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The Abrahamic Material

Quotations from Original Journals and Printed Sources

July 6, 1835

Chandler in Kirtland--Egyptian mummies

On the 3rd of July, Michael H. Chandler came to Kirtland to exhibit
some Egyptian mummies. There were four human figures, together with
some two or more rolls of papyrus covered with hieroglyphic figures and
devices. As Mr. Chandler had been told I could translate them, he
brought me some of the characters, and 1 gave him the interpretation,
and like a gentleman, he gave me the following certificate:

Kirtland, July 6, 1835.

This is to make known to all who may be desirous, concerning the
knowledge of Mr. Joseph Smith, Jun., in deciphering the ancient
Egyptian hieroglyphic characters in my possession, which I have, in
many eminent cities, showed to the most learned; and, from the information
that I could ever learn, or meet with, I find that of Mr. Joseph Smith,
Jun., to correspond in the most minute matter.

Michael Chandler

Traveling with, and proprietor of,
Egyptian Mummies.

(H.C. II:235)



Oliver Cowdery, second elder in the Church, and Joseph Smith's scribe
during most of the Book of Mormon translation and then asslsting with the
Abrahamic translation expressed hls high regard for the Egyptlan records

calling them "an inestimable acquisitiou to our present scriptures.”

" . .When the translation of these valuable documents will be completed

, I am unable to say; unelther can 1 . ~e you a proba fdea how‘large
volumes they will make; but judging from thelr size, and the cowprehensive-
ness of the language, one might reasonably expect to sce a sufflclent to
develop much upon the mighty acts of the anclent men of God, and of his

dealing with the children of men when they saw him face to face. Be there

little or much, it must be an inestimable acquisitlion to our present

scriptures, fulfllling, Iu a small degree, the word of the prophet: For

the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord a: the walers cover

the sea.

P. S. You will have understood from the foregoing, that eleven

Mummies were taken from the catacomby, at the time of which I have been

speaking, and nothing definlte having been sald as to thelr disposal, L

may, with propriety add a few words. Seven of the sald eleven were

purchased by gentlemen for private museums, previous to Mr., Chandler's

vislt to this place, with a small quantity of papyrus, slmilar, (as he

says,) to the astronomical representatlon, contained wlith the present two

rolls, of which L previously spoke, and the remaiunlng four by gentlemen

resident here.
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Though the Mummles themselves are a curloslty, and an astonlshment,
well calculated to arouse the mind to a reflection of past ages, when
men strove, as at thls day, to lmmortallze thelr names, though In another
manner, yet I do not conslder them of much value compared with those

records which were deposited with them.
If Providence permits, I will, ere long, write you agaln upon the

propriety of looking for additions to our present scriptures, according
to thelr own literal 1:(:;1(11111;."23
Messeraen. § ADJOCATE
Vbl IL 43 pp. 236-233
Dea 935
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The public mind has been excited of late, by reports
which have been circulated concerning certain Egyp-
tian mummies and ancient records, which were pur-
an Acconne  CDased by certain gentlemen of Kirtland, last
of the Book July. It has been said that the purchasers of

i " these antiquities pretend they have the bodies
of Abraham, Abimelech, (the king of the Philistines,)
Joseph, who was sold into Egypt, &e., &ec., for the pur-
pose of attracting the attention of the multitude, and
gulling the v ~ary; which is utterly false. Who these
ancient inhat.:ants of Egypt were, I do not at present
say. Abraham was buried on his own possession ‘‘iu the
cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron, the son of
Zohah, the Hittite, which is before Mamre,”” which he
purchased of the sons of Heth. Abimelech lived in the
s country, and for aught we know, died there; and
the children of Israel carried Joseph’s boues from Egypt,
when they went out under Moses; consequently, these
could not have been found in Egypt, in the nineteenth
century. The record of Abraham and Joseph, found
with the mnmmies, is beautifully written on papyrus,
with black. and a small part red, ink or paint, in perfect
preservation. The characters are such as you find upon
the coffins of mummies—hieroglyphics, etc.; with many
characters of letters like the present (though probably
not quite so square) form of the Hebrew without points.
The records were obtained from one of the catacombs in
Egypt, near the place where once stood the renowned
city of Thebes, by the celebrated French traveler, Antonio
Sebolo, in the yesar 1831. He procured license from
Mehemet Ali, then Viceroy of Egypt, under the protec-
tion of Chevalier Drovetti, the French Consul, in the year
1828, and employed four hundred and thirty-three men,
four months and two days (if I understand correctly)—
Egyptian or Turkish soldies, at from four to six cents

per diem, each man. He entered the catacomb June 7, 1831,

an&&étained eleven mummies. There were several hun-
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dred mummies in the same catacomb; about one hundred
embalmed after the first order, and placed in niches, and
two or three hundred after the second and third orders,
and laid upon the floor or bottom of the grand cavity.
The two last orders of embalmed were so decayed, that
they could not be removed, and only eleven of the first,
found in the niches. On his way from Alexandria to
Paris, he put in at Trieste, and, after ten days’ illness,
expired. This was in the year 1832. Previous to his
decease, he made a will of the whole, to Mr. Michael H.
Chandler, (then in Philadelphia, Pa.,) his nephew, whom
he sunnosed to be in Ireland. Accordingly, the whole
were sent to Dublin, and Mr. Chandler’s friends ordered
them to New York, where they were received at the Cus-
tom House, in the winter or spring of 1833. In April, of
the same year, Mr. Chandler paid the duties and took
possession of his mummies. Up to this time, they had
not been taken out of the coffins, nor the coffins opened.
On opening the coffins, he discovered that in connection
with two of the bodies, was something rolled vp with the
same kind of linen, saturated with the same bitumen,
waich, when examined, proved to be two rolls of papyrus,
previously mentioned. Two or three other small pieces
of papyrus, with astronomical calculations, epitaphs, &e.,
were found with others of the mummies. When Mr.
Chaudler discovered that there was something with the
mummies, he supposed or hoped it might be some
diamonds or valuable metal, and was no little chagrined
when he saw his disappointment. ‘‘He was immediately
told, while -et in the custom house, that there was no
man in that city ~—ho could translate his roll: but was re-
ferred, by the same gentleman, (a stranger,) to Mr. Jos-
eph Smith, Jun., who, continued he, possesses some
kind of power or gifts, by which he had previously trans-
lated similar characters.”” I was then unknown to Mr.
Chandler, neither did he know that such a book or work
as the record of the Nephites, had been brought before
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the public. From New York, he took his collection on
to Philadelphia, where he obtained the certificate of the
learned,* and from thence came on to Kirtland, as before
related, in July. Thus I have given a brief history of the
manner in which the writings of the fathers, Abraham

* The account here given of how the Prophet came into possession of the writings
of Abrabam, and of Joseph, the son of Jacob, was adapted from an article in the
Messenger and Advocate, (Volume 1I, Number 3, pages 233, 236, bearing date of
December, 1835) signed by Oliver Cowdery. The article is addressed to William
Frye, Esq.. of Gilead, Calhoun County, 1ll. The certificate of the ‘‘learned’’ re-
ferred to, is in the body of the article. It seems that Michael H. Chandler, the
owner of the Egyptian mummies and the papyrus, exhibited his treasures in Phil-
adelphia, and, while there, obtained ihe following opinion of several prominent
doctors: .

“Having examined with considerable attention and deep interest, a number of
mummics: r:m the Catacombs, near Thebes, in Egypt, and now exhibiting in the
Arcade, we beg leave to recommend them to the observation of the curious inquirer
on subjects of a period so long elapsed; probably notless than three thousund years
ago. The features of some of these mummies are in perfect expression. The
papyrus covered with black or red ink, or paint, in excellent preservation, are very
interesting. The undersigned, unsolicited by any person connected by interest
with this exhibition, have voluntarily set their names hereunto, for the simple pur-
pose of calling the attention of the public to an interesting collection, not suf-
ficiently know in this city.”

Jorxn REDMaXN Coxg, M. D.,
Ricaarp HazraN, M. D.,

J. PaxNcoasT, M. D.,

WiLriax P. C. BarTon, M. D.,
E. F. Rivizus, M. D,

SaMUEL G. MOoRrRGaN, M. D.

““I concur in the ivove sentiments, concerning the collection of mummies in the
Philadelphia Arcade, and consider them highly deserving the attention of the

curious.
“W. E. HORNER, M. D.”’

Another paragraph in the article explains how it came about that Mr. Chandler
gave the Prophet a certificate, concerning his belief in the Prophet’s ability to deci-
pher the Egyptian hieroglyphics of the papyrus—which certificate will be found at
page 235, of this volume, under the date of the purchase of the mummies and papy-
rus by certain persons in Kirtland. From the paragraph referred to,it appears that on
the morning that Mr. Chandler first presented his papyrus to the Prophet Joseph
Smith, he was shown Ly the latter, a number of characters which had been copied
from the Nephite plates, and found that there were some points of resemblance be-
tween some of the Nephite characters ana some of the characters on the Egyptian
papyrus. Mr. Chandler then asked the Prophet’s opinion concerning the antiquity
of the Egyptian papyrus, and also requested him to give a translation of the charac-
ters. The Prophet gave Mr. Chandler a transiation of some few of the Egyptian
characters, which agreed with the interpretation given by learned men in other
cities, where the mummies and papyrus had been exhibited, whereupon Mr. Chand-
*-- gave the Prophet a certificate. stating that fact.
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and Joseph, have been preserved, and how I came in
possession of the same—a correct translation of which I
shall give in its proper place.

To show the spirit of the public journals, such as the
Philadelphia Saturday Courier, New York Daily Adver-
tiser, Sunday Morning News, and the press rome of the
generally, the past year, towards me and the Ameneen .
cause of God, which I have fearlessly es- the Prophet.
poused, I quote the following, as a specimen of the whole,
from M. M. Noah’s New York Evening Star:

HEATHEN TEMPLE ON LAKE ERIE.

That bold-faced imposter, Joe Smith, of Gold Bible and Mormon
memory, has caused his poor fanatic followers to erect on the shores of
Lake Erie, near Painesville, Ohio, a stone building, 58 by 78 feet, with
dormer windows, denominating the same ‘‘The Temple of the Lord.”
We should think this work of iniquity extorted out of the pockets of his
dupes, as it reflects its shadows over the bine Lake, wonld make the
waters crimson with shame at the prostitution of its beautiful banks
to such unhallowed purposes.

Thus much from M. M. Noah, a Jew, who had used all
the influence in his power, to dupe his fellow Jews, and
make them believe that the New Jerusalem for them, was
to be built on Grand Island, whose banks are surrounded
by the waters of the same Lake Erie. The Lord reward
him according to his deeds.
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’ every word that proceedeth out of his

‘mouth. We congratulate the Saints of

:the Last Days on their inestimable pri-
‘vileges in having raised up unto them a

*servant of the Lord, like unto Moses, to
g'mde his.pegple and make known unto
{ the purposes of the Most High.

4 ‘Wa have much pleasure this mont.h in)

@ Old trauslation.

EDITORIAL REMARKS.

being able to give an illustration and
extract from the BoOK OoF ABRalAM;
a book of Ligher antiquity than any
portion of the bible. Kingular is the
providence by which this ancient record
fell into the hands of the servant of the
Lord, Joscru Sarto. _A gentleman,

travelling in -Eprvpt, made X selection o

several mummies, of the best kind of
embalming, and of course in the best
state of preservation; on his way to
England he died, bequeathing them to
& gentleman of the name of CHANDLER.
They arrived in the Thames, but it was
found the gentleman was in Ameriea,
they were then forwarded to New York
and advertised, when Mr. CpaNpLER
came forward and claimed them. One
of the mummies, on being unrolled, bad

" underneath the cloths in which it was

wrapped, lying upon the breast, a roll of
papyrus, in an excellent state of preser-
vation, written in Egyptian character,
and illustrated in the manner of our en-
graving, which is 2 copy from a portion
of it. The mummies, together with the
record, have been exhibited, generally,
through the States, previous to their fall-
ing into our hands. Mr. CEANDLER
was, of course, anxious to find some one
wlo could interpret or translate this va-
luable relic of antiquity, and, we believe,
on one occasion, met with an individual
who was enabled to decipher & small por.
tion, or, at least, to give an opinion of
what he supposed its meaning to be. He
every where heard mention of JasepPH
SamiTe and the Book of Mormon, but so
generally associated with something slan-
derous, that he could scarcely think se-
riously of applying to bim. But at
length, however, he called upon Mr.

SartE, to inquire if he had a power by

which he could translate the ancient
Egyptian.  Mr. Smitn replied that he
had, when Mr. CHANDLER presented the
fragment which had been partially inter-
preted. Mr. SmITH retired into his
translating room, and presently returned
with 2 written translation in English, of
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the fragzinent, confirming the supposed
meaning aseribed to it by the gentleman
to whom it Lad been previously present-
ed. An event, of a nature so extraordi-
pary, was of course soon naised abroad,
wivn & number of gentlemen in the
neighbourhood, not connected with the
Saints, united together, and, purchasing
the record together with some or all of
the mummices, made Mr. SMITIT 3 present
of them. Therecordis now in course of
translation by the means of the Urim and
Thummim, and proves to be a record
written partly by the father of the faith-
ful, Abraham, and finished by Joseph
when in Egypt. After his death, it i=
supposed they were preserved in the fa-
mily of the Pharaohs and afterwards
hid up with the embalmed body of the

female with whom thev were found. !

“Thus it 1s, indeed, true, tnat the ways of

the Lord are not as man's ways, nor his
thoughts as our thoughts. Here, then,
is another subject for the Gentile world
to stumble at, and for which to persecute
the Saints, not knowing that there is
nothing hidden but what shall be brought
to light, and nothing secret but what
shall be discovered. Let us have.no re-
velations is the popular cry of the day;
any one’s creed but God’s. How true
were the word’s of Jesus, ¢ because I
come unto you in my father’s name ye
will not receive me; if another should
come in his own name, him ye will re-
ceive.”

The language of the present genera-
tion is, we can believe in the marvellous
works of God in former ages, but not

"now; how wiil they be confounded as

the mighty purposes of Jehovah roll on
unfolding mystery after mystery to his
people, while his judgments are pouring
out upon the ungodly and the unbeliev-
ng. '

Let the Saints be faithful and watch-
ful, and be ready to receive all things
that God shzll be pleased to communi-
cate for their well-being in these the last
days ; bearing in mind thathis great and

finishing work, his gathering of the
Suints together into one, in order to es-
tablish his kingdom, the dominion of
which shail be universal, and all powers
become subject unto it, will require re-
velations peculiar to itsclf, such as were
never communicated at any former period
of time. Now is the day of the trial of
our faith, the day of warfare and of strife
against the powers of darkness; but
anon shall be the day of triumph, blessed
shall they be who endure unto the end,
and overcome, and swell the song of vie-
tory, for they shall have nower over the
nations to rule them with & rod of iron,
and they shall have given unto them the
morning star,

tems of Nes.

We rejoice to say, that in the midst of
all the slander and calumny that the
powers of evil combined can possibly heap
upon the cause of God, the work 1s still
rolling on very satisfactorily. In Liver-
pool, the weekls addition averages from
sirht to ten, with an increasing and at-
tentive congregation,

From elder Cuerden of Bradford, we
have received intellizence that the num-
ber of members bad increzsed to fifty-
four, with the expectation of confirming
some fifteen more the following week.
Indeed, in every neighbourhood from
which we have received intelligence, the
work is steadily onward, and we trust
that the additions that are made in these
days of trial and persecution, may be
mostly permanent ; for they must be de-
termined and faithful men that steadily
count the cost, and confess not only that
Jesu: has come in the flesh, but that he
has renewed his covenant, and that his
religion is a religion of revelation; not
ushering his followers into eternity, with
“ shadows, clovd: und darkness resting
uponit,” but bringing “life a::d immor-
tality to light,” for which the gospe! was
originally designed, and cpening a glo-
risus vista into the future, by which the
i~uple of God can attain unto the know -
ledge of things to come.

Leet the Saints rejoice in their high and

holy privileges, for “ God hath spoken
good concerning Israel, and the time to
favour Zxon, yes, thesst time, is come.” -
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them to the observation of the curious in-
EGYPTIAN ANTIQUITIES. quirer on subjects of nperiod so long elops-
ed; probably not less than thice thousaud
yearago.  The features of sone of these
Munmmnes are in perfect expression.——
The papyrus, covered with black or red

These Mummics, wiil. seden others,
weéio laken from the Catacombs of Igypt,
vear wherg the nncient, und we may say,
almost unparalleled city of T'hebes once
stood, by the celebrated Irench traveller ink, or paint, in excellent preservation, aro
Antonio Lebolo; at n great expense. un-flvery interesting. “I'ho undersigned, vu-
dor the protection of the French Cousul, isolicited by nny person conunected by in-
by consent of Mehemet Ali, the Viceroy Hterest with this oxhibition, have volunta-
of Egypt.  Itis to be noticed that sever-{lrilv set their names hercunto, for the
al bundred Muwiies, ditforently embalm-{lsiviply purpose of ealling the nttention of
ed were found in the same catncomb, butilthe public to an interesting collection, not
only the eleven in n state to bo removed. ||sufliciently known in this city.

'rl‘he sovo'n have been so(}d_ to gentlemen || JOIIN REDMAN COXE, M. D.

or private muscums, and in conscquence .

urqikept from the cye of tho |mll»lic.~— RI(’”‘“{“ ll"A‘RL;\N, M. D.

They have been oxhibited in Plntudelphin J. PANCOAST, M. D. .
aud Baltimore, to crowded owdiences; inf] WILLIAM I, C. BARTON, M. D.
the latter place, although only engaped 3. F. RIVINUS, M. D.

for two weeks, lhlu cx.hibi!'ion was pro- B oA MUEL G. MORGAN, M. D.
longed to five wecks, with viiruction.  Of . .

all the relics of the ancient world that| ! concur n lhc.ubow.y seutuments, con-
time has left, the Mummy is the mosl c,cr'nmg lhg collection ol Mumm.mu in the
intoresting. It is o woll known fnct, re- Philadelphin Arcnde, und consider thom
corded in both sacred and profane history highly dc~‘“3rv'mg," the nttention of tho
that men were embalmed, which science [[eUFions: W 1L HORNER, M. D.
has attructed the learned for wpes.  All
other antiquities are hut the work of man,
but Mummies present us with tho men
themselves—they afe the porsonnges,

Wae have in our posscasion the four mummics
referred 1o, They together with the tceords,
wero purchnsed of a Mr. Chandler who exhib-

ited them in difforent parts of tho Union, end
preaerVed in human form, for the gaze|[sold them to usin Kirtland Ohio. I'he abovoe
and attraction of people who are occupy-« [lis a copy of tho original placards published by
ing down the stroam of timo cenwiries

. M. Chandler, whilat they were yet in his pos-
from those—they have cerlainly been ¥seesion,
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EGYPTIAN MUMMIES

The largest collection of EGYPTIAN MUMMIES ever exhibited in this
city, 1is now.to be seen at the Masonlc Hall, in Chesnut Street above
Seventh.
They were found in the vicinity of Thebes, by the celebrated traveler
Antonlo Lebolo and Chev-!ler Drovettl, General Consul of France in Egypt.
«ome writings on Papirus (sic) found with the Mummies, can also be
seen, and will afford, no doubt, much satisfactlion to Amateurs of Antiquities.

Admittance 25 cents, children half price. Open from 9 A.M. till 2 P.M.,
cand from 3 P.M. to 6.

Ap 3 - d3W

The above article ran April 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15,
17, 18, 19, 20, and 23. Not located on April 13, 16, and 22. There was
no paper published on Sunday, so April 7, 14, and 21 are eliminated.
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EGYPTIAN MUMMLES

Our limited room will not at present permit an extended description
of these remarkable‘post humous travelers who are now in this village;
but we cannot forbear céTiing upon those of our citizens who have not
seen these ancient specimens of humanity, to visit them before they are
removed, which we understand will be in 3 or 4 days. The exhibitor
permits as free an examination of them as 1s consistent with thelr
preservation. Specimens of the ancient method of writing on papyrus,
found with the mummies, as also shown by Mr. Chandler, whose intelligent
convr i sation adds much to the interest of the exhibition,

The collection 1s offered for sale by the proprietor.

Cleveland Advertiser

Thurs. March 26, 1835

on original - can't xerox
(too brittle) ;

Western Reserve Historical
Society, Cleveland

Another Humbug.--— We are credibly informed that the Mormons have
purchased, of Mr. Chandler, three of the Mummies which he recently ex-
hibited in this village; and that the prophet Joe has ascertained, by
examining the papyrus through his spectacles, that they are the bodles
of Joseph, (the son of Abraham,) and King Abimeleck and his daughter.’

With this shallow and contemptible story, Williams has commenced traveling
about the country, and will no doubt gull multitudes into a bellef of its
truth. Surely one half of the world are fools.

The Cleveland Whiy
August 5, 1835, page 1
. (Western Reserve Library)



! f' j Facsimile 1, part of the Book of Abraham, is included in
e ’ ‘this valuable find.

| Egyptian Papyri Rediscovered

By Jay M. Todd

Editorial Associate

® Perhaps no discovery in recent mem-
ory is expected lo arouse as much
widespread interest in the restored gos-
pel as is the recent discovery of some
Egyptian papyri. one of which is
known to have been used hy the
Prophet Joseph Smith in producing
the Book of Abraham.

The papyri, long thought to have
bheen burned in the Chicago fire of
1871, were presented {o the Chareh on
November 27, 1967, in New York Clity
by the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
more than a year after Dr. Aziz S.
Ativa, former director of the Univer
sity of Utah's Middle Fast Center, had
made  his  startitng  discovery  while
browsing through the New York mu-
seum's papyri collection.

Included in the collection of 11 man-

I A R I

uscripts  is  one  identified as the
original document from which Joseph
Smith obtained Facsimile 1, which .
prefaces the Book of Abraham in the ' ‘
Pearl of Great DPrice.  Accompanying
the manuseripts was a Jetter dated /
May 26, 1856, signed by both Emma
Smith Bidamon, widow of the Prophel
Joseph Smith, and their son, Joseph
Smith, altesting that the papyri had
been the property of the Prophet.
Some  of the pieces of  papyrus
apparently include conventional hiero-
plvphics (sacred inseriplions, resembl-
ing picture-drawing) and

hieratic (a

cursive  shorthand  version of  hiero- 25
plvphics)  Bgyptian funerary  texts, 8

. . . s
which were commonty  huried  with ¥

Fegyplian mummies, Often the funerary

texts  conlained  passages from the »




“Book of the IDead,” a book that was to
assist in the safe passage of the dead
person into the spirit world. It is not
known at this time whether the ten
other pieces of papyri have a direct
connection with the Book of Abraham.
It was also discovered that on the
backing of three of the manuscripts
(the backing was pasted to the fragile
manuscripts, apparently by the Proph-
et Joseph, to give them firm support)
are some jotlings, hand-drawn maps,
and apparent notations of townships,
all thought to be in the Prophet
Joseph Smith's handwriting. Their
importance or revelance has not yet
been ascertained but will be of intense
interest to Latter-day Saint historians.
The collection of manuscripls was
presented to President N, Eldon 'T'an-
_ner of the First Presidency by Thomas
P. G. Hoving. director of the Metro-
politan Muscum of Art, in an impres-
" sive ceremony held in the New York
* . museum and attended by worldwide
%" news agencies. After being displayed
] ln@il.he Church offices in Salt Lake

Dr. Aziz Atiya examines manuscripts in the room in which he found
the papyri and document signed by Emma Smith.

City, the manuscripts were turned
over to Dr. Hugh Nibley, scholar, lin-
graist at. Brigham Young University,
and contributing edilor of The Im-
provement Era, for further rescarch
and study.

"The story of the unusual manner in
which the Prophet Joseph Swmith ob-
tained the original papyri and four
Lzyptian mummies has been told olten
and is full of adventure and fascina-
tion. But of equal interest is the story
of Dr. Aziz S. Atiya's discovery of the
papyri in the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, which is best told in his own
words:

“I was wriling a book at the time,
one that I had staried while a profes-
sor of world Christianity and eastern
Christianity, and 1 went {o the Metro-
politan  Museum of Art looking for
documents, papyri, pictures, and illus-
trations to serve the book. Tt must
have bheen in the early spring ol 1966,
I really forget the date. My book was
ready for the press, and I was looking
for supplementary material.

cof documents so

Dr. Aziz Atiya, Dr. Joseph Noble, Dr. Thomas P. F. Hoving, President
Tanner compare Facsimile No. 1 with original.

“While I was in one of the dim
rooms where everything was brought
{o me, something caughl my eye, and
I asked one of the assistanis to take
me behind the bars into the storehouse
that I could look
some more.  While there 1 found a
file with these documents. I at once
recognized the picture part of it. When
I saw this picture, I knew that it had
appeared in the Pearl of Great Price.
I knew the general format of the pic-
ture.  This kind ol picture one can
find generally on other papyri. but
fhis particular one has special pecu-
liarities, For instance, the
fallen off, and 1 could sece
papyrus was stuck on
teenth contury paper. The head was
completed in pencil, apparently by
Joseph Smith, who must have had it
when that part fell off. e apparently
drew the head in his own hand on the
supplementary paper.  Also, the hands
of the mummy, raised as they are, and
the feg, raised as it is—usually the
mummies lie straight forward—are

head had
that the
paper,. nine-



very peculiar, This papyrus is Egyp-
tian, true enough, but what it stands
for, 1 really don't know.

“Now when I saw this, I began to
search further. I saw more pieces ol
papyri stacked together and suspected
that Providence had assisted. Another
document was found with these docu-
ments, signed by Joseph Smith's wife,
his son, and someone else, testifying
that these papyri were treasured and
owned by Joseph Smith.

“In 1918 a Mrs. Heusser came to the
museum and informed the officials
that she had some papyrus, but an
understanding was not reached until
1947. They were then acquired by
the museum, and then the museum
changed curators of Egyptian antiqui-
ties and the whole subject was for-
gotten.

“When I saw these documents, I
really was taken back. I know the
Mormon community, what it stands
for, its scripture, etc, apd I said at
once that these documents don’t be-
long here. 'They belong to the Mor-
mon Church. Well, of course, the
people in the museum are good friends
of mine, and I tried to tempt them into
ceding the documents to the Church.
I informed my good friend Taza
Peirce, who is execulive secretary of
the Salt Lake Council for International
Visitors, and we discussed the manner
in which I should acquaint the Mor-
mon community of the find. She sug-
gested 1 see President Tanner, and
she was the intermediary who arranged
and attended our f{irst two meelings.
Thereafter, T met diveclly with Proesi-
dent Tanner, who had said the Church
was very, very interested and would do
anything or pay any price for them.
Since that time, we worked quietly
on the possibility of their transference
to the Church.

“In these kinds of things, I never
push. 1 take my time. With some
kindly persuasions and discussions,
the museum ultimately put a memo-
randum on the subject to the board
of trustees of the museum. This took
along time to come to that step. 'The
Board discussed the matier at very
great length, greater length than you
might think, and in the end they
thought that since the musewm had
papyri of this nature in plenty, why
should they keep these documents
from the Church?

“When their generous decision was
made, it was telephoned to me by the
curator, and he wrole to me also. Then
we had a lull in the situation, because
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the curator had to go to Kgypt for a
month in order lo arrange final steps
for the transference to the Metropoli-
tan Museum of another ireasure, in
which 1 also had a hand. It concerns
a great temple that is being presented
by the Egyptian government to the
American nation in recognition of the
contributions America has made to-
ward the salvage of the Abyssinian
monuments.

“When the curator came back, he
reported very nicely about the subject
and said, ‘The decision has been
taken; your Mormon friends are go-
ing to get these papyri. So, you go
to your friends and the President of
the Church and make the necessary
arrangements for a ceremony.’

“Of course, President 'T'anner was
just as excited as I was. He reported
to President McKay, who was very
enthusiastic about the project also.
We then decided the way in which
the ceremony would be conducted.

“I felt very honored and very, very
pleased to be in the center of the
picture with such a distinguished per-
son as President Tanner and Mr.
Thomas P. G. Hoving, who is director
of the museum. He's a very important
man, as is his assistant and vice di-
rector, Dr. Joseph Noble. He's a very
fine man. All of them were there,
and to my surprise I found that the
papyri were prepared in a very fine
bhox for safekeeping.

“But during the morning of that day
I made it a point to go in at an early
hour, long before the mecling of these
magnales, in order to make sure that
the papyri were there—nol only the
papyri, because what s of importance
is the document that accompanied the
papyri. It was a faded thing, in nine-
teenth century hand. I found that
the museum had photographed it.
Well, of course, they had tried to
photograph it before, but it wouldn't
show because it was very faded blue
paper. Now they used infra-red and
ultra-violet photography to get the
text oul, so that now the photograph
is very much betier than the original,

“l was enchanted about the dis-
covery of the papyri, which had been
in the hands of Joseph Smith, but
the discoveries were not ended there.
On the morning of handing over the
papyri, I hegan looking them up and
down, up and down, and lo! I found
on the back of the paper on which the
papyri were glued writings and maps
and an enumeration of townships and
material of the highest value to Mor-

mon history, made, I think, by Joseph
Smith's own hand. 'Three of the backs
were full of notes and maps, which
have to be studied by the specialists. 1
am nol a specialist of that, but I have
an eye for original documents, and
these papyri documents are not fakes:
they are original Egyptian papyri of
a pre-Christian era.  'They could be
from 3000 m.C. to 300 B.C.—over 300
B.C., at any rate. That is my estimate.
The era will have to be decided by the
specialists.

“I know the kind of ink the Egyp-
tians used and the difference hetween
the genuine and the fake. Papyrus
writings were usually placed with the
mummy—npapyri of many kinds-——but
essentially the “Book of the Dead,”
which would give the mummy safe
passage lo the world beyond. The
papyri were sometimes colored. You
find papyri like this with blue, gold,
and red colors. This was not out of
the ordinary. With regard to the ink
used, it was generally made of soot
and glue, and that is why it was eter-
nal. I think these scrolls are written
in that kind of ink. Usually the priests
did  the writing—they were most
skilled. They used reed pens, and
had to sharpen the reed and split it
in the middle.

“The Egyptians had the papyrus
plant, and they used to split it into
thin lavers and put the layers criss-
cross on one another, pound them with
a wooden hammer, and then glue
them together. They cut them to suit
the purposes of the documents they
wanled to write,  Usually long strips
were used o make scrolls, and this
one was made in that fashion.

“In order lo protect the papyrus,
which becomes brittle with age—for
instance, the head of the person fell
off  simply because the papyrus
was Dbrittle—Joseph  Smith probably
thought that the hest thing for its
protection was to glue it on paper.
When 1 first discovered these docu-
ments, 1 was so excited about the
Egyptian writings that I did not look
on the back of the paper, but when 1
returned to the museum, I noticed
the writings on the back by Joseph
Smith. T'hese writings may not turn
out to be of very great importance;
however, any footnote one can get in
the restoration of Mormon history is
valuable.

“The exeiting part, which has proved
heyond doubt that this was the papyri
that was in Joseph Smith's hand, was
established by that document signed

Improvement Era



by his widow. When I saw that, I
had it transcribed and a copy type-
written to show to President Tanner.

“Do you know that this discovery
appeared in the Egyptian press on
the day following the ceremony? On
the first page of the most important
paper! You would be surprised at the
attention that was given to this dis-
covery, and apparently the Egyptians
were very pleased about the revealing
of these documents. I consider it a
great honor to have been able to
make this discovery. Great discoveries
are always accidental, and this one
was as accidental as any discovery I
have made—and probably more excit-
ing than all of them. It was an honor
to have been able to persuade such an
august body as the Metropolitan
Museum to present it to another body
as august as the Mormon Church. I
feel flattered to have been able to do
what T did.”

The fact that Dr. Atiya made the
discovery and so energetically attests
to the manuscript’s authenticity as
that which Joseph Smith used in part
in the transiation of the Book of
Abraham is of no little importance.
Dr. Atiya is a world-recognized
scholar and researcher of Egyptian
and Arabic manuscripts. He was in-
strumental in building the University
of Utah’s Middle East Library to what
has been called “perhaps the finest in
its [ield in America.” (The library,
named for Dr. Atiya, was previously
rcgarded as one of the five [inest in
the U.S.) He is one of three Distin-
guished Professors at the university.
He is well-regarded for his leclures
and wrilings while at the universities
of Michigan, Columbia, Princeton,
Liverpool, London, Bonn, Zurich, Cairo,
and Alexandria. He is the author of
approximately 20 volumes and about
50 monograph articles.

But of lasting importance are his
writings on the Crusades of the Middle
Ages and his studies and writings of
his own Orthodox Coptic religion. He
is also the founder of the Institute of
Coptic Studies in Cairo. In cssence,
he is a well-recognized fellow among
the worldwide communitly of scholars.

It could as well be said of Dr.
Atiya’s discovery as that which Parley
P. Pratt said of Joseph's reception of
LEgyptian mummies and papyrus in
the first place: “Singular is the provi-
dence by which this ancient record fell
into the hands of the servant of the
Lotd, Joseph Smith.”

Indeed, the story of how dJoseph
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Smith received the papyri is very
fascinating, one seemingly filled with
providential direction. Some of the
details are still clouded, although new
rescarch each year scems to divulge
additional bits of information, but the
principle points of the episode are in
general agreement: Napoleon's 1798-
99 conquest of Egypt turned the
world’s attention toward the land of
pharaohs, and Egypt was soon over-
run with both scientific expeditions
and robbers of catacombs and ancient
burial sites. One of those early ad-
venturers interested in Fgyptian an-
tiquilies was a Piedmontese named
Antonio Lebolo, who worked as an
apent for one of the powerful antliquity
harons of the day, Bernardino Drovet-
ti. While in Egypt during what now
appears lo be at least as early as 1817,
Lebolo obtained a license o enter the
catacombs in Thebes, Egypi. He dis-
covered a pit tomb near a place called
Gurneh, near Thebes, and found
many mummies therein. He turned
the hest of them over to Drovetti but
managed to keep some for himself. e
later lelt Iigypt en route to France
via Trieste with some mummies, 11 of
which eventually reached America.

While on the island of Trieste he
became ill and died. This is believed
to have been in 1823. It has long been
presumed that the mummies Joseph
Smith eventually received were from
L.ebolo’s find, and that Lebolo willed
them to Michael H. Chandler. who has
been presumed to have been l.eholo's
nephew. Buf some present-day scholars
question  Chandler's  relationship  to
Lebolo.  As carly as 1885 N. L. Nel-
son, in an address al Brigham Young
Academy at Provo, said that Chandler
received the mummies from an “Eng-
lish Minister Plenipotentiary.” Such a
person might have been Henry Salt,
a famous representative of the crown
in Fgypt, who died in 1827. At
any event, Chandler apparently was
thought to be in Ireland, and the
mummies were apparently sent to Ire-
land via London. Chandler's friends re-
directed the mummies to America,
where Chandler was living in Phila-
delphia.  The mummies eventually
arrived at the New York City custom-
house.

Scholars have observed that it seems
nothing short of miraculous that the
mummies and their important records
should have safely navigated through
the rough waters of antliquily barons,
catacomb  plunderers, dishonest and
rival agents in search of mummies, to

eventually find safe port in the New
York harbor.

In April 1833 Michael H. Chandler
paid the customs duties, took posses-
sion of the 11 mummies, and opened
them. He was disappointed in not
finding jewels or something of great
monetary value, but he did find sev-
eral rolls of papyrus. Providence
seemingly once more enlered the
story, for while yet in the custom-
house, Chandler was informed that
there was no man in the city who
could translate the scrolls, “but was
referred, by the same gentleman (a
stranger), to Mr. Joseph Smith, Jr.,
who, confinued he, possesses some kind
of power or gifls, by which he had
previously translated similar char-
acfers.”

It was more than two years later,
on July 3, 1835, that Chandler met
the Prophet Joseph., During those
vears Chandler had exhibited for a
nominal charge the mummies and
even sold seven of them to private
museums.

According to James R. Clark, a per-
sistent and intetligent student of the
history of our Pearl of Great Price,
apparently  a Benjamin Bullock of
Moirie. New York, a nonmember but
a relative of Heber C. Kimball, had
heard of Joseph Smith, and when
Bullock met Chandler. he offered to
take him more than 250 miles by
wagon to Kirtland, Ohio, to meet the
Prophet.

(An interesting sidelight is that as
a result of Bullock's visit to Kirtland,
he returned to his home greatly im-
pressed with Joseph Smith. He took
with him a copy of the Book of Mor-
mon.  After he and his wife read it,
they moved west to be with the
Church.)

When they reached Kirtland, Mr.
Chandler asked the Prophet Joseph if
he had the power {o translate the
serolls, and Joseph replied that he
had. 'The Prophet records that he gave
Chandler an interpretation of some of.
the material on the scrolls.

Mr. Chandler was so impressed that
he wrote a certiflicate testifying of
Joseph Smith's “deciphering the an-
cient  Egvptian  hieroglyphic  char-
aclers” "to correspond in the most
minute mallers”™  with  that  which
Chandler had learned from “the most
learned.”

The Prophet records in his Docu.
mentary History of the Church (Vol.
2, page 236): “Soon after this. some
of the Saints at Kirtland purchased
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the mummies and papyrus, a descrip-

tion of which will appear hereafter,
and with W. W. Phelps and Oliver
Cowdery as scribes, I commenced the
translation of some of the characters
or hierglyphics, and much to our joy
found that one of the rolls contained
the writings of Abraham, another the
writings of Joseph of Egypt, etc.—a
more full account of which will ap-
pear in iis place, as I proceed to
examine or unfold them.”

Concerning the four mummies, the
Prophet generally admitted that he
did not know who the mummies were,
although some secondary sources later
reported that the Prophet identi-
fied them as a pharaoh, a queen, a
princess, and a slave. 'The rolls of
papyrus are known to have been with
one of the female mummies. Concern-
ing the rolls, it has been surmised
that apparently they were original
records or copies of original records
made by Abraham and his grandson
Joseph, and written upon by succeed-
ing record keepers and pharaohs over
several thousand years’ duration.

The result is well-known to Latter-
day Saints. The Prophet interproted
some of the writings on the scrolls,
and this interpretation and facsimiles
1, 2, and 3 make up our present Book
of Abraham. Soma-present-day schol-
axs_think that part of the papyri that.
Joseph had in his possession con-
lained an actual primer in the TEV]-
tian alphabet and grammar préevistisly
prepared by its ancient authors Tor
ihe henelit of future translators. If'is
also known that the Prophet prom-
ised “further extracts from the Book
of Abraham” than those writings that
we already have, but martyrdom cut
short his publication of new materials.
(John Taylor. Times and
Feb. 1843.))

At any rate, alter the martyrdom
of the Prophet, the mummics and
manuscripts furned  over (o
Joseph's mother, Lucy Mack Smith.
At her death in May 1855, the mum-
mies and manusceripls were kept by

Smith with whom
Fouey Nack Smith lived the two years
previous {o her death. Fmma Smith
Bid:unon was the Prophet’s widow and
haed

Seasons.

were

Bidamon,

Fimma

Bidamon.
Shortly after one yvear of holding the

sinee maerted T, O

muminies  and  manuascripls,  Fmma
sobd them to a Mro AL Coomhs.

It was this letter of sales to Nr. AL
Coombe, =igned by Fmma Smith Bida-
mon and dated May 26, 1856, in addi-
tion to the 11 picces of papyri, that
was found by Dr. Atiya. The letter
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“H“Chicago

reads: “This cerlifies that we have
sold to Mr. A. Combs four Egyptian
Mummies with the records of them.
This mummies were obtained from the
catacoms of Egypt sixty feet below the
surface of the Earth. by the antiquari-
tan society of Paris & forwarded to
New York & purchased by the Mor-
mon Prophet Joseph Smith at the
price of twenty four hundred dollars
in the year eighteen hundred thirty
{ive they were highly prized by Mr.
Smith on accounl of the importance
which attached to the record which
were accidenlaly found enclosed in
the breast of one of the Muinmies.
From translations by Mr. Smith of
the Records. these Mummices were
found {o be the lamily of Phara King
of Egypt. they were kept exclusively by
Mr. Smith until his death & since by
the Mother of Mr. Smith notwith-
standing we have had repeated offers
to purchase which have invariably
refused until ber death which
occurred on the fourteenth day of
May last.” Signed: “I.. C. Bidamon,
Emma Bidamon, Joseph Smith [her
son}. Nauvoo, Hancock Co. 1}, May
26."

The next account, of the mummies
appears in the 1859 “St. Louis Mu-
seum Catalogue” and then in the 1863
Museum Catalogue,” page
42, in which are described two mum-
mies that were “kept by the Prophet's
mother until his death, when the heirs
sold them, and were shorlly alter
purchased for the Museum.”

A great fire destroyed much of Chi-
cago in 1871, and it had been presumed

heen

that the mummies and manuscripts
were burned in that fire, even though
the 1866, 1859, and 1863 catalogues do
not give any information about the two
other mummies or the manuscripts.
Information on the two other mum-
mies and the rest of the papyri manu-
seripts used by the Prophet may yet
come forth in some future day.

The collection recently found by
Dr. Atiya first came to the attention
of the New York Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art in 1918. Apparently Mr.
A. Coombs had not disposed of all
his purchases made from Emma Smith
Bidamon, because in 1918 a Mes. Alice
C. Heusser of Brooklyn, New York,
took the recently discovered papyri
and document signed by Emma Smith
to the Metropolitan Muscum for
evaluation.  Mrs. Heusser was a
daughter of the housekeeper of Mr.
A. Coombs. But the museum did not

buy the collection of papyri until
Edward Heusser, hushand of Alice,

finally sold them to the museum in
1947.  'T'he papyri have been in the
muscum’s files since that time.
T'hus, the stage was set for the re-
markable discovery of Dr.  Atiya.
These pieces of papyrus, only part of
the ones Joseph Smith had in his
possession, are now back in the hands
of the Church. They are a remark-
ably powerful and tangible testimony
to the truthfulness of the Prophet’s
clear and simply told story that he had
in his hands some original papyri
documents, some of which he used in
producing the Book of Abraham in the
Pearl of Great Price. o)

The official presentation ceremonies in New York in which President Tanner accepted
papyri from Dr. Thomas P. F. Hoving.
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