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: .mclude the

orian’s Of
of the Dead

I. Facsimile No. 1

Such books, which were written to
assist in the safe passage of the dead
persons into the spirit world, were
¢ buried with Egyptian mum-
The writings on the recently
recovered fragments show that all of
these Book of the Dead papyri belonged
to the lady Taimin Mutninesikhonsu.
Thus, we probably now know the name
of the ff*male mumm» that was in
ST n and on whose
person it was reportcd the papyrus was
riginally found.
Fragments 10 and 11 are unclassi-
fied, unillustra atic texts, (Hier-
i shorthand version
of hierogly
Fragment 4 is called the “Framed
Trinity Papyrus” because this particu-
lar fragment had an old frame on it
when it was found in the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art in New York. It is
thought that the [ragment may have
been framed and displayed during the
Prophet Joseph Smith’s time, It is
labeled “Trinity” because such figures
as those shown in the upper left-
hand illustration are interpreted by
Egyptologists as representing the
Trinity. DL.G:
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anything,

ph Smith,
murdered
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¢, and pre-
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them hy
sheets of
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started at

Istorian’s Fragment

ten minutes after eight, rode till
twenty-two minutes after ten, when
they stopped at the west branch of
the Nodaway, with Ezra Chase; they
resumed their journev at half past
eleven and arrived at Pottawatomie
Indian village forty five minutes after
one pum.

“A Pottawatomie captain presented
two sheets of the Book of Abraham;
also a letter from their ‘Father’ Joseph
Smith, dated 1843, and a map of their
land by W. W. Phelps. .. ."

The location of these meetings was
in western Iowa, where the Saints were
establishing themselves at Council
Bluffs, Mount Pisgah, and other camps
in preparation for the winter of 1846,
previous to the general exodus to the
Rocky Mountains a year later. The
West Nodaway River generally ranges
45-55 miles east and southeast of
present-day Omaha, Nebraska. From
Church history, it appears that Brig-
ham Young was moving westward to-
ward Council Bluffs at the time.

This startling entry presents many
questions: 1) Were two different
presentations being made of the Book
of Abraham material, or is the second
reference supposed to be an amplifica-
tion of the First reference?

2) Are there two presentations. one
involving actual papyrus fragments,
the other invelving a presentation of
printed sheets from the Book of Abra-
ham printed in the Times and Seasons,
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6) Did some In-
iz while visiting
Joseph  Smith,
some  papers
and papyrus [rom
him, his office, or
buildings?
d the Baque-
call the men
: a leeling of
guﬂi?
Since the Indians
had a letter from the
Prophet, and appar-
ently were acquaint-
d  with  him, the
tting uch that it
certainly  possible
the Indians
acquired

d fragmen
But perh
i

estion is: If
presentation actually
did involyve  two
us fragments, is
newly named
Historian’s
one of
fragments?
if 0, where is
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VI The swallow

VII. Man with staff
wering into glory)

day of July, 1843, President
Joseph Smith and several ol
the Twelve met those chiefs
in the court-room, with about
twenty ol the elders, Ihe fol-
lowing is a synopsis of the
conversation which took place
as given by the interpreter:
The Indian orator arose and
asked the Prophet if the men
who were present were all his
friends. Answer—yes.

“He then said—We as
people have long been d
tressed and .
have been driven [rom our
lands many times. . . . We
have talked with 1111'- (.rc-.u
Spirit, and the G
has talked with us.
asked the Great Spmt to save
us and let us live; and the
Great Spirit has told us that
he had raised up a great
Prophet, chiel and friend, who
would do at good and
tell us what to do; and the

reat Spirit hax tald us that

1 are the man (pointing to
the Prophet Joseph). We have
now come a great way 1o see
vou, and hear your words,
and to have you to tell us
what to do. Our horses have
become poor traveling, and
we are hungry, We will now
wait and hear your word.
The Spirit of God rested upon
the Lamanites, especially the
orator. Joseph was much
affected and shed tears. He
arose and said unto them: ‘I

hm-v heard your words. They are true. The
Great Spirit has told you the truth. 1 am
your friend and brother, and I wish to do

at Spirit has given me a hook,
and told mt‘ that you will seon be blessec
again. at Spirit will soon begin to
talk \\il!l _\uu and your children. This is the
book which vour lathers made. I wrote upon
it [showing them the Book of Mormon].
This tells you what vou will have to do. |
now want you to begin to pray 1o the Great
Spirit. I want you to make peace with one
another, and do not kill any more Indians;
it is not me[ I)u ol kill w i

1 II will not he long belore the
rit will bless you, and you will
cultivate the earth and build good house
like white men. We will you someth
to eat and to take home with you.’

“When the prophet’s words were inter-
preted to the chiefs, they all said it was
good

the legr of the inte
an ox killed lor them, xuul
they were [furnished with
some more horses. . . . (Ital-
ics added.) friangle
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» Potawatami Indians and
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which featured Book of Abra-
ham [lacsimiles, or perhaps
some actual papyrus  frag-
oth. Thus, in addi-
sod and horses, the
may have wished to
Indians a personal
nething of value or
iquity to demonstrate
eotion and bond with
At any event, it seems
ser it was
the Indians gave to Br
ham Young in 846 was that
W they * had obtained
their 1843 Nauy
ith the Prophet Josept
It is certainly a most
1p- puzzle,




the staff
Era will
vith eager

s [ragment

anticipation to additional de-
velopments in this fascinating
story, and to the unfolding of
the meaning of the hiero-
glyphics and illustrations on
valuabhle manuseripts as

y are given by Dr. Nibley
in his articles, o
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