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Flugh W. Nibley

e ¥

Fhe Celestial Environnsent

Brigham Youny is one of the few men in history who
could clatm the privilege of personatly occupying, sciling,
and placing the stamyp of his own personality on a farge part
of the carth’s surface. Tie founded a handred conununities
over hundreds of thousands of square miles of the continent,

and alter over a century they are still in existence, some of
theny, in those places where the bulidozer and chain saw have
not yet completed their devastation, still bearing visibly the
marks of his genius. Por Brigham was keenly aware of his
unigue opportunity to lay the foundations of a new civiliza-
tion and of the awful responsibility that weighed upon any-
one who presumed to alter the face of nature and create an
environment in which generations yet unhorn would be
obliged to live.

It does not often fall to the ot of mortai men 1o set
foot, let alone to serele, mnoa fand as fair and undefiled as in
the morning of Creation, but that part of the workd into
which Brigham Youag finally led the Mormons was such a
fations of Zion

fard. Tt was their privilege to fay the foundat
1
I

in a region of the globe that man had not visibly altered or
defiled, amid scenes of rare and starding beauty in a {resh
and unspoiled world, “You ar: here commencing anew,”
Lie told the people. "The soil, the air, the water are ali pure
and heatthy. Do not suffer them to become polluted with
wickedness. Strive to preserve the elements from being con-
taminated by the filthy wicked conduct and sayings of those
who pervert the intelligence God has bestowed upon the hu-



Ctary of God

sman family.” (8:79:60.)" For Brigham, morat and physical
cieanliness ard pollution are no more to be separated than
mind and body: "Keep your valley pure, keep onr towns as
pure as you possibly can, keep your hearts pure, and labor
what you can consistently, but not so as to injure yourselves.
Be faithful in your veligion. Be full of Tove and kindness to-

Is cach other.” (8:80:60.) There is nothing mysterions

Warc
or abstruse  this identifying of the defifement of man with
the defdement of nature. A Latter-day Saint astronomer has
recently written, “Pollution and environmental deterioration
are primarily moral and spreicual probleims, rather than prob-
lems of technology.”

Atoa ume when “free as air” signified that a thing
was of nepgligible worth, Brigham Young was insisting that
the greatest physical asser the Saints possessed and one they
should treasare wost highly was pure air. “What constitutes
healch, wealdh, joy and peace? In the fivst phlice, good pure
atr 1 the greatest sustainer of animal hfe.” (MS 22:748:60.)°
“The Lord blesses the land, the ate and the water where the
Saints are permitted to dive.” (10:222:63.) “We have the
sweet mountain air, and a healthy country. ... What kind
of air did you breathe, who lived in cleven, twelve, and
fourtcen story houses in your native country?” (1:78:53.)
“Speaking of the elements and the creation of God, in their
nature they are pure as the heavens.” (8:341:61.) But since
the earth is a piace of testing, “every faculty bestowed vpon
man is subject to contamination—-subject to be diverted from
the purpose the Creator designed 1t to Gl (6:94:57) 5 and
it is so with all things in this world.  Accordingly, “ihe
strength, power, beauty, and glory that once adorned the
form and constitution of man have vanished away before the
blightng influences of inordinate appetite and love of this
world.” (12:118:67.) "The pressure is always on: "Our ene-

Wnless  otherwise indicated, yeferences given heveafter are frow the
Journal of Diccourses. The fist vwonber indicates the volume, the second the
page, and the third the year of excerpt,

CACBD Mondson in New ra 169 (1971).

TMS indicates the Millennial Star, with volume, page, and year following.
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mies .. .owould fike 1o see society 1 Utahy polluted,
civilizatien introduced; but it would be a woje}fu
the Ysrach of God, if such ¢fforts were to be successful” (MS
27:2051:65.)

Why should the enemy seek 1o potlute? There was an
cniy Christian teaching, reported by Fusebius, that the evil
spirits, being forever deprived of p’wum.z! baodies, constantly
20O about in the world )C.‘u\)t?‘»}\’ \(l)(l*l}' to defiie and corrupt
such bodies, glorying in foulness and putrefaction as they

' . . T ' [ ) »
“move about in thick, polluted aie,” and make charnel howses

1 N N :
and ;::u“;,:\(;‘ dumps their favorite haunts, unul the carth
. ; - 1 s 7S
cries out: “Wo, wo is me, the mother of men. ... Wien shall
1 - o1
I rest, and §w: cleansed from the filihiness which is gone forth

out 0{ me?” (Moses 7:48.) Once in reply to that cry a vast
outpouring of waters purged the carth, quite lirerally, of
s filthiness

Tt was an awesome task that the Mormons were under-
taking tn laying the foundations of Zion; it meant preparing
a {1t habitation for the Saints, an environment and an ccon-
omy stable cnough to fast a thousand years, a scuting
worthy to receive and entertain the visits of heavenly beings,
a ph

call

a moment Lo Hun\f! o the work with per {ut u).nmf”u‘c

ce that in ume the Lord himself would be pleased 1o

. - o
vis persanent home! Yet Brighao did not hesitate for

!
1,
and astoundi Ny clan-—before the Saines had been i the val-
ey a single day, ditches, ficlds, and streets had been laid out
and the water was x‘unnin); o ;;:li\iwn ;mtch('x‘.

Observers of the work that followed often renmarked
vith awe that Brother Brigham seemed to know exactly what
he was doing all the time. Tle did know, for this master
butider and craftsman had been given the most perfect of
miodels to work with, nothing dess than the heavenly order as
revealed to the Prophet Joseph, “We are trying to be the im-
age of those who live in heaven; we are trying to patcern after
them, to look like them, to walk and talk fike them, o deal

1lnsebius, Pracparatio Evangelica 5:2 (in Migme, Patrol. Craee, 21:313)
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s i..(:lu and U\Hm up tne klﬂj"(l’ m «)f HeaAven as i

x

ey heve
done.” (9:170:62.) Yes, but what is heaven rc:x lHy like? We

know that oo, according to Joseph I, Smith, a disciple of

<

‘o : .

Brigham; for that we have only to look about us: “Feaven
1

was the pretotype of this beautiful creation when it came

2 20
from the hand of the Creator and was proncunced ‘good.”

(23:175:82.3
When Dr. Morrison, the astronomer, compares this e arth

3

to “an exquisitely equipped spaceship” on which cvery bu-
man want has been anticipated and provided for* he m,; hie
be paraphrasing the scriptures that tell us that this carth has
been prepared with “ail things .. . made {or the benefit and
the use of man, U(\Lh 1 pic.m‘ the eye and to gladden the
heart; yea, for ;(m(’x and for ravment, for taste md for smetl,
to strengthen the body and to enliven the soul.” (D&C 59:
18-19.) Or as Brigham Youny puts i, “All the creations are
Flis worl, and they are for i lis glory and for the benefit of
the chii fxcn of men; and all things are put into the possession
of man for his comfort, inaprovement and consolation, and
for his health, wealth, beauty and excellency.” (13:151:69.)

Plis words of a hundred years ago strongly suggest the

Yy
/
)
!
it

image of the spaceship today: "ihe earth is very good in and
of itseif, and has abided a cclestial law; consequently, we
<hould not despise it, nor desire to leave it, but rather desire
and strive to obey the same law that the earth abides.”
(2:302-3:55.) “Our business is not merely o prepare Lo £o
to another planet. This is ocur home.”” (8:297:60.) “We are
for the kingdom of God, and are not going to the moen, nor
to any other planet pertaining to this solar system. . .. This
carth is the home he has prepared for us, and we are to pre-
pare ourselves and our habitations for the celestial glory in
store for the faithfol” (8:293-94:60.)

But 1f the worlk has already been done, all the physical
arrangement completed and the vessel a model of perfection
at the time we set foot on the deck, what remains for us to

SMorrison, P 85; Joseph Ficlding Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Suelth {Salt Lske City: Deseret Book Co., XO?U), p. 248,

1
i
1
3
H
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according to Brigham, cxamining the structure with care
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hatis for us 1o

1

. . T . s .
S'(H(g‘/'ll‘.‘&: its nature :11‘:(1 ;V)SSIDR}HECS Z‘JCUC‘JiOUSl)’, Cronsiaenng
o
H

3 befor lav about ih oeu
Wi D([f)l‘\_' we iay about us wilh sun,

} ire, and plow. "It
one of the most happifying subjccts that can be named, for
a person, or peeple, to have the privilege of gaining wisdom
cnough while in their mortal tabernacle oL L and understand
the design of the Great Maker -7 this beantiful creation.”
(t:111:53.) “Field and mountains, trees and fowers, and ali
that fy, swim, or move upon the ground are lessons {or study
in the great school of our Teavenly Father, in what 15 before
us in ;f,nu(l books and 10 the preaier ini)()m[m‘y of nature.”
the carth still retained its paradisiacal glory, we would
be justified in asking, “What do we do now?”  Bur hat
giory has departed, and the first step in the rebuilding
Zion s to help bring it back. “Who placed the dark
tain of sin upon this {air creation? Man. Who but man
shall remove the foul blot, and restore all things to their
primeval purity and innocence? ['That is a large order, an
immpossible assignment, and Brigham admits it.] But can he
do this independent of heavenly aid? IHe cannor. o aid
himcin this work heavenly grace is here” (10:361:64.) Tor-
tunately it is God’s work, in which he allows ws to participate.
“The greatest acts of the mighty men,” said Joseph Smith,
have been disastrous. “Before them the carth was o ~aradise,
and behind dhem a desolate wilderness. . .. The desipns of
God, on dhe other hand” are that “the earch shall yield its
inerease, resume its paradisean glory, and become as the gar-

den of the Tord” Yo is a clear-cut and fundamental doc-

trine: “We believe .. . that Christ will reign personally upon
the carth; and, that the earth will be renewed and receive

'

its paradisiacal glory.” (Tenth Article of Faith.) That, how-
ever, according to the same Article of Faith, will be the last
step of five in the reh-bilitation of the earth, and according
to Brigham Young, it was to be a feng hard pull: “Not many
generations will pass away before the days of man will again



return. But it will take generattons to eniredy eradicate the
influences of deleterious substances. This 1 be done before
influences of deleterious substances. "Fivs must be done betore
we can attain our paradaical [sic] state” (8:64:60.)

But what about eternal progression? s the best we can
hope for a reversion to the primordial state of the earth? Man

11
{and leaves

is not an intangible Aciels he walks with solid treac
his muark on everything he touches. God 1s quite aware of
that he planned i that way: “Behold, the Lord hath creae
e the earth that i should be inhabited; and he hath created
his children that they shoukd possess 1677 (1 Neo 17:36.)

No one appreciated this better than the supremely solid
and practical Brigham Younp.,  Aloong with a deep -seated
reverence for God’s establishiment, be had a New Fogland
Yankee's passion for “improvement.” “What is this work?”
he asks. “"The improvement of the condition of the human
family. This work must continue until the people who live on
this carth are prepared to receive our coming Lord.”™ (i9:46:
77.) Day by day the prophet never tired in giving foll and
explicit instructions on just what the people should do 1o
Hnprove:

There is a geeat work for the Saints to do. Progress, and tmprove
tpor, and make beautifnl everything around you. Cuitivate the carth and
cultivate your minds. Build cities, adorn your habitations, muake pardens,
orchards, and vineyards, and render the carth so pleasant that when you
ook upon your libours you may do so with pleasure, and that anpels
may delight to come and visit your beavtiful locations.” (8:83:60.)

or Brigham, improvement meant “to build in strength
and stability, to beautily, to adorn, to embellish, to delighe,
and to cast z"x‘:i};mncc over the Tlouse of the !,m‘d; with
sweet instruments of music and melody.” (MS 16:86:48.)

Specificatly, the one way nmuan can leave his mark on the
face of nature without damage is to plant, and President
Wounyg ceaselessly counseled his people to do as Adam was
commanded to doin Eden-—when he dressed and tended the
garden: Our work is “to beautify the face of the carth, unul
it shall become like the Garden of Eden™ (1:345:53.) “The
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dwell upon 1”7 (9:168:62.)

Where men cannot {oresee the distant eflects of heir
actions on the environment because of the vastly comphi
cated interrelationships of the balance of nature, what rale
of actien shall they follow? Brigham was never in doubt:
the one sure puide for him was the feching Lor beauty; he
kaew with Phuo diat the pood, rhe crue, and the beautiful
are the samae; tha what fools and Teels and sounds and tastes
zood is to that degree sound, useful, and vrustworthy: “You
watch your own feelings when you hear delighclud sounds ..
or when you see anything beaualful. Ave those feelings pro-
ductive of misery? No, they produece happiness, peace, and
joy.” (12:314:68.) We can trust such feelings, for “every
flower, shrub, and tree to beautily, and o gratify the taste
and smelll and every sensation that gives man joy and {elicity
are for the Saints who receive them from the Most Fhight”
(9:244:62.) "Who gave the lower anials 2 love for those

¢ o i1l . - - y
SWeUL *;o\lmf\;, WHICH wilh magic powey {ill the air wit

mony, and cheer and comfort the hearts of men, and <o won-
gerfully affece the brute creation? it was the Lord, our
Heavenly Father, who gave the capacity to enjoy these sounds,
and which we ought to do in His name, and to 1lis glory.”
(1:48:52.)

To the objection that some people have atrocious taste,
Brigham has the answer. 1 taste, ke mind and muscle,
is 2 thing we are born with, it is no less a thing that we are
under sacred obligation to cultivate and train properly. We
enjoy because we have sensibility. Promote this scasibility,
seeic to et more and more knowledge, more wisdom, and
more understanding. .. This will give us greater sensibility,
and we shail know how to <:ni()y, and how to endure. | say,
if you want to cnjoy exquisitely, become a Latcer-day Saint
and then live the doctrine of Jesus Christ.”” (18:246-47:74.)
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Faste can be cultivated and so must be: “Let us . . . show

to the world that we have talent and taste, and prove 1o the

Licavens that our minds are set on beauty and true excellenee,

so that we can become worthy to enjoy the society of angels.”
(11:365:67.)

feas through “greater seasibility

.

a

L5

that we both enjoy
and (‘mfm‘c, for the n;‘r;\l‘(la:i:lti()ll G lv(xnny is n()!hin;; fess
than the key 1o survival, Nature has so provided that we
actually enjoy most doing and sensing the very things most
conducive to our survival; we delipht in performing the most
vital functions of Hfe, and so simply by enjoying ourselves,
we buitdd up more formidabie defenscs against the powers
of destruction than any accumuhition of scientific data or
fearned admonition could provide. We car fong before we
are i danger of dving of hunger and drink Jong before
reaching a critical stage of dehydration, sumply because we
enjoy eating and drinking. 1 we ate, drank, breathed, and
slept only when persuaded by irrefutable scientific demon-
stration that if we did not do those things we would die, we
would 5ot be Tong for this world. So it is i all things, and
creatures as weak and valnerable as man must cultivate a
salutary sease of what is lovely and desirable and what s
wrong and threatening, a feeling thae hits them long before
they can tell just why a thing is 1o be welconed or dreaded.

“When the Spirit of revelation {rom God inspires a man,
his mind is opened to behold the beauty, order, and glory of
the creation of this carth.” Tlow does such a one react when
“a man says, ‘T am going to nmake fron, and T will have the
credit of making the firse iron in the Territory” 7?2 e can
only feel that “the beaunty and glory of this Kind of pro-
ceeding is the blackest of darkness, and its comeliness as de-
formity.” (9:256-57:62.) Why so? Without being able to
teli exactly why, we take mmmediate offense at such state-
ments, made by men in high positions, as T do ndt believe in
conservation for conscrvation’s sake,” or “I do not believe in
clean water for the sake of clean water.” But we soon learn
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that our shocked first reaction s a h(‘,:'.il}ly Qne; when the
forest is reduced to the now proverbial one redwood, it is
too fare. What prevents such a catastrophe is not the fogic

of survival but the feclings of wronpness. "Are you not dis-
satisfied)” asks sz;*lwm Young, “and is there not bitterness

in your feelings, the moment you find a kanyon put in the
possession of an individual, and power pgiven unto him 10
controb the timber, wood, rock, grass, andd, in short, alb s
Cacilivies? Does there not something start up dn your breas

¢ L | - o
that causes you to feel very uncomfortabie?” (1:210:52.)

Brigham does not apologize for bus feelings; the Puritan cthue,
which he knew and despised so well, would salve its con-
scicnice by putting virtue on the side of the cash box and
making a preat show of abstenmiousness not {frow greed but
from the deliphts that God means us to have: "But the
greater portion of the sectarian world consider 1t sacrilege
o give way to any such pleasure as even to Listen o sweet
music, much more to dance o its delightfal steamns™ (1:48
The voice of revelation has told the Saints, however,
where to put their priorities: “And out of the ground made
i the Tord God, to grow every tree, naturally, that s pleasant
to the sight of man; and man co nH behoid it (Moses 3:9.)
Trees were made i the first instance to he looked at and
enjoyed; we are aware of that before rescarch and experience
show our intuition to be qml(’ sound-—but t]lc f(C;xm {or
heauty must come first if we are to survive

Use Al Gently

Y ! AALLEE LD,

- X Tt behooves us as fortunnte visitors in thie I\xm' 5 »p:l};lCC
&K o behave circumspectly, to ook and admire, dam iape noth-
‘(VJ‘ i, takee nothing with us, and feave everything as nearly as
possible as we found it Restraint is the watchword 1o deal-

ing with God’s earth: The products of the earth are "o please

the eye [ that always comes first!] and to pladden the heart;

yea, ?o;‘ food and for raiment, for taste and for smetl . L . o

be used with judgment, not to excess netther by extoriion.”

Creo, 214
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(D&C 59:18-20.) We may neither waste nor cxph)i, what
we {ind around us; Webster defines exforfion as “undue exac-
tions specifically, an oppression by color of right.” We have
aripht 1o take what we need, but when we would extend dha
right 1o justify takang things we do not seed, that i extor-
tion, and is cxpressly forbidden: “Itis our privilege and our
duty,” says Brigham Young, “to scarch ail things upon the

{ace of the carth, and fean what theee is for man to enjoy,

{
what God has ordained for the benefic and happiness of man
kind, :md then make wse of 1t without sinning against hiny”
(9:243:62.) Sinning against him? “leis not our privilege 1o
waste tizc Lord’s substance.” (11:126:65.)

For “whatever you have, it is the Lord’s. You own noth-
i, 1 own nothing, ... fhe Lord has pliced what 1 have
in my hands, to sce what I will do with ie ... 1 have neither
wife nor child, no wives and children; t}:ffy are only com-
mitted to me, o see how Uwill trear them, T T am faichful,
the 'in,c will come when the 'y will be ywan to me.’ (l 11298
64.) ‘Vhe same apphics 1o the world of nature, which we vim
h()i(! in trust: “Not oue particle of alt that comprises this vast
creation of God is our own. Bverything we have has been
hestowed upon us for our action, to see what we would do
with it—=whether we would use it for eternal Tife and exalia-
tion, or for eternal death and degradation.” (8:67:60.) We
aie l)(%in{x; tested 1o demonstrate 1o the ht'.’lvcns, to <)u,'sclvcs,
and 1o our fcilows jU‘;i how we would treat the thinpf; of a
glorious and beantiful world if they were given (o us as our
Very Owil

Those who insist on “chinging to the carth” as if
they owned it have forever disqualificd  themselves from
veceiving hereafter the mandater “There s a vast cternity
stretched out before you; now organize as you will” (8:
341:610) We are 71\(0(3 in the position of a lover who is en-
gaged o be m;\;'ru‘d; if he cannot wait until he is properly
wed, or if he displays an arrogant and brutal nature toward
his promised bride, then the wedding had best be catied of f—
he is not worthy of the prize.
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We should love the earth)” says Brigham. "We shouia

fove the works which God has made. This s correct; but we
should love them in the Lord” (11:112:65.) We should ook
forward toa time when thisearth “will be given (o the Sainty,
when they and i are sanceilied and glorified, and brought
back into the presence of the Fathee and the Son™ (15:127:
72 But that time is not ye; the question 1s, Can we wait?
Why do wien set their hearts wpon then in their preseat
organized state? Why not lay o sure foundation to control
themt hereafter?” (1:272:53.)

We may enjoy these things in anticipation, bot in doing
so we must display the spirte that shows we can be trusted:

ey

Peis the privitege of the Saints to enjoy every good thing, for

£,
the carth and 1ts fulness belong to the Lord, and be has prom-
ssed all to fus fatthfu! Satnts: but 1c must be enjoyed without
[the ] spitic of covetousness and selfishuess.”” (8:82:60.) That
is where all buta few fail the tests “The carth s organized for
4 glorious resurrection, and fife and death are set before the
neople, true riches and false riches; and the whole world are
gonie after the {alse riches” (1:274:53)

To honor God’s creation is a high moral princinle w
Bripham Young. irst, because it s God’s wonder{ul work
and bears his mark upon i, and man, try as he will, is in no
posttion to mmprove on it. “Man’s machinery makes things
alike; God’s machinery gives to things which appear alike
a pleasing difference. o0 Endless variety is stunped upon
the works of God’s hand. "There are no two productions of
nature, whether animal, vegetable, or mineral, that are exace-
[y atike [ INUBL when you've seen one, you have nof seen them
Al and all are crowoed with a degree of polish and per-
fection that cannot be obtained by ignorant man in his most
exquisite mechanical productions.” (9:369-70:62.)

Frankly, Brigham was not much impressed by “prog-
ress”: ““The civilized nations know how to make machinery,
put up telegraph wires, &e., &c; and in nearly

afl branches
they are trying to cheat each other, ... they have |

ween cheat
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ing themselves for the E;OM(‘:\ };()(}w'(}‘.c Mamnion of this
world,” (M8 22:741:60.) They think it wonderful to “dwell
amid the whirl of mental and phyxi(:li (:m'l'};ics, C()nf;mmly
taxed to their urmost tension in the selfish, unsatisiving and
frenzied quest of worldly emolument, fame, power, and
maddening draughts {rom the syren cup of pleasure” (MS
20:218:57.) Having “obtained the promise that he should be
father of Bves, in comparison with this, what did Abraham
care about machinery, railroads, and other preat mechanical
productions?” (8:63:68.)

In the second place, we should use extreme restraing,
because it is immoral and foolish to destroy what we cannot
replace. As Joseph Fo Smuth, Brigham Young’s disciple, was
wont to quote: ““Take not away the life you cannot give,
For all things have an equal right to live”” "Did you ever
organize a tree, pold, silver, or any other kind of metal, or
any other natural production? No, you have not yet attained
to that power, and it will be ages before you do. Who owns
all the elements with which we are commanded and permitted
to operate? The Lord, and we are stewards over them.” (4:
249:56.) By their own mantpulations and sophisteics, mien get
fegal authority to destroy what they will of nature, but
Brigham Young believed that “a man has no right to prop-
erty, which, according to the laws of the land, legally be-
longs to him, if he does not want to use it . . . o do good
to himsell and his fellow-man.” (1:252:53))

Not only have we no right to rifle the treasury that God
has Izid up {or coming generations on the earthy, but we can
never justify such plunder on the plea of necessity, I we
have our hundreds or thousands we may foster the idea that

. 1 f . .
W h;!VC H()dllﬂg more than we HC(.‘(]; nut SUCi\ a nation s

N

entirely erroncous, for our real wants are very limited. What

)

. , .
do we absolutely necd? 1 possess everythiing on the face of the
carth that T need, as T appear before you on this stand. .. 0]

have everything that a man needs or can enjoy if he owned
fCospel Daoctrine (lSnH Lake City: Descret Book Company) 1:371-72
{ Mcelehizedek Priesthood manual, 1070-71).
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the whole world, T T were th > king of the carth 1 eould enjoy

no more.”” (MS 32:818-19:70.) "When you have that you
wish 1o cat and sufficient ¢ iothm” to make you comfortable
you have all that you need; thave all that T need” (13:302
70.) T do not desire to keep a particle of my property, ex
cept enough to protect me from a state of nudity.” (4:55:
56.)

Paradoxically, we are learoing to live without thiogs so
that we can learn to live with things. God wants us o "han
dle the gold and sitver of the whele carth without having a
desive for it, only as o means with which o gather fsracl)
redeent Zion, subdue and beautify the carth, and bring all
things in readiness to live with God in heaven” (3:160:55))
As long as we po on accumulating stall in this life, we are
pf’lyin" the devil’s gatne, for “there s no such {§1in;; as 2
man being truly rich unul e has power over deadhy, hell, ihe
grave, and hinv that hath the power of dczuh, which is the
devil.” (1:271:53) We will have a right to do as we please
with our own only “when we can ‘»‘PC’J"( to the carth-to the
native efements in boundiess <pncc, and say to them—"Be ye

()l}w‘lt‘)/ ({ 3 Hl pf;mu:d 51(‘{‘(3 Or (zl('!'C, I'(H(! Sii‘x)’ IH‘.{IK i COM-

mand you henee”” (1:269:53.)

St Is Waste

i H;ﬁ..am Young had a Yankee passion also {or thrift, but
¢ rested onoa geacrous respect (Ux' the worth of ﬂnng;x and
not on a niggardly desire 1o possess them. When he says, '}
do not koow thae, during thirty years pase, | have worn a
coat, hat, or garment of any kind, or owned a horse, carriase,
&ec., but what | asked the Tord \\'ixcmc I deserved 1t or not
~Shail Tuse this? Is it mine to use, or not?” (8:343:61), be
is L)\PM‘”-H‘}' 1 i

o

highest degree of human concern and re-

he
sponsibility. “1f T have horses, oxen, and possessions, they
are the Lord’s and not mine; and all T ask is for him to tell
me what to do with them.” (6:46:57.) “Without the Spirit

of the Lord Jesus Christ, we cannot enjoy the good things of
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fife.” (8:82:60.) Bav with it we need never feel guilty: "It
is the privilege of the Saints to enjoy every good thing, for
the carth and its fuiness belong to the Lord” (8:82:000) Tt
is o magnanimous thrift that never hesitates to take and
spend whatever is needed but under no circumstances will
touch a molecule more, We may take ali we need, becanse 1t
is the Lord’s but wo to himn who daves to take more-—~for 1t
is the Lord’st This is the exact reverse of the world’s cconos
my. Who would expect onr most competent businessman to
proclaim as his slogan, “Never count the cost”? "I 1 am
going to build a temple, T am not going to sit down and
count the cost. 1 care not what it will cost. T have buiht
A preat many houses, and never counted the cost before |
built them. T never wanted to know anyihing aboue w0
(8:355:61.) 1 have built what 1 have buile without asking
how much they cost, or where 1 was to get the money to
do it (17:158:74.) “When the Saints are required 1o
embark in any public enterprise, the word should not be ..
“What will it cost, and will it pay, cte.?” bue, ‘e is a work
for the public good, and we can do 1t 7 (10:362:64.) Strange
as such a policy may seen, it is but the honest expression of
the belief that God really does own everyihing and that be
really will provide. “When we learn this fesson, where will be
my interest and my cifort?” Certainly not in personal acqu-
sition: “Every man and woman has got to feel that not one
[arthing of anything in their possession is rightfully theirs”
(4:29:56.)

Al waste on this earth becomes garbage-awasfe is in
fact the proper English word for garbage. To throw any-
thing on the trash heap s to cast it aside in contempt; what
do we know about s true worth? Who are we to despise
what we do not undersiand? “Newver lef anyihing go o waste.
Be prudent, save coerything” (1:250:53.) Fven sewage has
its wses: “Fverything, also, which will {eralive our gar-
dens and our ficlds should be sedulously saved and wiscly
husbanded, thar nothing may be lost which containg the cle-

c .
nents ol food and rainent for man :md sustenance {or [)c;lx(.”
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(11:130:65.) Brigham was aware of one of the basic facts
of cconomy, that man, whatever he may say, does not create

or produce-—he merely takes:

Man cannot contral the heavens; he cannat conwrol the carth, not
the ('lmlwnl‘\; he can ferailize and prepaue the ;;l‘()un(! for the e :'l‘,ii(m
of seed; he can plang, water, vl and reap . . L but until his oind s
opened by the Spirn of God, he cannor see that it is by a superior powe
that corn, wheat, and every kind of vegetation spring into fife, and
ripen for the sustenance of man and beast. (3:119:95))

Morcover, "we cannot own anvihing, o the strict sense
of the word, until we have the power to bring mnto existence
and hold in existence, independent of all other powers.” (8:
118:60.}

- 1
Since man cannot creaie, he sust face up to the nun-

SN 3 0 R 0o . B
ber one fact ol CCoiogy, which i’;zl}:h:xm Y()\ln;: enunciated
- 3 . s T .
i(mg before even the scientubic community i)(‘gnn to take 1t

R A rhere s i ] - oy : ] d
SCTIOUsiy ! pnere 1s ooniy S0 nmuacn }71()5)(,‘11’]’ in tite wWoriit,

o ..
Vhere are the elements that belong o this globe, and no
h) 3

'
more. We do not go to the moon to borrow; neither send 1o

the sun or any of the planets; all our commercial transactions
must be confined o dhis Hicde earth, and 115 wealth cannot
be increased or diminished.” o this he adds the observation
—over one hundred years ago-—that the resources of the
carth are being placed out of our reach by an irreversibie
Process of 1)1\ying short-term [n‘()spcl‘ity on promif;ﬁ;m'y notes
that science will never be able to malie pood: “And though
the improvements in the arts of Tife which have taken plice
within the memory of many now living are very wonderful,
i
1

there s no question that extravagance has more than kept

pace with them.” (13:304:70.) The dangerous policy of con-
verting all into cash as quickly as possible is another expres-
son of that lacle of faith that will invest nothiog in a here-
after: “Teis all good, the air, the water, the gold and silver;
the wheat, the fine flour, and the carde upon a thousand hills

are all good. ... But the moment that men seele to build up
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themsclves . . . and seek 1o hoard up riches it proves that
their hearts are weaned {rom their God; and their riches will
perish in their fingers, and they with them.” (1:272:53; ital-
ics added.) Tt is natural for anyone to grab what he can get
when he can get ity but “who will commit to that man or
woman the great things of the kingdom of God that are to
be attained on this carth” when the time comes? (8:293:() 1)

Brigham in Action

Y March 27, 1246, as the Saints were about to go forth
on the first lep nf their fong journey west, we find President
Young charging “the Captains in particular to instruct their
respective divisions, to be very careful about setiing the
Prairic or woods on fire .. . to prohibit all discharge of fire
arms in the camp and to keep their guns and pistols out of
sight.”” A month fater, as the first company moved out, he
reported in his journal: “Traveled 19 miles. The praivic ap-
peared black being covered with immense herds of buffalo.
May 7th. T preached in camp and advised the brethren not
to kil any more buffalo or other game untd the meat was
needed.” To appreciate the fwxy;ﬂuu.nus of the man, let us
recall that twenty years after he gave this warning against
fires, the youthful ’\i..rk Twain sat in a canoe on Lake Taloe
and watched with delight as the flames spread from his own
campfire to set all the woods ablaze in a holocause that de-
stroyed everything “as far as the eye could reach the }ufty
mountain fronts.” At he could think of was the splendor of
the spectacle, for in his eyes the forests of the West were in-
exhaustible and men could do as they pleased wich them.

As to the bulfalo, on a single day in the year 1884 Buf-
{alo Dili kiiled 285 of them and left their carcasses rotting on
the plains. In the following two years the last of the great
hu'ds disappeared, but William Cody instead of going to jail

"Brigham Young History, Manuseript in Chureh Historian's Office, under
March 17, 1846,

sthid., p. 88.

Nark Twain (S, 1. Clewens), Roughing It, chap. 23.
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became a national hero' So far were the Americans, forty
years alter Brigham Young's admonition, from feeling the
necessity of exercising the restraint which he felt so urgent
in our contacts with nature.

Al who attended, at President Young’s invitation, the
great 24th of Jaly celebrations at Brighton “were requested
to show their tickets at the gate” o the canyon road. The
ticlets were free, and on thesy was printed: “All Persons are
forbidden to make or kindle fires at any place in the kanyon,
except on the camp ground.” (MS 18:6734:56.) A hundred
years later people in Utal stll resent limitations on camip-
fires as an inl{ringement on their God-given freedom. "Fhe
prophet ended his 24th of July speech with a ritual admoni-
tion “to see that the fices are well put ou” (bid., p. 679).
The event at Brighton was magnificent enough to get cov-
crage in the eminent New York Herald, and the reporter who
deseribed the domgs in the year 1860 tells how at dusk of
the last day, after all the wagons had gove home and the
dust had setded on the canyon road, he beheld a singular spec-
tacle: "By 9 o’clock the fast team had left the camp-ground”;
but one man remained behind 1o see that all dhe fires were
extinguished.” And who should that man be bat Brigham
Young: " "The Prophet” left the lfast, savisfied that all was
right, and that his disciples had enjoyed themselves to their
earts” content; and thus ended the great celebration of
1860.7 (MS 22:702:60)

Reverence for Lverything

, . . . . .
What puided and presceribed the teachings and acts of

this great man in all his ecarthly dealings scems to be before
all else his constant awareness of being in the presence of
the Divine. Vo the picnicler at Brighton, he said, “iie-
are the stupendous works of the God of Nature, though il

do not appreciate Flis wisdom as manifested in his works. . . .

1°On the passing of the bulfalo, see the final chapters of JooWo Sehnliy,
My Life Among the Indians (Boston, 1941), especially chap. 34
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iocould sit bere for a month and reflect on the mercies of
God” (M5 18:675:56.) Everything around him reminds him
of what is holy:

In gaving upon the inteiligence reflected tn the conntenances of my
fellow - beings, 1 gaze upon the tmage of Hine whom T worship- —the God
Iserve, 1 osee Hlis image and w certain amount of Ths ntelligence there.
ofeel o within miyself. My nature shrinks ac the divintty we see in
others. (131:171:70.)

Teis seldom that [ rise hefore a congrepation without fecking a child
like timidity; if 1 ive to the age of bMethusaleh T do vot know dhat 1
shall outgrow 1. There are reasons for this which I understand oL this
mortality shidnks before that portion of divinity which we inherit from
our Father, This is the cause of my tmidity. (13:139:69))

Where is the man who can rise to address children without fecling
this same modesty? (13:170:70.)

This same reverence, which the Greeks catied aidos, for
am Young extends o all things; for if life is holy, for
. i

Brigh
“there is not a particle of element which is not filled

him
with life, and all space is filled with element.” (3:277:56.)

fpt

“Well, how many lives are there in this grain of corn? They
arc innumerable, and this same infinity is mantfest through
all the creations of God.” (15:138:72.) “There is fife in all
matter, throughout the vast extent of all the eternities; 1t s
i the rock, the sand, the dust, the water, the aiv,”” (3:277:
56.)

This vitalism, supperted by interesting and ingenions
physical speculations that we cannot go into here, was
something that Brigham Young felt very strongly. Te laid
<;;1cci;1§ Cmphns%s on the mportance of human esteem {or the
animal world, for one of the peculiar doctrines of the Latter-
day Saints is that animals are living souls destined 1o partici-
pate in the resurrection as they did 1n the preexistence.
“Learn to control yourselves and that which is immediately
around you, and always keep in view that the animal, vege-
table, and mineral kingdoms—the carth and its fulness—will
afl, except the children of men, abide their creation—the faw
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by which they were made, and will receive their exaltation.”

8:191:60.) “fivery tree ... that s pleasant also to the sight

()f man ... I)(‘C:UH(? .'llfw'() a li\’lﬂ}: S()Hl. }'(H‘ itowas S]‘)li”l(l!:"i i

the day thao Toereated 10 for i remaineth v the sphere in
which I, God, created it ... Every beast of the field .. they
were also living souls.” (Moses 3:9.) The four beasts of Keve-
Iation are :;ymls()iic :mim;liﬁ, bt i}lafy denote that very real
“happiness of man, ana of beasts, and of creeping thin

ol the fowls of the air

s, aid
- 1 .
"in Uthe paradise of Ged L L dhat

which is spiritual being in the likeness of that which is tem -
por:

ot

o and abat which s temporal in dhe likeness of dhat
which s spiritual. The spirit of man in the fikeness of his
person, and also the spiric of beast, and every other creature
which God has created.” (D&C 77:2))

Granted there are different fevels and duz;rccﬁ; that exist
within as well as between species, still it s the privilege of
every form of fife to multiply in its sphere and elenent and
have joy therein. Adam’s dominion was a charge 1o see to it
that all went well with God’s creatures; it was not a license
to exterminate them:

Lyvery living creatue thae movedy oL and every winged fowl after
1
i

s kind || W odhings which § created were good, and 1 God blessed

a2
them, saying: Be {ruitful, and multiply, and {ili the waters in the sea;
and Jet dhe fow! muldply in dhe air, and everything that creepeth upon

the ecarch o L1 God saw thae all these things were good. (Moses 2:21.)

There is a forpotien teaching of the early Jews and
Christians that the dominion that God gave to Adam in
Fden over His other creatures was nothing fess than the holy
priesthood, the power 1o act in God’s stead. In making {lis
covenant with Abraham, God is represented as saying to him,
“As Eput Adamand then Noak in charge of all my creatures,
so now 1 put you in charge, and order you to give them my
blessing.”” "To Adam Tle said, “From now on it is alf given

over into your hand, and the creatures will fear you as they

UMideash Pu 1055 other Midrash passagzes in M1 bin Gorion, Die Sapen
der Juden (Frankfurt, 1904), 2:171, 424,
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fear me” Accordingly, Adam enjoys God’s .mumu.y rmz;
insofar as he exercises it as God himsell would, with perfcet
love and \mdm"sinndmg;.

“Pven the fierce beasts of prey,” says the Zohar, “icar
man as fong as he keeps his covenant, his kingly digoig,,
and his eye fixed upon God in whose tmage he 157" Adany’s
calling, s says au ('qm”y veacrable source, was to take care of
the animals, not to dispose of theny as his property. The spirits
of all beasts have their proper paradise, and at the judgment
man will have to eive an exact accounting of how he has
treated them “Man by hi‘; sovranty [sic] over nature re-
serubles God,” says an early Christian weiting, “but he enjoys
that authority only as long as he behaves ina godlilie man-
ner” Only inoa noble) generous, and forbearing spirit can
the powers of the priesthood be excrcised (D&C 121:36-46)
and to that spirit in us all creatures have a right o appeal.

“It is not only wicked to destroy them,” said Joseph I
Stith, speaking of “our mnocent litde birds . .. i is abomi-
nable, in my opmion. I tunk that dhis principle should ex-
tend, not only to the bird life; but to the fife of all animals.

1 have known men-—and they still exist among vs—who
cojoy what s, to them, the sport” of hunting birds ... (the
birds having had a scason of protection and not apprehending
danper) —that makes 1t worse than wicked—it is base, con-
temptible, 1gnobie: It s wrong, and 1 have been surprised
at the prominent men whom | have seen whose very souls
eent 10 be athivst for the shedding of animal blood. They
go of f hunting deer; antclope, olk) anything they can find,
and what for? Just for the fun of it 7"

When the faimmous missionary Mildred Cable asked the
inhabitants of a remote ousis in the Gobt Desert why they did

hin Covjon, 1:82f.
v W00 121911
Whis is explained in the Book of the Secrets of Enoch (Shivonic text,
H Fnoeh), chap. 15
Y Aptowitzer in Reoue des Etudes Juives 75 (1922), pp. 4-6, citing
St Eplraim and other carly Christion and jewish teachers on the subject.
Yjoseph 10 Swith, Cospel Doctrine, 1:71-72.
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place in farge munbers, they replicd that "o trap and eat a
pipron would be contreary to all righe fecling, and the oasis
dwellers” standard of cthics would not admie that a pead
parmless, self-constituted guest fike a wild bird could be
dgeceived, shain, and devourcd. “Uhe Princely Man,” he would
say, s not a betrayer of trase,” " God will justily the wiking
of antmal fife (o sustain man’s wane, but e reserves a special
Blessingg for those who place their own nobility before their
NeCessity.

This tssteikingy tasteated in Bricham Young's declara-
tions regarding the meanest, most repulsive and destructive
of creatures—the erickers of the plague. “Last season when
the grassnoppers came on my crops, | osaid, “Nibble away, i
may as well feed you as 1o have my neighbors do i 1 have
sown plenty, and you have not raised any yourselves. And
when the harvest came you would not have known tha
there had been a grasshopper there” The moral of this, he
says, 15 Pay attention to what the Lord vequires of you and
fer the balasee go.” (3:159:95.) Years later it came again:

i
may expect grasshoppers to eac up nearly all our crops. Bue

et M 3
According to present appearances, nexe year 1186871 we

if we have pi‘n\'i'&inns cmm};l\ to last us another yoar, we can
say o the ;;r;lssh()pp('rﬁ ~~~~~ these creatures of God —you arc
welcome. 1 have never had a fcc‘ain;; to drive them {rom
one gwi;m( momy };;U‘dcn; but 1 ook upon them as the armics
of the Lord” (12:121:67.)

The Day of the Destrover

Because of the Tall, man has become the encmy of his
. - ' . .
OWIncnvironment, at odds with the whole creation, HHL‘X'};IC
' - . ¢
to ail manner of thinps ;;(m(i in themselves that afflict aid
torment him: “The animal, vegetable, and mineral kinpdoms
abide the law of their Creator: ti Lol : Uall ol
abiae tae taw ol thew Creator; the whole carth and all ihm};s

pertarng o, except man, abide the Jaw of their creation.”

ViR, Cable aud ¥ French, The Cobi Desert { New York: Macmillan, 1911),
p. ML
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(9:246:62.) Conflict is inevitable, with man stubbornly re-
fusing to “become subject to the most sensible and self-
exalting principles,” determined to subdue the carth m
his way. “We see ail the world tryimg to Jord it over God’s
heritages it is in this spirit that the evil principle and power
is trying to overcome and rule over the divine principle
planted there. This constantly leads the children of men
astray.” (2:107:60.) So there isa fundamental confhict here,
and it goes back to the beginning. Tt is said that Satan ap-
proached Adam with certain propositions that he fater pre-
sented (o Cain, Neah, Abrabam, and Job,"™ in which he set
forch his plan for running things: (1) e claimied ali
of God’s earth, “most glorious and beautiful” from end to
end for his own; (2) then lic put up everything in it for sale
to anyone who had the money; (3) and finally he revealed the
source of power and dominion under his system: it all rested
on possession of the treasures of the carth, with which one
can buy any military and  political power necessary to rule,
or rather misrule, among the children of men. John Taylor,
Brigham Young’s great successor, told the story in simple
verse:

This world was once a garden place,
With all its glories common,

And men did Jive a holy race

And worship Jesus face to face,

n Adam-ondi-Ahman,

That was long ago, when “Enoch waltked with God above the

power of Mammon,”" but it was this power of mammon
; X e "
that changed the whole picture. Two fatal flaws stand be-

tween us and that time foreseen by Brother Taylor, “when

Satan’s confrontation with Adum (Lin Gorion, op. cit., 1:255) and his
shrowd Dusiness propositions were also repeated in the ease of Noah (Midiash
Rabbah Noah 36:3 vud; bin Gorion 1:226). The Testament of Job {ollows the
sty of Abradig p;nli('n]:u’]y enlishtening is the conversidion hetween Satan
and the wile of Job, wherein e explaing to her that “you ean have anything
in this world for moneyl”

iohn Taylor, The Mediation and Atonement (Salt Lake City: Stevens
and Wailis, 1950), p. 70.



Frichan: Youry on D Dnvirenmeny 20

1 !

all the carth in glorious bloom, affords the Saints a holy

{
home,” and the situation s C\nl.\mu{ with perfect clary in
the 49th section of the Docurine and Covenants, where we
we told (1) that “the beasts of the fickd and the fowls of the
air, and that which cometh of the earth, is ordained for the
use of man for food and raiment, and that he might bave
abundance.” We may take what we need, but (2) “wo he
unto the man that sheddeth biood or that wasteth flesh and
hath no need.” We miay not take more than we need. (3)
Above alf, we may not use this substance 1o exercise control
and doniinion over cach other. “Buat it is not given thatone
man should possess that which is above another, wherefore the
world Jiech i sin” (D&C 490 H-2 1 ) The sweeping indict-
nent ALHH\[ the whole world gets down to fundamentals:
iefore the “blighting influence’ of “inordinate appetite and
love of this world ... the strength, power, heauty, and glory
that once adorned the form and constitution of many van-
ished away.” (12:118:6/7.) Zion has ever been supplanted by
Babylon, \\]mh is cver bent on converting the treasures of
God’s world into “the substance of an idol, which waxetn old,
and shall perish in Babylon, even !’mby'mn the great, which
shall G (D&C 1:16) 5 while with Zion the carth is to be
“renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory.”
The issue between the old and the new was drawn when
Joseph Smith changed the up-and-coming name of Com
merce, Hinois, to Nauvoo, “the Beantiful)” and at Far West
idm.\(d the s pe cutators who would retain the tee mm,ms ot
Babylon in building Zion: “Brethren, we are gathered o this
beautiful land o l)ml(i up Zion. . .. But since T have been
here T have perceived the spirit hf selfishness. Covetousness
exists in the hearts of the Saines. oL FHere are (}um) begmning
to spread out, buying up all the fand they ave able o, to the
exclusion of the poorer ones who are not so much blessed widh
the world’s goods, thinking to lay foundations for them
selves, only looking to their individual families and those who
are to {ollow them.”” Most Americans call this “vision,” but



the Prophet Joseph had another word {or it: “Now | wani

to tell you that Zion cannot be butle up 1 any such way. |
sce signs put out, beer signs, speculative schemes are being
introduced, This is the way of the world, Balylon indeed,
and 1 rell you i the name of the God of Tsracl, if there is not
repentance ... oand a turning from such ungodiiness, cove:
tousness, aned seli-will you will be broken and scattered from
this chotce land to the four winds of heaven”™ Within a
short time this prophecy was fulfilied 1o the letter; and only
the fatthful remnant of the Church went West. '

What happened there? A generation fater Brigham

s

Young addressed the conference of the Saints: "lHave we
separated ourselves from the nations? Yes. And whae dse
have we done?  Ask ourselves the question. Tlave we not
brought Babylon with us?  Are we not promoting Babylon
in our midst? Are we not fostering the spirit of Babylon
that is now abroad o1 the face of the whole carth? 1 ask my-
sell this question, and T answer, Yes, yes . . . we have too
much of Babylon in our midst.” (17:38:74.) “One man has
his cye on a gold mine . . . another for selling his cattle .
another to get a farm, or building here and there, and trading
and traflicking with cach other just like Babylon. . .. Baby-
lon is here, and we ave following in the footsteps of the
inhiabitants of the carth, who are in a perfect sea of confu-
sion, Do you know this? You ocught to, for there are none
of you but what sce it dusly.” (1bid., p. 41.)

Aind what has this to do with the environment? That
whole cconomy was based on seiving and selling the treasures
of the carth beyond one’s own personal needs—the land
itself, the minerals, water, soil, {orests, grass—all are con-
verted into means of making or purchasing the long list of
unnecessary wares that John the Revelator sets forth as
the quintessence of Babylon, whose “merchants are the great
men of the cardh,” (Revelation 18.) In the process their

aldward Stevenson, Awtoliography (Micofiln in Chorch Histovian's
Office), pp. 4041, quoted by J. Grant Stevenson in The Life of Edward
Steoenson (master’'s thesis, BYU, T1955), p. 4%
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carth with refuse. Why are we so foolish? For the same reason
the Nephites were, because "Satan had great power ... tempt-
ing them to seek for power, and authority, and riches, and the
vain things of the world.” (3 Ne. 6:15.) The love of dhis
world” is not an appreciation of the wonderful things that
are in ity but the desire to possess it here and now, before we
have .shown that we can deal Jovingly and wisely. "The voice
of Brother Bri;;h:nn stitl pleads: “Do not obey the Tusts of the
fiesh, the lusts of the eye, and the groveling grasping afte
property.” (8:125:60.)

The history of America during the {irst huandred years
of Mormonism was l.n;kly the msiul‘w ()f the »{Hmt.u and
most Americans stifl ik

ike to mmagine themselves hvn:s; i a

i
15 un

land of inexhaustuble resources in which cvcx‘ydmn;
for grabs.” Brigham Young exposed and denounced that
myth from the begiraing, though he recognized its power-
ful appeal: “We want to go where we can . . . mount our
horses, and ride over the prairies, and say, | am Lord of ail ]
SUrvey ... that we can aet the whoie world in 2 %trnm afier
us, Zl“(i i]ﬂvc 1{ l\” l“ QU OwWn IA)U‘;S('SSI()H ﬂy ﬂ”'\} h}". P ’i “ls
is the object many have. . .. Elders of Isract are greedy after
the things of this world, (1 164:53.) “Some want io be
separated far {rom their neighbors, and own all the land
around them, sayving, Al s righe allis peace” ™ (1:107:53.)
They simply are {ollowing the cx:xmplc f the Adversary,
who gloried in his kingdom and his greatness where none
dared molest or make afrard. But dhar ilusion s not for the
Saints: “letus learn that the carth is not ours.” (4:342:61

e

Satan never owned the carthy he never made a particle
of 1t his Tabor is not 1o create, but to destroy.” (10:320:64.)
Yet 1o is he who puts it all up for sale and thereby achicves
his work of confusion and destruction: “The riches of the
world are natural, and common to the human {amily, but
who governs and controls them?” (1:268:53.) “"The carth is



here, and the {ullness thereof is here. T was made for man;
and one man was not made to trample his fellowman under
Jus feet”” through the possession of 1t (19:46:77.) “Laipht,
intelligence, good, that which s of God creates, fashions,
forms, builds, brings into existence, beautifies, makes excel-
lent, glorifics, extends, and increases” But that is not the
casy road to power; it is easier to doubt than to believe, to
tear down a pioncer monument than to restore it to set a fire
(han to put one out, so that “that which s not of God burns,
destroys, cuts down, ruins, Light and inteliigence fead people
to the fountain of truth; while the opposite principle says,
“Don’t believe a word, don’t do a thing; burn up and de-
stroy.” ” (13:241:70.) 1t is a fundamental maxim of the Jews
that wherever Satan as Mastemah sules on carth “he induces
men to sin against the birds, and beasts, and reptiles, and
fish, and to devour one anothet’s flesh.”™ And that when
Isract and maokind sin, nature itself is thrown into confusion,
so that the violent destructions that overtake the wicked are
of their own making. (Moses 7:13.) Brigham illustrated this
principle from his own experience, describing how those parts
of the land from which the Saints had been driven have since
become poor and uaproductive, “desolate, forlorn, and for-
saken.” (MS 38:344:76.) In the end, as the wise rabbis saw,

it is pollution that makes the carth uninhabitable: “When

you completely defile the land,” Tsracl 1s told, “then T will no

lien before fong you can no longer

tonger dwell in ic; and
dwell in it For Babylon is the city duomp, “a hold of every
foul spirit, a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.” (Reve-
fation 18:2.) And so the warning goes out, “Not many years
henee they shail not be left 1o pollute mine heritage.” (D&C
105:15.) A scourge and judgment will be poured out upon
the children of Zion; for shall the children of the kingdom
pollate my holy land?” (D&C 84:581.) The process goes on
while Satan operates with “wealth .. L used out of its legiti-

2111 Fnoch 7:5-6; Book of jubilees 7:24; 8.
seSabbath, Foll 33u:12-14.
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mate channel” to “subvert every wholesome Taw of God and
man.”” (10:3:62.)

)
Bue alf s not Tost.

The Spirit of the Lord and the keys of the priesthood hold power
over att animated beings. When Father Adam traosgressed the faw he
did not fall av once {rom the presence of the Tord, 0 Men continued to
sin and (1(‘;;(‘(1('13“' {rom ;;«'m'r.lli(m io y_vnr!‘.x\iun e dmin}; this time
the earth and all creation groaned in sin, and enmity increased, and the
tives of man and beast decreased. © 0 In this dispensation the keys
will be rm(m‘«'(f, and we are to return to the fﬁvnl' of the Tord L. ACase
hostility with the serpents and ay aside 2!l enmity and treat all aninals
kindly. (Brogham Youmg History, Apr. 26, 1846.)

{t 15 not too Iate to heed this wisest of counsclors: "L
me Jove the worid as He loves 16, to make 1t beauniful, and
glorify the name of my Father in heaven. Tt does not matter

y

whether T or anybody else owns it, if we only work to

beautify and make it glorious, it s all right.” (2:308:55.)
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