of Osirls took place, and that those mystical paintings were
placed only in the tombs of the initiates, who are consequently
mentioned in the inscriptions and papyri as persons in éhe
service of, or belonging to, that diety. But to be able to
subseribe to this opinion it would be necessary to suppose that
also our young Petemenofl had already been initiated when he
died, that is, before the age of flve: a proposition that few

will readily believe.
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'x. page 28. It's difficult to overestimate how precious:

and valuable this immense roll might be. Untll now no other

has ever been krown that could compare with it in any way.

It containg the complete ritual of the Fgyptlans on behalf of

the dead, accompanied in its entire lenagth by carefully de-

lineated figures, corresponding to its,various subjects. It

is written in hieroglyphic characters of the finest form drawn
with such precision that one would think them printed. In

that ritual, or set of all the infinite burial prayers, every-

thing embraces the theology of Egyptlan polytheism, the expo-~

sition of which would reveal how erronedus and inexact are the

doctrines which the Greek writers have handed down to us on

this subject. Only SignorcChampollion the younger is pre-
gently far enough along 1n the study of anclent Egyptian
Writings to be prepared for this difficult and important work;

I ardently hope that he will have the time and coufage necessary
to undertake it.

The width of the roll is 1ittle more than thirty centi-

meters (seven Pledmontese units), which is roughly that of the

greater part of the manuscripts on papyrus; Wwut it is no less

than nineteen meters long, or approximately thirty.ceven

_Piledmontese feet, which 1s as much as to say almost twilce that

_of the longest Egypbian papyrus heretofore published. Its

writing is divided 1n vertical columns which extend from one

edge of the sheet to the other, each with a length of eighteen

!
!
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centimeters, and more, where there are no figures. To fur-
nish an idea of the width of each of the columns, and thus of
the proportions of the hieroglyphics, I'd say that ninety of
them are required to meke a meter.

But the manuscript has a greater metit which is without
parallel in hieroglyphic papyri, except for those few Jjust pre-
sented in note 0, that is that it bears its own date, which is
revealed by a royal given name, though a name not well known
at all because the proper name of the king who was anclently
designated by that gliven name has not been found yet on any
monument .- However, we are assured, by the bodyv of inscriptions
of the kings of Eeypt which are already known. that the great
roll could not héve been written earlier than the reign of the
first successors of Sesostri of the nineteenth dynasty not
later than Cambyses, first of the twenty-seventk dynasty, that

of the Persians. Thus the epoch of this ritual document must

‘fall between 500 B.C. and 1200 B.C., i.e. at least 2500 years

before the era in which we live. And yet, metwithstanding its
great- age;—this wast. thin sheet 1s5.st11l so complete and wekl-
preserved,. the celor of-the-ink-  so-fresh, whether. black or red,
that one would emsily mistake tt-for-a-work-of our times..

And here 1t seems to me opportune to point out to the
reader of these documents that none of the epochs which have
so far been assigned to Egyptian monuments, with the aid of

new discoveries in the means of interpretiang thelr inscrtptions,




none of these ages, I say, precedes the Christlian era by more
than twenty or twenty-two centuries at the most; and that it
has been shown by now that ancient Egyptian works of sure dates
earlier than those limits willl not be found, though that land
was really the first to give lmpetus to the arts, to cultivate
the sciences, to become a model of civilization for other peo-
ples. And thé antiquity of those monuments themselves, which
Unbelief, taklng advantage of the obscurity of their writines,
has frequently tried to exaggerate up until now in order to
attack the bases of Religion at thelr foundations, but which
is now reduced to its proper extent thanks to the progress in
these studies, now too t’urns'to render homage to the infalli-
bility of the holy books and contribute to the triumph of
Truth, the only worthy purpose of any doctrine.

y. page 2?9, This same sign, symbolic of the heavenly

the theology of the ancilent Zeypltans,

abode of Ahmonm,céalled Qph:incA also terminates the name of

a man which can be read with difficulty on the case of the

® frequently-cited mummy brought to Paris by Mssr. Callliaud.

4 Tis fact, together with the other, i.e. that in the facsimile
of the epitaph that has been published a small gap without

- letters can be seen between the supposed name of the mummy

and the conjunctive particle which follows it, these consider-

- atlons, I say, lead me to believe that the true name of the

% deceased was Petemonoph or Petemenofl instead of Petemenone,

8s the learned illustrater of the remains of the inscription

3 has thought.




z. page 34. Concerning the symbolie signs representing
the days and months in the Rieroglyphic inscriptions one can
consult bhe-fomeus-heeebtm—shone, published by the London
feyptian Society 1n 1te widely cited collectionc;fhieroglyphics
(table [or plate] 26. numbers 7, 9, 11, etc.),which is the

first bilingual monument krnown: that which, through compar-

isons among its different inseriptions, has finally rent the

vell which for many centuries shrouded the anclent writing of

the Egyptlans,and has provided the meang of assignine each

ronument its name or 1ts date with certainty, and of deter-

ninin, coByeet—I IS o T TR T rannted—antiquity.

One may also consult the only zood Egyptian book on

hieroglyphlics which has been preserved for us by the Greeks.
I refer to that work,so far much too little urderstood and

appreciated, which bears the name of Orapolline, Bk, I s.h.

«+ DPage 35, Thils is not the only example we have of such
an omission among the pleces in this royal muse.um. Without
' speaking of inscriptians in Coptie, I know of quite a few which
are certainly Egyptian, though written in Greek. Besides the

one already referred to on p. 24, where we read ‘+ENMUINGIIC,

MA; there is also the following carved on a small stone tablet:

LETEEYC AMMUNIOY. [+ NA s that is,"Peteeo son of

Ammonlo. in the year 51". And I could also present several

more 1f 1t were necessary.

— '} d2




To account for. such omissions it 1is necessary to suppose
either that those years referred to the age of the person
named &n the stones, or that the true wvalue [br meaning] of
tnose dates wasiotherwise manifested by the circumstances of

the place where these same inscriptlans were placed.

p_ page 38, Without having to visit all of the museums
of Europe, one can easily make the above-mentioned compari-
gong between the manuscripts of the various epochs of the
%eyptian monarchy using just the papyril contained in the
Torinese royal collection, though here, as everywhere else,
there are very few papyrl that dlisclose thelr age in =ome way.
For him who nevertheless wishes~to pursue such an examination
I will give an indicatlion as to those manuseripts which he |
can consult to this end, proceeding chronologically.

The first that should be examined is the roll in hiero-

2lyphic symbols in which King Amenofis I occuples the place
of Osiris, which I've already referred to in note o. '

?nd

Three hieratic manuscripts that belong to a mummy
which bears the date of the fifth or sixth reign of the
elghteenth dynasty, that 1s, approximately seventeen centuries-
before the Christian era, according to thq chronolosy of the
hstorlan Manetone (See note B.).

3rd

¥hich Sesostrl 1s mentioned several times, with ether-kings

Many historical papyri in hleratic characters in

of his dynasty. Without speaking of a great number of frag-

gents of other papyri of the same sort and the same epoch,




all preceeding the twentieth dynasty, and to be valued for
the line of the kings of Egypt, which 1is found traced out there
with Royal given names 1in the manner of the celebrated tablet
of Abydos. But since the number of these is very great, atgo
antedating saild tablet, I don't think that shew [ it} merits
any more trust than the most anclilent, legendary dynasties of
¥anetone.
4th A preclous complete ritual of the dead written in
hieroglyphic characters for the mummy of a man on which the
given name of a pharoah less ancient than Sesostri, but before
Cambyses, ls recorded, belonging probably to the twenty-second

dynasty (see rote s.),.
Sth Two demotic papyril contalning egood many receipts,

nade at different times during the long reign of Pharoah
Psammetico, the first of that name,

6th Four contracts wrftten, like the above, in demotic
characters under the domination of the Perslans, probably
during the reign of Darius the Great, son of Istaspe.

7th Various other contracts, also demotie, drawn up
during the Greek dynasty, two of which bear the date of the
fourth year of King Ftolemy Alexander II, and of Queen Berenice,
hls wife and sister, which date sheds much light on the history
of that still most obscure reign.

Sth Finally the two hieratlc manuscripts of the seventh
Year of the Emporer Hadrilan, formerly attached to the embalmed

corpse of our little child Petemenofi.

— &




From comparisons of all of these documents, which

encompass a span of no less than eighteen centuries, one will
——"

have occaslion to observe that Feyptilan writing systeme conserved

211 of thelr regularity and precigion as long as Egypt flour-

ished under her own monarchs: but that they began to deviatée

when the kingdom fell under foreign domination, declining more

and more untli) the spread of the Gospel,and Coptic writing,

caused them to be completely forgcotten.
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FOOTNOTES
"ote: All pages referred to 1in brackets refer to the original

Italian text.

1. ¥inckelmann. “toria dell'Arte. Vol. I, p. 717. Roman
Wdition. [p. 4, number 1.]

", Kirker. OQedyp. Aesyp. Vol III; synt. XIII; chapter 4;
v. 405, [p. 5, (1))

3, Revue Encicloped. Paris: 3eptember 1823. p. 770. [b. 5.(7ﬂ

4, Letronne. Observations sur un Zodlague Eeypt. p. 13.
faris: 1874, [b. 5,'(3)]

\
5.. #4hile at Lephordﬁ§§ order to verify the state of this memo-
rable or famous collection, I had the opportunity to closely

sxamine this rare monument and prepare it to be transported to
this Royal Museum. Because I wished to have the pleasure of
being the first to explalin it in some way and thus garner as

nch knowledse as anyone could hope to with regard to the double
ingeription, it was not taken from its place of safe-keeping or
lisplaved to the public until I had communicated these obser-
matlons to the scholarly Torinese archealogists in the acca-
lemic meeting last August 19. [ﬁp. 5 % 6, (4)]

5. ZHleroglyphics Collected by the Eeyptian Society. p. 35,
london: 1823. [p. 7, (1B

7. Journal der Savans. 3eptember 1822, lNotice sur le mo-
mserits grecs, ete. Mon. Saint-Martin. [ﬁ. 8, (1))

'f V. Descript de 1'Eeypte. VII, 269; Chapter IX, §. 6.
3. 10, (1)]




9. Letronne. p. 31. [b. 11, (1U

10; Recherches pour servir a lthistoire de Egypte, etec.

p. 345° [p° 12, (1)]

11, 3ee the epltath of Tphut. Discoveries in Hieroglyphilcal
‘Literature. p. 115, and here below on page ?71. [b. 16, (18

2, Ibid., p. 65-. ):p. 17, (1)J
3, Charta papiracea musei borgiani. p. 9, Rome: 1781. P. 17, (2) )
14, Letronne. p. 30. [b. 18, (1)] f-!"

15, Hieroelyphics Collected by the Eeypt Society. London: 1873,
. 19, (1)]

16, Jourral des Savan. April 138723, [b. 19, (?)J o
17, Letronne. p. 37. Eb. 20, (1)]

8. Ibid., pp. 30, 114. [p. 20, ()]

:w. (Creek-Inscription) [ip. ?1_993

Qw. (Greek Inscription): That 1s, the Eeyptians ucually gave

{ﬂmir abodes names connoting a temporary resting place, this s Cr
 because they would be inhabited for only a short time; but they ;‘tﬁ
z@ﬂled thelr sepulchers their eterrnal homes, because these were f:,f
Tm be thelr abodes in the world of the dead. For thils reason ?;eg
tlittle thought was given in constructing thelr earthly homes, el

ihm spared no ornamentation or amount of time in preparing
their tombs. Dlod. Sie. Book I, §. 51. ed. Bipont.[pp. 2,73

ggggxmagffﬁnnqggiLng‘tableau general, etec.
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?3. Hieroglyphics Collected by the Epgyptlan Societve-Letronne,
op. cit. Y?. 33, (13

2%, Horapolline. Hieroglyphica. book I; 6. 4, _(P. 33, (?ﬂ

25, Herodotus. Book II, number 4. [;.'33, (3)j

4 ;26. One sees in Vol. XXIX of the Remembrances of the Royal

Academy of Turin, page 83, the beautiful and scholarly disser-

tation of my colleague and professor of philosophy, Costanzo
Gazzera, concerning the historical monuments of th's Royval
fuseum which was read to thils =same academyv on May 6, 18°4,

[p- 35.)

4 f??. Yot many vears have pas since a small, vet strong and

1 well-képt fortress towered above the chore of the Tyrrheinian
i~8ea. T4 was raiced in 1171 by the consuls of the Municipality
i of Lucca%, and was a very rare model of the militaryv archi-
tecture of the tlmes. I have seen 1t thrown to the ground in
those days of disorder and be raised again of the stone with
;’which it was first constructed. By good fortune Ifarrived in

"~ time to relieve myself of the tears I hold so dear.l?.p. 56-573
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