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Souvenirs from Lehi's

Jerusalem

About 25 miles southwest of Jerusalem there lay in Lehi's day the powerfully

fortified city of Lachish, the str

O
[43]

ngest place in Judah outside of Jerusalem
itself. Founded more than 3000 years before Christ, it came under Egyptian rule

the 14th century B.C., when its king was charged with conspiring with
newly-arrived Khabiri (Hebrews) against nis Egyptﬁan'master. A later king of
Lachish changed sides and fought against Joshua, when the Israelitas took the
city about 120 8.C. After that David or Solomon fortified it strongly. Down
through the years the Babylonian, Assyrian, Egyptian and Biblical records reflact
the strateqgic fmportance o7 the placs, which involved its rulers in a succession
of intrigues, betrayals, sieges and disastars that make its storv a typical
Palestinian idyil. Ifs fall in the days of Jeremiah is dramatically set forth in
a number of letters that were found there in 1935 and 1938 by the Sritish

T

Archaeclogist R. A. Starkey. nese original letters, actually written at the

time, wera turned up in the ruins of a guard-house that stood at the main gata

of the c¢ity, though two

O

T the 18 Tetters were found a foot bensath the paving

b 1

n front of it. The other 15 were piled together below a stone
gr

s

of the strest
bench against the east wall, which‘had collapsed when a
against the wall from the outsicde. hy a bonﬁrei you ask?

The fire was sat by thé soldiers of Nebuchad%ezzar because they wantad to
bringidown the wall.

They wanted to bring it down because it enclosed the gate to the city.

They had to take the city becauss it was the strongest fortress in Israe]

(o]

and controlled all of westarn Judah, and Tay astride the road to Egypt. Jeremian

the invaders. (Jer.34:7), and an ominous passage from Lachish Latter no. IV: 12-13

reports that the writer could no longer see th;msigna1-fires of Azekah--that means
T A {5 Lol T LAt 7 Phaty a3 1) D {
R TToe «wuz N h b &L‘M, baoiiah L § Socford Linad e, (437 2 R i)
Rt TN

m\’mr AN\A’ oA . 2 Lw& N Am de “Cmg w.m_; S ™ Mg?g""v«\b\bﬁ'@ ctncbian G A,

.



that Lachish itself was the Tast to go. So down came the guardhouse in flames.

The letters survived the heat because they were writtan on potsherds.

They were written on potsherds because the usual papyrus was unobtainable.
[t was unobtainable because the supply from Egqypt was cut off.

The supply was cut off becausa of the war.

The letters were in the guardhouse because they were being kent as evidence

- ..,.

in the pending trial of a military commander whose name was Hosha vaku

He was jeing court-marshalled because he was suspected of trezason.

He was suspected of treason because someone nad been reading top-sacrat
dispatches sant from the court at Jerusalem to the commander at lLachish, whosa
name was Yaush.

Hoshacyahu was a likely suspect because all the mail héd to pass through
his hands.

It had to pass through his hands because he was in command of a fortified

town on the road between Jerusalem and Lachish, probably Qiryat Ye'arim. His

=3

duty among other things was to forward the King's mail--not to read it.

lettars had been r

[$3]

That the confidentia ad was apoarent beczuse somebody

had tipped off a cartain prophet that he was in danger.

fle was in danger because the King's soldiers had been put on his trail.

\

They were on his tra11 because he was fTeein to tgypt

He was fleeing becausa ne was wanted by the police in Jerusé]em.

He was wanted by the police because he and other propnets were considerad
by the King's supportars to be subversives.

They were considered subversives because they ware opposing the of

policy and undarmining morale by their preaching. As Jeremiah puts it: The

sacrim--the important le-said unto the King: "We besssch thee, let this man

(8154810
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be out to death: for thus he weakenath the hands of the man of war that ramain
-
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in this city, and the nands of all the people, in spsaking such words unto

OO

them..." (Jer.38:4). As Lachish Letter No. VI,6 puts it: "...the words of

the (prophet) are not good {and liable) to loosen the hands..." As the Scok

3]

of Mormon puts it: ...and in that same year there came many prophets,

prophesying unto tne people that they must repent, or the great city of Jeru-

salem must be destroyed,” (I Ne.l:4)--disheartaning news, indeed.

The lLachish Lstters may be datad with considerable accuracy owing to the

discovery in 1935 of another layer of ashes beneath them to match the one in
which they ®ere found. The two layers represent the destructions of 597 (three
years after Lehi left) and the final burning in 588--the Letters come between
those two dates; comparison of names and potsherds shows that they werz all
written at the same time, "not long befor; the final destruction...in £388"

(p.68).

The prophet who was tipped off "was surely Uriah of Qir-yat-Ye'arim," ac-

cording to Troczynmer. Jeramiah tells us his story:

Jer. 26:20 And there was also a man...Urijah the son of Semaian
of Kirjathjerarim, who prophesied against this c¢ity and against
this land according to all the words of Jeremian. 21. And when
Jehoiakim the king...heard his words, the king sought to puf him
to death: but when Uriah heard it, he was afraid, and fled, and
went into Egypt. 22. And Jehoiakim the king sent men into Egypt,
Elnathan the son of Akhbor... 23. And they fetched forth Urian
out of tgypt, and odrought him unto Jehoiakim. ..who slew nim...

In Lachish Latter No. 3, lines 13-18 Hosha'vahu gays that it was reported to

han went down

o

him that "the commander of the army (Yi)khbaryahd the son of Elna
anecl ..fZ[u:/L Artdn wrtay 4.&/:«7 Mcj M wnd /ﬂ o
to Egypt" to fetch (1%gakhat) something, \narn;ng to the prophet,
/

of Aknbor was an important man, very much in on the action (Jer.25:12, 36:25,

\\

O

£1nathan son

26:22). What is the likelinood of another high military commander by the name

of Akhbar son of Elnathan being sent on an identical mission to Egypt? The

3

wn

3]
—b

Bible story and tne Lachish Lattars are full

(@]

7 such striking coincidencas,

—h

R.g., when Letter 1Y, 6-7 tells of a

=
o

an having the same peculiar name as Urian

: c . : - s . P
father, Shema~yahu going up Trom Urian's villd#8e to Jerusalem on urgent business

A7
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accompanied by the Chief inspector of military outposts. On what business?

) 1

t0 use nis influence with the king" in behalf of

LN

Perhaps, Torcziner suggasts
his son. (p.36).

[T Akhbor's name was got backwards by the scribe of Jeramiah, it would not
be nis only or even most serﬁous s1ip in the matter. He keaps assigning the
Uriah episode to the time of Jehoiakim (608-5%7) but scholars are notv agreed
on the evidence of Jer. 27:1-3, that the scribe has mistakenly out things in
the reign of Jehoiakim which rightfully belong to the reign of Zadekiah (n. 83).
Scribes do those things.

#

In Letter No. IV Hosha'vahu assuras his superior in Lachish that he has

carried out nis written orders to the Tettar--"According to whatever my lord

has sent, so nhas thy servant done," and furthermore "I have written down in the

feleth whatsver my lord has sent (=written) me." (IV:3-4). Plainly he copiad

-

it down for the official record. Though "the Bible throughout speaks of rolls

of writing," meaning papyrus or, morgugqggly,‘parchment rolls (p.16), Latter IV

specifically uses the rare word deleth for the form in which Hosh' yahu copied

~
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down or registered nis official correspondence. Torczyner assumed that deleth

i ]

must refer to a "papyrus shest," or

‘page” asking what alse would they writs on,
sinca a deleth is not a roll and is certainly not a potsherd. Tha answer is,

that they would write on a deleth, which is by all accounts, etymolical and
contextual, a tablet or plate of solid material, gp 30)

Even without the archasological situs, the s tt?ﬂg and situation in which
the letters were written could be determined by their style as well as their
content. Tney contain "9Q0 lines of clear writing, beautiful Janguage and nhighly
T

:

important contants" (p.13). ne language 1s pure Hebrew most closaly resembling
that of the Books of Jeremiah and of Kings (p.17). They show %o gveryona's sur-
prise that in 800 3.C. "writing was almost common knowledge, and not a secrat

)

art known only to a few." (p,153). Bu!

i

they also show that the Egyptians

Al



official recording throughout the Mear East. With the Kings who attacked
Jerusalem from the east at that time "every expedition has two scribes," writas
A. T. Olmstead, "the chief with nhis stylus and tablets, his assistant with a
papyrus roll or parchment and Egyptian pen. The assistant was nesded not so
much for his skillwith Egyptian writing materials, which had been introducad
quite recently in the time of Tiglath-Pileser III and which anyone could learn
to handle, but for the same reason "the court found it nescessary to possass

an Aramaic scribe," namely to deal with the Tanguagé? So substantial and wide-

P

spread was %he ESgyptian tradition of racord-keeping at the time. ‘lould the
King
Egyptian scribas of a Babylonian or Ssyrian /. amploy their skill to write in

P
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cuneiform or any other language but -oypcwan’A nough a wealth of cuneiform

writings on clay have been found in Egypt, cuneiform writings on papyrus arsa
not known in thes kast.

Even more than the language and style of the lettars, the proper names
they contain in abundance places them in 3 neat and na%row segment of the Lime-
spectrum. They are paculiar names, characteristic of just cne period in
Jewish history, and likewise peculiar to the B.M. First of all, however we
should take note of the most frequently occCurring name in the Latters, that of
Yaﬁsh, the high commander of Lachish, which Torczyner anglicizas as Jaush.

The name is not found in the Bible, but it is ‘o%ﬁd in the Book of Mormon,

where Josh is a high m111v$rv officer commanding? a force of 10,000 trocos

(Mor.6:14). MNeedless to say, critics of the Book of Mormon have made merry

in ¢iting it as another example of Smith's naive n?keed mentality--Josh indeed!
More important from the Book of Mormon point-of-view is the pegu]iar tvpe

of names turning up in the Lachish Letters. They ares characteristic of just

one period in the history of Judan, namely the days of Lani.
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among tha psople-that _thew must-repent-or-that-the-great cTty of Jerusa?em

mu;Ej?e\gestroyed." (1:4) This was_tha _very messages ("net

o,

"causad the nandg Sink_esven tha hands of (zhoSa.in) the city -and- the
X cayntry! acrmarding to fhe-kachish-Tattars, (VI 76-7)
e, T~
" A . "~ o e . - - o iy
The proser namesin the lachish-tettars—and-theSood 8% MOrmon atony o

On&:i%§7ﬂ§£PW“TET““é~4ﬁ_uﬁylﬁb_J¢3~Q“4thﬁ§"Saﬁﬂ-QQV‘OG/} Saven of the nine
o

oroper names in Letter Mo. [ end in -Yahu (Jehovah), and in all the latters

there are no Baal names and no E7 names--the lack of wnich was onca thought o
defect in the Book of Mormon. Most important Torczyner finds to
7 )
be "the spelling of the names compoundad with -iahj” the -Yahu-sndings also Jmet,

i

be 3 serious

¥
-

about a century later among the Jews in Zlaphantine, who wers"perhaos the

(&%
—

gscaendants of those Jew; who atiar the fall of the Judaean kingdom went down
to Egynt, taking with them the prophet Jarsmian.” (27) Hare we have another
control over the Lehl story. For the discovery of the E?ephantiné documants
in 1925 showed that calonies of Jews actually did flee to =he desart in the

mannar of Lahi, during his 1ifatime, and for the same rzasons; arriving in

of
o3
]
—
3
3
®
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ome Far up the Nile, they proczadad to build a renlica of Solemon's
emple, exactly as Lahi did upon landing in the New Weorld. B0th

. s G . ‘ . .
of these cddities, and espg&cal]‘ tha latter, were onca considerad damning

refutations ¢f the 3cck of Mormon. The -yahu and¥ngs of personal names abound

5
at Zlephantine, but in a more abbraviated form, -ian, than a2t Lachish (~yahu},§7
— b 0
@ hundrzd years earlier, 3Zoth forms are found in tha Book of Mormon, e.g.

13

the Lachish name Mattanvahu appears at Slephantine as Mtnﬁ)and in the Book of

Mormon both as Mathonihahn and Matheni. OF the two names in Lat=ar No. [ not

ending in -yahu, the cne Tb~Shim (which czyner randars Tobshillam) suggest
2cok oF Morman Snilem and Shelem, whila the other Hgb (7. Hagab) rasamblas

S8cck of Mormon Hagoth.



the names Amalickianh, Amaleki and Amlici, Cf. £leghantine MLKih. (24) The
Assyrian inscriptions show that the final "h" was dropped in the Hebraw spelling
aftar L2hi left, when the Jews "lost their pronunciation of the consonant "H"
under tha influenca of tha 3abylonian language." (2%)

Mors significant ar¥ the indications that the -Yahu names ars "cartainly a
token of a changed inner-Judasan relationship to Yahwh. Such reformations,
Torczyner suggasts, "in som2 way parallel . . the first reformation oy Meses';
what we nave in the praedominance of Yahu names raflacts "“the act of general reforma-

t
tion inaugura gd by King Jesiah  (Yeoshiahu) (2 Kings 22:23)." (29) Anather
intaresting coincidenca: A Book of Mormon king 430 years aftar Lshi undertook a
general raformation oF the national constitution and ravival of the raligious 1i¥z
of the paople. He and nis brothers had besn stringently trainad by their father,
King 8enjamin, "in all the language of nis fathers that thersby they mignt bacome
men of undersianding,” familiar with tha writings of the ancient provnhets and also
"eoncarning tha racords which wars engraven on the nla of brass,” without which
records, he fails tham, aven cur fathers would have dwindled in unbelief. . !
“And now my sons I would that ye should remember t9 sezarch tham diligently that
ye may profit thara_dy . "eatz. (Mosiah 1) Fittingly, this king named h
aldest son, the great reforming king, Mesiah, suggesting both tha early reform of

ES

Mosas and jts later

"
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a coincidenca wara 1% not hat

fully accounts for zhe
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such a nota the 3cok of Mormon opens: " . . . and in that same year there

came many prophets, prophasying unts the peopla that they must repent, or the
great city of Jerusalem must be destroyed.” (1:4) The identity of all but two
of these prophets nas now been lost, but itiis clear from both the Lachish
attars and the 200k of Mormon that thers wers morz of them. "It must certainly
by admittad," writas Torczyner, that thers was ﬁcre than one prophet at this

time." (83) The cantral figurs is of course Jersmiah, but it is enly by

chance that we Know even about him, for he is not aven mantionad in tha Sooxk

of Kings--it 13 the prophetass Huldah, "an otherwise quites unknown figure,”

whom Josiah cansu?*‘. (7)) Jeremian in turn nappens to mention the prophet
Uriah "in only a faw passages”, and his name furns up ncwhere‘eisa, though
Urian's "raligious influanca must have baen of great axtant and long standingl”
(70) Uriah “"prophesisd against this c¢ity according to the words of Jeramiah.
(Jer. 28:4) The words of such propnets wara dangercusly undermining morale

both of the military znd the psopla. Lachish Letter VI, 5-§: "Behold the words
of the . . . arernot good, to weakan the hands . . . thé% hands of tha country
and the city." (84) Thi$ passage is citad intact oy Jersmiah 38:4.

And so to the 3ock of Mormon. Lahi was one oF thosa distressed and dis-

couraged hy %the preaching of the "many prophets." As nhe went forth,” apparzsntly
on a business Journay, for ha was a rich merchant, he "Prayed unio the

Lord, yea svan with all nis rca,b, in behal? of hiks pegple.” (1:3) In

renly to his grayer he raczived a vision which sent Aim out to join the

orophets: “And my Tatker . . . went torth among the people, and began to

prophesy and to daclaraz unto them. . . ." (1:18) He indeed was tesaching "in

the spirit of Jeremiah,” for Nephi explicitly links him to the prophet's
yicissitudes: " . . , for benold thay have rejaciad the prophets, and Jeramian
have they cast into prison., And they have scught to tzke away the 1i7e of my

father, inscmuch that they have driven him out gf the Tand." (7 Me. 7:14)

v o



orczyner suggests that Uriah "may have hidden in the hills of westarn Judah
for a long time” (70), and we find Lahi doing the same thing. Indeed, as
Torczyner points out, what we ars dealing with hers is a type of thing,
Urian's story being %0ld "only as parallel to Jersmiah'smot less dangerous
posttion . . . " (83) To their number we may add Lani, whose story has avary

mark of authenticity.
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As the Bcck of Mormon Teads us into a world of Rekhabitas and sectaries
o7 the desart so the Lachish Lettars give us "for the first time . . . authentic

and intimate reports from Jews faithfully following their God (and) atout their

inner “071v7C31 and reiigicus struggle. . . ." Taorczyner seaes in the -~Yahu

names a sure indication of “a loyal raformist facticn which included even the
highest military officar -7 Ya-ysh and his men ire the propnet's Follcwers

(88) aven though thay are necassarily the king's daftanders. e see Uriah hiding
out in the hills ™wnera he had friends and foll a"s, for a long time." (70)
The 0ead Sea Scrolls nave put Flesh on those sectarﬁ»n bones showing nhow Trom

ha earlisst times communities of the Faithiul would withdraw from Jerusalem

w

ta bide their time in the wilderness. Lszhi's activities wers not conftined o
the city, he was in the desert when ne rescaived the manifastation that sent

nim hurrying back %o his house in Jerusalam, from which later he "went forth
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from among the people” as a prophet. (1:18) Badly rsceived, ne was warned
in a dream that his life was in danger (2:1) and orderad to go inta the

wildarness and leave all his worldly things benind. (2:2) [t was the idea

(51

benind the Rekhahitas (Jer. 38) and the people of Qumran: Nephi, inviting a

new recruit to come and “hava placs with us,” points out to him that only so

could he "be a frwaman 1ika unto us,” and that to "go down into the wilderness”
was the only way %o "be diligent in keeping the commandments of the Lord "

(1 Ne. 4:33-34) Sc Zoram cduly takas an cath and joins the picus company. (4:38)

One important aspact of Lani's account has surfacad very recantly in the
1ight of what Xlaus Koch calls the radiscovery of Apccalyaotic. It seems that
almost every ancient patriarch, propnat and apostle is creditad with having

—n

left benind a "Tes=zament” or "Apccalypse” bearing his name. Some of these
stories ara very aold, and 2 consistant patiern emarges from the telling of
them, widaly scattered though they ara in spaca and time. Briefly summed up,
the general plet is this: a rightaous man, soraly distressed by the depravity
of the world or of Israel, prays farvidly for lignt and knowladge, and in due
zime recsives a divine manifastation, when a heavenly messanger comes to taach

him and takes nhim on a calestial Jjournsy, <¢limaxing fma theconanv, attar which

SN ET

~

ne raturns %o earth and reports his experience to family and friends--oftan

this is just before he diss, bestowing a patriarchgl blessing upon his sons.

Oftan alsc he goaes forth o preach %o the people, %ho raject nis message wit!

“H

scorn, whersupon ne degarts into the wilderness, with his faithful followers

-

ntative order of things in the dasart, a

[

to astablish a more rightsous iF &
sort of “church of anticipation.' A1l of which things Leni also does in due

and proper grder; the first part of Hephi's writing, he says, i3 but an

-t

abridgement of his father's record, which may properiy be called the Testament

or Apocaiypnsa of Lani.



Thay arz especially disgruntled at having to defar %0 a quality in their father
for which the.lLachish Lattars have a particular exprassion, characiearizing the

man of prophetic calling as ha-pigas n, wnich Taorczyner finds to mean "tha

open-ayad or visionary man," (33) "the seer”, "the man whosa eyas God nas opensd

fedodhY

[ . 1 v o 1 N - - >;“)-"
to sea”, (83) i.a. things that other people do not sae. For the. followers of a pro-

praise; for his critics a label of derision:

-

péeﬁ,mhe term was the highest o

. . . they did murmur in many things zgainst ;uewr fathar, because
ne was a visionary man, and had led them out of the land of
Jerusalem, o leave the land of their inheritancs, and their gold,
and their s'?var and their pracious things. And this they said

he had dope because of the:foolish imacinaticns of his heart. (2:17)

They make fun of their father for being a piggean, a "visicnary man." Torczyner

axplains thq tne instanca in 2 Kings 6:20, whers E£1isha
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asks thz Lord to cpen thas syes oF cartain ordinary men so thay could s

Y
~

p

realities, horsas and chariots, wnich otherwise only he could ssze. In the
same way tha uncocperative brothers of Neohi niding cut with him in a cave

in the Judaean wilderness nad their syes opened so thay could sa2e "an angel of
the Lord" whiie he was r=primanding them. (1 Ne. 3:29, 7:10)

[f the Lachish Latiars reflect "the mind, the sirugglss, sorrows, and

“h

selings of ancient Judah in the last days of the Kingdom" (18}, so to an aven

greatar exftant does the Rook of Nephi, whera families split along political
lines in a tragic convlict olioyaT tfes., And i¥ thg situaticn of Uriah

[
parallels t of Jaremiah, as Torczyner points out, even morz closelr does it

parallel that of Lani wnen we learn from the Latiars of "a warning from the
prophet o cone of his friends, who is apparsntly in the same danger as he,

nimsalf. t is, therefore, a prophet flesing from nhis home and his friands,

a3 prophet wantad by the 11t1u2rj authoritias." (84

Lomclia S meanty abl .
The zﬁﬁfﬁﬁwﬁww¢@ﬁﬂ$“ of the Lattars is

’

Ly
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nigh military officsr suspectad

~

[or]

by cne party of traachery o the king in aiding the prophet, and by the other

it
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of betraying the prophet by ravealing the contants of his warning lettar to
the king. (113) Uikewise nhis superior officar Yaush, who has heen ordarad t9
i

investigate nim "appears to be on the best of tarms with the king. But still

both men respact the propnet and helieve in him in spite of the king's attituds
towards him, and their nhearts ache that thay snoqu be responsible for nis
destruction." (113) The same tragic confusion as in tha Lahi story. This is
borne out in the ralationship of the actors in both dramas to the Egyptians.
Tnhough Leni supports the anti-Zgyptian parity, his sons have Egyptian names and
Egqyptian aducaiions and thay kean thsir racords afiter the Egyptian manner.
Morsover, the party Tlees teward Zgyptian farritaory. The same anemaly confronts

us in the Lachish Lattars, which t21] of

o

carizin general sent down to Egypt

to fatch a prophet back to Jerusalem for axecution. (83) But why on earth,

Ha
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grczynar, would the good man fle2 to Egyet of a1l placas, when his crime
was supporting Jeramiah in calling "for peaca with Babylenia?" Cur informan:

™

Ted towards Egypt instead of Babylonia,

-ty

finds "this astonishing fact" that nhe

As the madn actars in the Lach
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re nigh mititary officars, so
30 in the 300k o% Mormpn the kay figure in the Jerusalem episcde is another
high military officer. This was Laban, whose official psosition ressmbles that
of Yaush in Lachish vary cToséTy. "Thus Yaush ﬂus% be the military governcr
of Lachish . . . this grzatass fortrass of Judahn .w. (87 LL 4y along wiz
that " . . . ‘lLord Yaush' may nave been Governor of the city, whose archivas
would probably have teen housad in the ragien of‘.”e palaca~fort or kesn, or

parhaps ne was cnly the sanior military officar.” (12) A1l of which applies

with equal forcs ¢
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whe commands fifty”, in his garriscn {1 Ne. 3:21) and "his %t2ns of thousands®
in the field." (4:1) %Where {3 the king in a1l =his? In both stories ne

appears as a rather weak characiar in the nackground. As Tor Yaush "the king
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destroy us.® (4:33) Even so we sae in the Lachish Lettars “a prophet fleeing
from his home and friends, a prophet wantad by the military authorities.”

(LL 84) Zoram was carried aleng by force, but was persuaded that it was in

nis cwn intarest to join a pious ascape-troup in the desert, and duly
axchanged caths with nis captors, nis conscisnce n 0* overly bothered by tha

, . and awidad , _ ,
changes of sidas: displaying the same heswtantAsp1r1t as the various partisans

in the Lachish Lattars, The military correspondence of the Lachish Latlars
with its grim suspicions of disloyalty and double-d23lipg, ferviddenials,
charges, invas#gations, and rsports, raminds one of the much latar Bar Kokhba
Tettars (discoverad in 1968), which in turn presant truly asggnishing sarallels
to. some of the m111»3”y carrasnendance in the 8cok of Mormcn;: .

One paculiar situation in the Lachish Lattars casts a good deal of light
on an equally paculiar and highly significant episode in the Book of Mormon,
"The prophet’'s warning lettar . . . could have been sent while the prophet was
sti11 near fis home town, ”rough a little boy, most suitad as an unsuspectad

1
H

massengar,™ in view of the fact that little boys performad such offices in the

time of David (2 Sam. 15:38; 17:17-21), and that "such small boys are usad

3]
3]

also taday in Palestine, often for quita respensible missions. . . ." (83)

~.

What sugges®s the idea to Torczyner is the mention of one "Medabyahu the NKD of
the King” who deliverad a letgar from the prophet gp one SHLM warning nim of
the danger he was in (LL IIT, 19-21) What, ths ki ng s own grandson bearing
lettars for the propghet? Thera is a Nedabian, grandson of King Jenofakim in

I Chron. 3:18, and Torczynar finds it "Possidble and even probable” that he is
the very one named hera, The exact meaning of NKD is "unfortunately . . . not
definitaly astablished” so né* the king referred to may be "either Jehoiakim

. . . or, lass likely, Jdaconiah, or Zadekiah.. . ." (81) It is not a diract

line of descant, Jeconian being not the father but the nashew of Zedekiah; but

3:



sinca most schelars maintain, along with the LXX, that NKD simply means

n

offspring or dascandant, "t would be quits possible . . . to call somebody the
'grandson' [HKD] of his grandfather's brother” i,a. in this casae of Zadekian.
", . . the Hebrew necednh may cartainly bé usaq at least for grandnsohnew

as well as for grandson.” (§1) This Nedebian, whosa %itle "may equally well
maan the grandson of Jehoiakim as the grandnephew of Zadekiah," was quita young,
"one would prafer the age of 10-13 to that of 5 years" (83), carrying dangerous
let*ars oatwaen the towns and camps for the prophet's people. Since he was

carrying let*sars of warning to people rsady to decampa to save their lives

at a momant's notica, ha couid suraly count on escaping with them. When news

1

reached them that thes royal fma Ty would be wipad out only cne coursza of action
was open to the child (as survivor) and his friends. Where would they go?
Torczynaer suggests “the data of 590—;88’” for this episodes., According to the
8ook of Mormen, 11 years aftar Leni left Jerusalam, i.s. in 389, a cocmpany
escaped from tha land of Jerusalem bearing with them the youngast son of
y member of the fami?y‘not put to death wnen Jerusalem was
dascandants of thasa people, arrived in the New World, the
Mennites learned that Jerusalem actually did fall as prophesied: " . . . will
ye disputa that Jarusalem was cestroyed? Will ye say that the sons of Zadekian
were not slain all excapt it were Mulek? Yea, do ye not behold that the seed
i

of Zadekiah ars with us, and that they wers ¢riveniout of the land of Jerusalem?"
(Hel. 8:21). 3By an interes ing coincidence the LAX translatas the word MKD by
which Madabyahu is designated in Hebrew, simply as "seed" (81), as apparantly
does tha Bock of Mormon: “the ssed of Zadekian®., The land north wnere they
etrlad in the New World "was called Mulek which was attar the son of Zadekiah,
for the Lord did bring Mulek into the land north. . . " (Hel. 3:10) Mownheraz
are-we tld zhat Mulek was tha leadar of the company, and indeed at his age

#

R
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that would be unthinkable., B3ut as the sole survivor of the royal family and

3

heir presumptive to the throne ha was ceriainly the most important person In

the company, a sourc2 of lagitimats pride to the group. The name talls

b

everything--"Mulek" is not found anywhers in the 3ible, but any studsnt of

IS

Semitic languages will instantly recognize it as the best-xnown form of
diminutive or caritative, a tarm of affection and endearment meaning "1ittle

Xing." What could they call ths uncrowned child, last of nis line, but their

Little King? And what could they call themsalves but Mulekiyah or Mulekitas?

g Ve



ii., Christ Amonag the Ruins

The great boldness and originality of writings attributad to Joseph Smith
ara displayed in their full scope and splendcr in the accoun;,contained in

what is called the Book of Third Nephi in the 800k of Mormon, of how the Lord
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project mors dangerous o 1ife and 1imb or perilous to thes soul than that of
authoring and recommending to the Christian world as holy scrinture writings
ourporting to contain an accurate account of the deeds of the Lord among men
after his resurrection, including lengthy transcripts of the very waords he
spoke. MNothing short of absoluta intagrity could stand up to the consaquences

of such daring in the 19th=Cantury America. We know exactly how his neighbors

reactad to th

D
(]

lafms of Joseph Smith, and it was not with the complacant or
sympathetic toleranca of "Yorkers” to whom such things were sveryday experisnce:
nothing could equal their indignation and rage.

And yet the particular part of the Bockof Mormon to which we refer, the
post-rasurrectional mission 5f Christ in the New Nngd, has nct been singled
out for condemnation; it has in fact met with surp;isingly 1ittle criticism--
WKny is that? Experiences has shown, for cne thing, that the tone and content
of this parﬁicuiar history are so alevatad and pfofoundiy sincars as to

silence and abash the would-be critic. When the austere Dean of the Harvard

[£4]

Divinity School can take Third Nephi seriously as a religious outpouring, who
can laugh at it? Mors to the point, the story of Christ's ministry among men

17
J'F
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during the 40 days following his return from the tomd is one to which the
Churchmen have always given a wide berth, frankly disapproving of the crass
litaralism of Luke's almost c¢linical accounts., What can cne say about events
for which, as one scholar puts it, "no meiaphysica? ar psychological axplana-
tion can he given?" lhat controls does one have for tasting matters that lie
totally beyond our experience?

Of recant years the discovery .. re-discovery of a wealth of very early
Christian writings suggests at least one type of control over the 11lusive
history of th@_Fortz Days. For with surprising frequency the c¢ldest of these
tax®ts purport to contain "The Secret Teachings of our Lord to His Discipies”
after Nis return from the dead, or titles to that effect., Sinca this is the
theme of the history in Third Nephi, ordinary curiosity prompts us to ask how
that document comparss with the angiént ones in form and content. That
question in turn waits on the prior necessity of comparing the older writings
with each other to sez whether, taken all together, they tall anything like a
consistant story. 'When this writer brought a number of the "Forty Day" texts
together some y=2ars ago (the amount of available mataerial has grown consider-
ably since then) it Secame at once apparent that they do nave cartain themes
and enisodes in ccmmon.i At that time nothing could have been farther from
this person's mind than the @ook of Mormon, and Lhs iT we set those Tindings

; 3
over against the lony account of Nephi the latter Takes its placs in the
bona fide apacalyptic library so =asily and naturally that with the title
ramoved any scholar would be hard put to it to detact its irregular origin.

hat 15 only our opinion, but fortunately Books of Mormon are not hard to come.
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by in our society, &g the reader is to control the whole thing for nim-

salf, Permit me to run down the Tist o

~h
(9]
[&
O
3
—t
(D
o)
ot
o
-3
(Y
(%)
e
>3
or
>
i)
-1
O
3
b
~
]
[
Qi
<

(‘f

writings in the ordar in which we prasentad them in the article raferrsd to.
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dened, dampened by the forthright declaration that the

with wnich the varicus writings wers

First we noted that the large literature of the Forty-Day Mission of

-~

the Lord was early lost from sight by the Christian world because it was
never very popular, and that for i numter of rzasons. In almost all the
accounts, for example, the Apostles, who are about to go forth and establish
the church throughout the wor?d, “anxiously ask the Lord what the future of
that church is to be, and are given a surprisingly cessimistic answer: the
Church will fall prey to the machinations of evil and aftar two generations
will pass away. "The Apostles protast, as we do today: 1Is this a time for
speaking of dgath and disaster? . . . But Jesus remains unyielding." A

strangely negative message for the Church, understandably unacceptable o the

conventional Christianity of latar times. One would hardly expect such a
thing in the Book of Mormon, hut there it is, the same paradox: *the glad

message of the resurrection and the' glorious unifying of the Saints is sad-

'

O

hurch is only to

survive for a limited time. To speak of the world in negative tarms is

permissable--but the Church?

3 Ne. 27:30. And now, behold, my Jjov is great, aven unto fulness
because of vou, and also this generation ... . for none of them
lost.

31. Behold, I would that ye should understand;
who are now alive of this generaticn

32. But behold, it sorroweth me because of the fourth generati
Lin the 01d World it was the sacond generatian] from tnis cevera.‘on,
for thev are led away captive by nim aven as 'was the son of perdition;
for they will sell themselves for silver and *for gold . . . And in
that day will [ visit them, aven in the turning of their works upon
their own heads. (cf 17:14; Chs. 21-23)

[ ST NS

"o
b S

“h

or I asan them

-

On both hemisgheres the pecple of the church were only too willing to for-

et such disturding prophecies, and insist that God would never desert his

church,

he loss of the Forty-Cay literature was clearly nastened by the secracy

uarded. The usual title or instruction

i
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to the taxts scecifies that "these are the Secret tzachings" of the risen Lord,

and as such thay were treasured and guarded by the communities possassing them.

n

This secracy made possible all sorts of sactarian misraprasentations, forgeriss,
and Gnostic aberrations, which flourished throughout the Christian world of the
second cantury, and served to bring the final discradit and cblivion on the
writings and the sacts thatexploited them. The Apocryphal literature contains
no better axplanation of the original obsarvancs of secrscy than the boock of
. ¥ , . . ,
26:6. And now there cannot be writtan in this book even a hundradth
part of the things which Jesus did truly teach unto the peonle.
10. And if . . . thay will not betfeve thess things, then shall
the greater things be withheld from them, unto their condemnation.
11. Behold, T was about %o writa themall . . . but the Lord for-
bade me, saying: I will try the faith of my people.

27:23. Mrite

the things which ye have seen and heard, save it be
those which are f

orbidden.

Besides things which should not be recaordad wers those which by their nature

17:17. And no tongue can speak, neither can &g writien by any man
so qraat and marvelous things as we bSoth saw and heard Jesus speak

19:32. And tongue cannct speak tha words which he prayed, neither

can be written by man the words which he prayed.

4. . . . so great and marvelous were the words which he prayed that
they cannot be written, neither can they be uttered by man.

Peculiar to the "Forty-Day Literaturs" is th? amphasis on cartain tesachings
negl.ctad or vigorously opposad by the intellectud! churchmen of later
Christianity. Whether or not one chooses %o accept fhem as authentic, it is
their presenc2 in the preachings of tne risan Lord in Third MNepni which interests
us hera. One aspect of nis activity wnhich does not rscaive particular attention

in Luke's accounts is the world-wide circulation of the Savior among his

sarvants in %he apocalypuic versions. Luka has the Lord come and go with great
freedom and frequency among nis people in Juda=a, but in the "Forty-Day

"
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Literature” he appears to them in all parts of fhe world. So also in the
800k of Mormon:

3 MNe. 16:1. . . . I hava other sheen which are not of this land,

neither of the land of Jerusalem, neithar in any parts of that land

round about whither I havm been to minister

2. . . . they . . . have not as yet neard my voica
3. But . . . I shall go unto them, and . . . they shall hear my

yoice, and shall be numbersd ameng my sheep (Cf. 15:14-24; 17:4;

27:2).

In the early Christian texts, the teaching of the risen Lord is prophetic
and apocalyptic, reviewing the history of God's dealings with men on earth from
the beginning*and carrying it down tc its glorious culmination at the parousia;
the story is usually presentad in a series of "dispesnsations", alternating
periods of 1ight and darkness through which the world and the saints must pass.
The Third Nephi version faithfully follows the patiarn in a long expositicn which
goes back to thebeginnning of the Taw, its presenca among peoples scatiarad
divers places, not in just one place (Ch. 15); its future among them and its
spread throughout the world among the Gantiles (Ch. 18), with the vicissitudes
through which both Israal and the Gentiles must pass (ib.). Chapter 20 carries
the coming nistory of Israel and especially of the Nephites themselves right
through to the end, including the climactic events of cur own day, as Chagter
21 sets Torth God's dealings to come with the peopie on this hemisphere unt

the establisning of the New Jerusalem. 3
E4 !L
he most natural gquestions to ask anycne returning to earth after being

T
away would be, Where did you go and what did you see? These quastions, put by
the disciples in the 01d World accounts, lead to.discussions of the Descansus

and the Kerygma, i.e. the Savior's descant to the Prison-house to preach %o

those spirits who were disobedient in the days of Noah (I Petar 3:19-2

o

T.

Nis theme became the subject of the "Harrowing of Hell

i1

drama of the
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Nicodemus and the Medieval mystary plays. The 3cok of Mormen version is
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morea dramtic. Thers the hosts that sit in darkness arz2 the Nepnites them-
selves, axhaustad and in utter despair and desclation after three days of

-

destruction followed by total darkness, and awful lamentations followed oy
even morea awful silence. The Lord descends tc them as a figure of light

"descending out of heaven clothed in a whita robe” exactly as he does to the

in

spirits in Hell in the 01d World writings; announcing to them "I am the iight
~- and thelifa of the worid" (11:11) who has come directly from the agony of the
"Bitter cup" to bring light and deliverance to them. And they accepted him as
such as "thefwhole multitude fall to the esarth™ (11:12); then he identifiad
himself to them and announcad his mission, "and . . . %they did cry out with
one accord, saying:'Hosannal 8lessed bg the name of the Most High Ged! And
they did fall down at the feet of Jesus, and did worship him." (11:17) For

T

ne first thing

ja¥]
[

they knew that he had come to lead them out of thair prison.

he did, was to insist that thsy all be baptized--exactly as in the "Deseczggys”
R EN ) e

account;,\ne must give the "Seal® of bapfism to all to whom he preaches in the

underworld betore they can follow him out of darkness up into nis kingdem.

Jesus puts it to them as.an act of deliverance. 11:32: "And this is my doctrine

. . » that the Father commandeth all men, everywhers, to rapent and beliave in

me"--we are all discbedient spirits in prison! Then the Lord says a striking

L . R . a, . - .. .

thing to the Nephites, 11:39, Yerily, verily; . . % this is my doctrine, and

%
whoso buildath upon .this buildeth upon my rock, and the gatas of nhell shall

not prevail against them. 11:40. And whoso shall declars mors or less than

this . . . the gatas of hell stand open to racsive such whan the floods come

th

[
o
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3

w

and the winds heat upen tham." He has come to deliver them fror

of Hell that hold them in bondage--it is the "Harrowing of Hell" motif a

11
b

the
way through.

To show his pecple that he is really a resurrectad being and not a spirit,

bo=h in the New Testament account, and in the #ocryphal version, Jesus calls
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for food--real food--and insists that they shares it with him in a sacred

meal. The meal ususally follows the baptism, putting its seal upon the initia-
tion and the union of those who follow the lord. ’In Tnird Neoni i;e sacral
meal with the risen Lord, repeated mors than on¢a, 1s an évent of transcendant
importance, to which we shall refer below.

Most scholars and theologicans have seen the purpose of the Forty-Zays to

[ %)
o+

be the laying of a firm foundation for the sending out of the disciplas into
all the world *0o lay a foundation for the Churzh. At the time of the
Crucifixion tMey were utterly demoralized and scatterad, in no condition to
go forth as powerful ambassadors of the Lord into all the world. The Forty-
Cay teaching has the dbject of preparing them for their missions. This is
exactly the casa in the Bogk of Mormon. Aftar tha founding of tha Church

(27-23)

ameng the people, come two chaptarsidealing axclusively with the praparation of
J

b3

the chosen disciplas for their special missions into the world.
. *x - .
As might be expeciad, ths apperances of the Lord to the astonished
multitude as well as his departures from them, are events of celestial splendor,

nowhers more movingly described than in the 11%h chapter of Third Nephi. The

h the disciples is a

¥

uttaer glory of his presenca among the people or wi
constant thema in both the Book oF Mormon and the other sources. And yet it
is combined with a feeling of the closest and most*1oving intimacy, especially
£ g .
moving inm the 3cok of Mormon accounts of his deaiinés with the children.

The comings and goings of God nimself, moving between heaven and earth must
needs he surrcunded by an aura of mystery and excitsment. Can such things
really be? Luke in nis meticulous, almost clinically exact and factual resports,
wants us to know onca for all that they really can Se. The wonder of it

ader's puise, but how cculd we describe the stats of mind of

1Y

quickans the r

those who actually experiencad it? The Apccryphal writings go all out to make

«

us feel with them, but it is Third Nephi who rzafly catches the spirit:
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19:1. . . . when Jesus had ascended into heaven, the multitude did
disperse, and every man did take his wife and his children and did
return t0 his own homa. 2. And it was noisad abroad among the
paople, immediately, before it was yea dark, that the multitude had
seen Jesus . . . and that he wauld also show nimseilf on the morrow
unto the multitude. 3. Yea, and even all that night it was noisad
abroad concerning Jasus; and insomuch did they send forth unto the
people that . . . an excaedwng great number did labor exceedingly all
that night, that *hey mwgnt te on the morrow in the place whers uesus
should hna himself unto the multituda.”

Nothing could convey the atmosphers of the aelectrifying "Forty-0Oay”

!

man that.

ot

message better
But now;;t is time to turn to a particular text. When E. Revilliout
announced the discovery of a Coptic manuscript of the Cospel of the Twelve
Apostles in 1904 he declarad it o be tha taxt which Origen and Jercme
"considered ... . to be perhaps earlier than Saint Luke and raferred to by

}]

him in his prologue,"” a work astzemed by the Church Fathers as of "capital
importance," uniquely free of any hint of herasy, carrying the tradition

of Christ's visits to earth beyond the scope of Luke--even to an event fiftisen
years la aQ & German scholarship promptly and routinely minimizad the claims of
Revillout, and went too far in the process. If the fragments of the faptic
Gospel of the Twelve Apostles do not neczssarily cccur in the order in which
Revillout arranged them (the order which we %111 follow), subsequent discaovaries
make it clear that they re2ally are connected part of a single--and typical--

,_ff' *
Forty-Day manuscript, and that they belong to theﬁear]iest stratum of early

Christian writing., Revillout's arrangemsnt does not follow quite the same

order as Tnird MNephi, either, but a comparison of the two may be instructive,

The Lord's condescension: he came and ates with thems

Ev.XIl; Aps. Frg. 2 -PQ 2:132 3 Ne. 10:18. And it came to pass
that in the ending of the thirty
friends: Have you ever sean, and fourth year, benold, I will
8rathran, such a loving lord, show unto you that the people of
oremising nis apostles his own king- Nephi who were saafﬂd and also
dom? where they would eat and drink v“oas wno had been called Lamanites,
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with him upon a heavenly table
even as he had eaten with them
on earth at an earthly table,

Theraby ne put them in mind of
the heavenly table, considering
the things of this world (kosmos)
as nothing.

who had been spared, did have dreat
favars snown unto them, and dreat
blessings pourad out upon their
heads, insomuch that soon afisr the
ascension of Christ into haaven he

did truly manifast himself unto

them--

19. showing nis tody unto them,
and mxnxstcr"ng unto them; and an
account of his ministry shall be

iven hersgaftar.

3 Ne. 26:13. Therefors, [ would
that ye should behold that the Lord
truly did teach the people, for the
space of three dajs, and aftar that
he did show himself unte them oft,
and did break bread or;, and bless
it, and give it unto them.

To make *them onea with him and with =ach other:

If you really want to know, listen
and T will t211 you. 0Oid not God
feel an equal Tave for all nis
Apcstles? Listen to John the
Evangelist, tastifying p. 133, how
the Christ used to plead with (sons)
nis Father on their behalf, even that
they bacome One a2ven as we are onea."

Do you want to know the truth about
that? It is that he chaose the
Twelye * * * =*

"Listan to John the Evangelist
test17/.“g

[On this matter he refars tham back
to the tastimony of Jonhn.]

The Loaves and Fishes:

* * * ypon them, saying, I fasl
concarned (pity) Ffor this multitude;
for behold thay have been with me
for thres days, and (now) they have
nothing to =2at. I don't want to let
them leave hers hungry, last they
faint by the wayside.

v g

3 Ne. 19:23. . . . that they may believe

in me, that I may in them as thou,

Fathar, art in me, that we may be one.
29. Father, I pray . . for those

whom thou hast given me out of the

world . . . that they may be purified

in me, that I may be in them as thou,

Father, art in me, uhau wa may be one,

that [ may be glorified in them.

In another matter also he
ne disciples back to John:
% know your thoughts, and ye
rad the thing which John,
desired of me."

3 Ne. 23:8.
rerer the

have des
my belovad

3 Ne. 17:8. And he said unto them:
3ehold, my bowels are filled with
compassion towards you.

3 MNe. 8:23. . for the space of

thrae days" praccdwng all had been
deprived. The placa was now desolate.

&



Andrew said to nim, My Lord, whersz
will we find bread in this
wildernass? *Frmiesss

Jesus said to Thaomas: Go to a cartain
(pei) man who has with him five loaves
of barley bread and two fishes, and
bring them to me here.

Andrew said to him, Lord, how far
would five lcaves with such a huge
crowd?

Jesus saith to him: BZring them to me
and there will be encugh.

[While they gdf for the food Jesus
talks with a Jittle child.]

And so they sant [for the food]. A
small child was brought to Jdssus and
straightway nhe bagan to worship him.
Tne small child said to Jesus, Lord
[ have suffared much becauyse of
thesa [i.e. at the hands of peopla.
The puzzled scribe connscts this
with the ioavas: the child has
sufferad because of them, as if the
child had ueen sent to fatch them]
Jesus saith to the child, Give me
the five Ioaves*ahichhave bean
entrustad to you.

Thou has®t not saved (rescued) this
multitude in time of need, but it is
the oikonomia (:rrancement,ibrdi~
nance, divine intant) that (they)
tehold a marvelous thing, the
remembrance of which shall never
pass away, nor the food with which
they are filled,

l' ‘—’l

Note here the st“ance pracocity of
the child and the sacramental
(memorial) naturs GT the meal.

3 Ne. 20:6. Now, there had bean no
bread, neither wine, brought by the
disciples, neithar by the multitude;

3 Ne. 18:2. And while they wersa gone
for bread and wins, ne cormanded the
multitude thaz thay should sit them-
selves down ucon the 2arth. (This was
later the same davy).

3 Me. 17:17. And it came to pass
that he commanded that their little
children shouid be brougnt.

3 Ne. 17:12. Sa they brought their
little children and set them down
upon the ground round about him, and
Jesus stood in the midst; and the
multitude gava way till they had all
feen brought unto nim.

3 Ne., 26:74., And it came %o pass

hat he _did tesach and ministar unto
the chifdrﬁn of the multitude of whom
hath bedn spoken, and he did ioose
their uonguas, and thay did spesak

unto their fathers gr=at and marvelous
things, even greater than he nad
ravealed unto the pecple; and he
loosaed their tongues that they could

utter,

3 Ne. 18:5. And wnen
had =aten and were 71
unto his disc ’plas
7. Thnis ye sh hall do 1
of my body, which I have shown unto
you . . . that ve do always ramember
il



me. And if ye do always rsmember
me ye shall have my spirit to oe with
you

7. And this shall ye do in rzmem-
branca of my bady, which [ have shown
~unto you. And it shall be a tastimony

unto the Father that ye do always

remember me. And if ye do always

remember me ye shall have my Spirit

to be with you.

11. And this shall ye always do

to those who repent and are baptized

in my name; and ye shall do it in

remembrancs of my blood, which I have

shed for you, that ye may witness unto

the Father that ye do always remember
¥ me. And if ye do always ramember me

ye shall have my spirit to be-with you.

Tne Sacrament administersd:
And Jesus (1) *ock =he lcaves 3 Ne. 18:3. And when the disciplas
were come with bread and wine ne
(1) ook of the bread
and (3) blessed them (gavea thanks and (2) brake
over them) ——
and (2) divided them : and (3) blessad it
and (4) gave them to the Apostles and (4) gave unto the disciplas

and commanded that they should =sat,

(3) that they mignht tear them to 4. And when they had =2aten and weare
the multitude. filled, he commandad that (5) theay
should give unto the multitude,.
3
3]
The Sacrament withneld: %
For Judas (nad been) the last to 3 Ne, 18:28. And now behald, this is
partake of the loaves (Refars the commandmant which 1 give unto you,
back to the Last Supper, to that ye shall not suffar any one know-
illustrata a principlae). ingly to partake of my flash and dlcod
: unworthily, when ye shall minister it
Andrew said to Jesus, 0 Master (san), 29, -For wheoso eateth and drinketh
Judas did not rzceive a kleronomia my flesh and blood JHVO"VHTIV gatath
(of) loaves . * ., 0 bear to the and drinketh damnation to his soul;
multitude. * = * (such as) * * therafors if ye know that a man is
we wera Lo give to them * * unworthy %o eat and drink of my

flesh and bdblcod ye shall forbid him.

ol

o g



* * That is becauss he to whom [ did
NOT give a share of the Toaves fror
my nhands was not worthy of a part
{share) of my flesn.

Neithar did he care to share with the
poor, but thought cnly of th
glosogemon (finance)

The Sacramental Praver:

It is a mystery of my Father .
** which con(cerns) . . . the par-
taking (dividing) of my flesh.

And forthwith¥he blessad them, saying,
0 my Father, root (source) of all
good, L asxk thee to bless thase five
barley loaves that all these (multi-
tude) may be filled, ;hat thy son may
be glorified in thes; and that those
whom thou hast drawn to thee out of
the world might hsarken %o (after,
obey) him.

And straigntway his word came to pass
in exousia (authority, as requested).
His blessing fall upon (shope) on the

bread in the apostles' hands.

And all
Filled.

tha peoplie ate and wera
They agave praise to CGod.

Jesus orays thrae ftimes:

You have seen, 0 my beloved ones,
what love Jasus had taward nis
Apostles, insomuch that he kapt
(hid) nothing from th em of any of
the things touching upon his godhead
(relationship to God).

time while b

i ng
barley-bre

(1) the first
the five loaves of b

s
2d

si
d.

28

The actual words of the prayer (Moro.
4:1-2) are given by Moroni, 4:3:

0 God, the Etarnal Father, we ask thee
Tn the name of thy San, Jesus CArisct,
to_bless and sanctify this bresad to
the souls of all those who partake of
it; that they may eat in remembranca.
of the body of thy Sen . . . and
always remember him, and Xeep nis
¢ommandments which ne has given tham,

that they may always have his Sp1r1t
to be with them. Amen.
Moroni 5:2. . . . wine that

they do always remember him, that they
may have his Soirit to be with than.
Amen.

3 Ne. 20:9. Now, when the multitude
had all eatan and drunk, beshold, they
wera filled with the Spirit; and th°/
did cry out with one voices, and zave

glory to Jesus, whom they both saw
and neard.

)

i)
3 Me. 28:13. And behold, the heavens

were opened, and they were caught up
into heaven, and saw and heard unspeak-
able things.

14. And it was forbidden them that
they sheould uttar; neither was it
given unto them power that they could
utter the things wnich they saw.

(1) 3 Me. 18:19. And it

Jesus departed out of then,

and went a little way off rrum them and

bowed nimsel¥ to the earth, and nhe said:
> of



(2]
W0

The second time in his giving

2)
hanks to his Father.

:

(3) The third time in giving thanks
for the ssven loaves

The Lord invitas the disciples ta ask for

cprayed . . .

Father I
tha

Wil

20.
hast given
whom [ have chosen
world.

24,

AHK ’C.:e,, th t
HoI/ Ghost unto &
CUT of

when Jesus nad thus

he came unto his disciples,
and . . 25 . . . blessad them as they
did pray unto nim . and behold they
ware as whita as the countanance and

also the garment of Jesus.

(2) 3 Ne. 19:28. Father, I THANK thes
that thou hast purified those whom I
have chosen and alsao for them
who shall balieve on their words

29. Father I pray not for the world,
but for those whom thou hast given me
QUT of the world.

30. And Jesus . .. came again unto
nis disciples . . and behold thay
were white even as Jesus.

(3) 3 Ne.
again a 11t
the Father.

32. And tongue cannot speak
neither can be writtan by man
which he prayed.

33. Andzhemultitude did hear and
do bear record; and thair hearts were
opened and they did understand in
their hearts thewords wnich he prayed.

19:31. And ne went
tle way off and prayed unto

ol
e

words

Have you seen (considerad) Q my
beloved ones, the love of Jesus
towards nis Apostles? Insomuch
he did not concsal anything from
them, evan ail the things concarn-
ing his godhead:

that

higher thinas:

3 He. 27:2. And Jesus again showed
himself unto them, for they wers pray-
ing unt@ the Father in his name; and

Jesus cdme and stood in the midst of
them, and said unto them: What will

ye that I shall give unto you?

They are Abashed and have to be encouraqed:
Jesys saith to Themas: Thomas my 3 Me. 28:1. And it came %to pass when
friend, you and vour brethran are Jesus had said these words, he spake

free to ask me whatsoever you plesase
and T will kaep nothing back from
you. Insomuch that you may see, and

feel (paipitata) and he convincad in
your neart. [f you want to seae
those in their tombs revived, vou

. g

unto his disciples, one by one, saying
unto them: What is it that ye desire
of me, after that I am gone fo the
Father!

8. And he said unto them:
I knag your thoughts and ye

S8enold,
nave



k for a sign of the
Resurrection. For it was I myself
who said to you, "I am the
Resurraction, and the 1ife." And
also "If the ear of wheat doss not

do well to as

die, there will be no yield (karpos).

And if you yoursalves do not sae
with your aevas (Jn. 1:

your hear:t will not be confirmad in
this.

Thomas wept and said to Jasus: Thou
hast takan all this troubls to come
to the tomb because of my incradu~
Tity. Let thy will be done and this
tomb receive me until the day of the
Resurrection.? :

Jesus sajd: Thomas, be not
that wnich I do.you know not . . . I
told you %o move the Stone so that a
witness of the Resurrection might
apoear in the tomb of death.

You likewise, 1T vou do not see with
your ayes will not be strengthenad
in your hearts.

Have [ not told you: Mors blessed
are ye who have not sesn and have
baliaved than ya who have sesn and
not believed.

Ye had ssen how many wonders and
miracles I did in the presence of
the Jews, and they believad not on
me.

aftflictad;

have desired the thing which John, my
beloved, who was with me in my minisiry,
baefore that [ was 1iftad up by the

Jews, desired of me.

3. And he said unto them: Blassed

.are ye because ye dasired this thing

of me; therafore, after that ye are
saventy and *wo years old ye shall
come unto me in my kingdom; and with
me ye shal]l find rast.

4, . . . he turned nimself unto
the three, and said unto them: What
will ye that I should do unto you
when I am gone unto the Father?

5. And they sorrowead in their
hearts, for they durst not speak
unto him the thing which they desired.

6. And he said unto them: Behold, .
I know your thoughts, ye have desirad
the thing which John . . . desirsd of
me.

3 Me. 19:35. And it came to pass that
when Jasus had made an end of praying
he came again to the disciples, and
said unto them: So great faith have
[ never sean among all the Jews;
wherafore [ could not show unto th@m
so great miraclas, because of thei
unbeliaf,

36. VYerily [ say unto you, tharse
are none of them that nave seen so
greaat things as ve nad seen: npeither
nave they neard so great things as ye
have neard.

to ask questions

The disciples are understandably embarrassed gt having
Ed 5

which argue a lack of faith whisi sheuld -aei-5e in: the very

Resurv“~t1on. Hera was the 1iving Jesus before them, risen

yet ne knows that they ara still unsettled in their minds.

be sure that this guarantzed their own resurrsction? After

Sen of God; but the men, women, and children he raised from

transition zone bew jean

£

presenca of the

from the dead; and

For now could they
a special casa,
all, Jesus was the
/1
the dead all had
of immortality?

Gn these qusstions



hoth of our scurcas at

type of the human who is dead but not dead,

not rasurractad, the Gospel of the (I

this point launch into

d L

arnest discussions. For the

raised from the dead but still

I Apostles gives us Lazarus, while the

Book of Mormon discusses the same matters as representad by the strange case

-»

of the Three Nephites.

Thomas said to Jesus: My Lord,
behold thou has grantad us avery
favor in they goodness.. There is
just one thing which we would

Tike you to bestow on us. We want
to see, 0 Lord those pecople who were
dead and buriad, whom you revived
(raised up), as a sign of thy
resurrsction which is to take place
for us.

We know, Lord, that thou didst raise
up the son of the widow of Nain.
But we are thinkwng of another kind
of miracle, for you met with %hat
multitude going alang the road.

What we want to see is the bones
that have fallen apart in the tombs
and are able to Jjoin together so
that they can speak on the spot.

Thomas boldly {tock heart) said
to him: My Lord, how shall we go
to him since the Jews are sesking
t0 stona thea?

He said this because ne was
worried by the things which Jesus
had said about Lazarus and did not
want o go.

Oydyme (Thomas), come with me, Tet
us go to Bethany, so that I can

show you tha TYPE of the Rasurrac-
tion at the Last Day in tha grave.

that your h=art may be strengthenad
that I am the Ressurzaction and the
Life

Come with me 0 Dydymus, and I will
show you the bones that have come
apart in the tomb uniting themsalves
together again. I will show you the
hollow putrified eye-sockets devoid

'
3
3 Me. 28:7. Tharafore mors blessed
are ye, for ye shall never taste o7
death ..
8. Ye shall never endure the pains
of death; but . . . ye shall be changed
in the twinkling of an eye from mortality
to immortality; and then ye shall be

blessed in the kingdom of my Father.

3 Me. 28:13. . . . and they £fall the
Disciples) were caught up into heaven,
15. And whether they were in tha
body or out of the body, they could
not tell; for it did seem unto them

#»
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of light . . . the tonque of | Lazarus, 1ike 2 transfiguration . . . changed

rottad away, which will speak again from this body infto an immortal stats.

with thee. 17. Now whather they wers mortal or

. immortal from the day of their

see that which the worm have saten transfiguration, [ know not

coming forth at my voicae when I call 37. . . . there was a change wrcught
upon their bodies.

Thou seekest a sign of the Resurrec- 39. Now this changs was not =sgqual to

tion, Thomas, come and I will show that which shall take placa at the last

it to you at the tomb of Lazarus. day; but thera2 was a change wrought

dpon them . . .
You have asked about the stretched
out hands; ccme and [ will show you
the hands of Lazarus wrapped in
their bandages, tight in their
shroud, which will be raisad up as
they come outgof the tomb.

Didymus my friend, come with me %o 3 Ne. 28:6. I know your thaoughts . .
the tomb of Lazarus, for my mouth 3. Blessed ara ys because ye desirad
desires what thou hast thought. this thing o7 me.

Jesus said to hiw' Didymus, he who 3 Ne. 18:16. And as I have prayed among
walks in the LIGHT trembleth not . you even so shall ye oray in my church,
(ar, is not of .ended) Jesus said among my poople who do repent and are
this to Thomas to console nim when baptlzad in my name. Behold I am the
he saw that he was afflictad because Tight; I have sat an example for you.
of the death of Lazarus. -

And these ars the things which Jasus

sajd to his Apostles.

Jesus cried out, saying: My Father, 3 Ne. 19:29. Father, I pray

My Father, rocot of ail goodnass, I for those whom twou hast given me

pray unto thee, for the moment has that I may be in them as thou, Father,
come t9 give glory to thy San, art in me, that we may he one, that I
that all may know that it is Thou may be glorified in them.

who hast sent me for this. Florf
unto thee unto the eternity of the »
eternities. Amen. : %

We may well ask, What imposior with no taxt o; oracadent to quide hAim, cculd
hope to ventura into the unexplorad morass of the 40-Day mystaries, where to this
day the student Tinds no solid foothold, without quickly coming to grief? The
calm unhesitating deliheration with which the autheor of Third Nephi proceseds whera
schelars and poets hava fearad to tread, has been explained as an exampnle of
the jaunty and unaBashed impudence of Joseoh Smith--a desperate argument, for
what could more quickly and surely lead to disaster than such rash folly joined

to toal ignoranca. Thers must he some other explanation.

ﬁ
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