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Introduction
A central feature of nearly every anclent and medloval
woclety was kingship--rule by divinely appointed kingu--an
institation whoae oriyglneg are lust In the mlets of time. In
the view of the anclent tgyptlaans, kingship waw coextenulve
in time with the world iteelf;! to the Sumerlans, kingship

was & ylft of the yodae.?

A central ritual aseoclated with Kklagshlp was the
coronatlon ceremony, that aerlew of acts, perforwved In a
temple or other sacred spacey;? by acans of which the king

accedes to the. throne and Is endowed with the pover and

- - e o -

1 Henrl Fraunkfort, duncluut Uuyutlen Kallulun (New
Yorkd? Colusblia University Pross, 1948), p. 50,

2 Cyril Jo Gedd, JIdeas of Riviusa Bule Ao ihg Anclent
Haar Eeal (Londont Oxtord Univeraity Preus, 1848), pe 2l

In the anclent Near Bast, Iln particulur, coronation

cornmonieu were frequently currled vut in templen. Joash's
consecration took place In the temple (2 Kinge 1134-14, 2
Chronioles 23:0~12), aad Roland ds Vaux, Anclen} lacagl (New
York:? McGraw~HiLL, 1861, Pe 102, thinke that ®the
consecration of the other kings of Judah after Solomon took
place” theres. According tuo Alan Gardiner, "“The Coronatlon
of King Haremhab," Jouroal af Bzratlan Archaselogy 39(1853):
25, the coronation of certaln Eyyptian klings, euch as
Haremhaby took place In the templae. Further, aa Honrl
Frankfort notes, Klazuulp and thg Geidg (Chlcaga? Unlveralty
of Chicago Preun, 1978), p. 245-47, both Sumerlan and
Aasyrlan texta descrlbe coronation ceremonies wore purformed
in the teuples of Erech and Assur,. So aolmo In anclent
Persin the enthronement rites of the king generally took
place In a temple at the anclent capltul of Pasaryadae; sasee
Me No Dhaltla, Zgraoagician Clylllzation (New York: Oxford
University Preses, 1822), p. 227.

.
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authority by which aloane hila rule In poessihle. Features of
these covonation ceremonles, whichh have hoen attented among
numercun and often wlidely nuparated culturen, dinplay
remarkable simltaritliess The cultural anthropologist Arthur
Hucart waw the flrst to leolate ¢(he coswon features of
coronatlion ceresonles and to syntheslze the availabLle
evidence, wihtlclii he published In hiv groundbreaking work
Klnugablge * Subsequent wpeciallzed studles of kingshlip and
coronatlion patterns Iln Afrlcu,® India,® Japsan,? and the
anclent Near Eawut? huve served only to confirm the general
outilne of Hocart's findings, hut there has been neu

synthesls of the accumulated evidences -

in this study, we consider some of the wmore widaly
atteosted features of the coronatlion ceremony, especlaully as
atteated In the anclent Near BEast. Relevant maturial from
other culturva vhere dotalled watudien of entlhironemeat viltes
have been made lu atao consldered. Glven the amount of
evidence svallable and the number of ritual acte in the
guronation ceramony that have heon lwolated, not all of the

features can be dealt with In the body of the texte. They

4 Arthur N, Hocart, Klacabla (London: Oxford
Univeral ty Press, 1427).

N 5 Tor Irstram, Tug Kiou of Gaada (Lund: He Ohlumons

Boktr., 1944).

6 Jeo Ce. Heenterman, Zhe Anclgot lodian Eexal
Caongaccatlgn (*s-Gravenhage: MNoutoan, L1PS7 1),
D C. Holtow, Ihg Jovansss Eaibrooeazesnk Cureaenles
(Tokyos Kyo Bun Kwan, 192%), and Hobert S. Ellwood, Iha
Eoast 9f blancghlp ( Tokvo: Sophla Univeralty Prens, 1973).
g8 Franktort, Eiousbic and the Godas 1978,
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arv woamarized in Appendix A. la an nddftlon.l Appandlix (B)
altl the featurea of the coronutlion ceremony which are
attested in selectad culturuwa~--Afcrica, Bgypt, Unygland, FiJl,

fndlae Llarael, Japan, and Slam—-are noted.

A note on wethodoloyy le appropriute, Cumparative
etudies In religlon and anthropoluygy have been popular
during the past centurys These work®e are often memorlalas to
the extraordlpnary esudition and inniyght of thelr authors,
but have eubsequently, and often juestly, bheen criticlzed for
thoir lack of critical acumens Thonra studien are
elaborately descriptive but aoaften fail to explorae the
meanlng of paraltela, even within a single cultural wetting.
While these criticluns have beun Ilmportant in tempering the
oxcesses of "parallolomania®™ by amphasizing the dlistinction
betwean the formal wimilaritiea of sltual actsa and the
contextual ae¢aninyg o1 those acts, comparative atudles do
retain their value, because they delineate the contours ot
broader cultural patternss. While the primsary purpome of
thisg study Ie to outline the striklnyg renomblances In
curonation rites turoughout the world by dotalllang formal
Alnilarlitliese amung the varlous ceremunies, wa remaldn aware
of the difterencen In meanlng which, each of the rltual acts

aay have in lte own context.

Iadividual Elements of Coronatlon Riltus
Secrecy

Secrecy--the tnalatence that the ritual aclts



conatituting thae corvnatlon ceremony be viewed only by the
initiated-~is8 an laportant fasture of wseveral of the riten,
eapaclally modorn onew, for which we have detalled accouanta.
loa the Japanuae enthronument rite, “the Dal jo enclosure cor-
talaly keeps out all noa-participants, snd 1t was guarded by
tradlitional Aroups such as the Orouwo, Mononobhe, etc."?
Similarly, woman, children, and commoners were all excluded
trom the Indlun coronation ceremony«'!® 1In Thalland, the
tradlitionsl rite of the Kinyg'u condecration was “distinctly
privata.®!! Thie 6suwe wuecrecy I8 alwo a part of the

Atrican'? and Pljlant? coranation ceremonies.

Secrecy seemd to he an ulmost universal reature of
inltlatlon ceremonles. The Egvptologlet C. Jo Bleuker notews
that '"inltiation presupposes a religlous wecret which ia
only known to the lnitiated.® V4 Theae secrets iInclude,
accordinyg to Mlrcea Ellade, "the mytha that tell of the yods

and the origln of the world, the true names of the yodd,

i(and) the role and oriygin of the ritual inetruments employed

In the Inltlatlion ceremonie@n.%!s

9 Ellwood, [ha Ecaat 9f Klogahips pe iS51.

1)  Hocart, Klayshlae. p. 7H

It He G. Quarltch Wwales, Slamedse State Curemonlasd
Thelr Wdistery aod Eunciigon (Loandonl Bernard Quarltch,
1931)y po 124,

12 trotram, Iha Kloz of Qandas pe T2.

i} Hocarte Kilogahirs, e« 76

14 C. J. Rleoker, "“Thue Significance of fanltlation," In
Co Jo Bleaker, ede, Jultlatign (Leldens Brill, 1865), p.
15.

15 Mircea Ellade, IThs Sacred and 3he Bratune (New
York: Harcourt and Brace, L9SP), p. 188,
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The secrecy surrounding initiatjon rltes In genaral and
enthronement ceremonies In particular alan charucterizew the
ritualas at templue and other wancluarles. Amoug the
Nesopotanians, temple rites ware a Jealously guarded
secrete!® The anclienl Egyptians were strictly forbldden to
reveal what they had ween In the temple«!? fa anclent
Oreescey the secrscy surcounding the ritusls performed In the
sanctuary at Eleusls was ao rligorous that in 200 B.C. when
two young men from the distant town of Akurnanla innocently
entered the sanctluary at Lleusis during the enactment of o
myatery testlval and betrayed themsalves by auking questions
about the rltes, they were pruwmptly executed.!? 0f the
Rleusinlan aysterlies George Nvlonas wrltes that “the last
Hlerophant carrlied with hiw to tho grave the secrets which
hnﬁ'b.;;n}iin.nlttol orally for untold generstione, from one

high priest to the next."!?

0t wsecrecy In reliygloue tradltlions In general Irach

Taraporewala writes:

16 Sawuel He Hooke, BHabyleolano sad Adasyclan Bellclou
(Normani Universlty of Oklahoma Presw, 1963), p. 47;: cft.

Thorkild Jacobsen, The Ireasurea 9f Ruckneug (New Haven:
Yale Universlity Press, 1976}, p. 16,

17 Bleeker, "Inltiatlon In Anclent EBgypt," pp. 55-563
Re Y. Falrman, “Worahlp and Pdetivals 1in an Eyyptian
Temple," Tha HGullstia el iha Jghn &rlanda Libcary
371 1854-565 )2 174, 187, 201 cfe MHe V. Seton~¥illjanma,
Btolesalc Iumpleg (Cambridge: The wuthor, 1878), p. 38,

Carl Kerenyl, Eleugla (Neaw York: Rollingen
Foundatlon, 1967), p. 118; Georye Nylonas, Elguals and ths
Eleualolan Mystaclas (Princeton: Princeton VUalversity

Prens, 1861), p. 225,

19 Mylonae, Eluuals and the Eleuslalan Mystecleas pe
281,



tih

In conaldering the hietory of any celigion we yet,
firet of all, elther authenticated Sceripturea
compiled by the followers of that Falth or eloe
desceriptions lelt by contemporary outslders
narrating how thewe doctrines and beliefe affected
themn. In the second place, there ls a certain
amount of what might be called “"fluating tradl tion"
and folklore embodied iIn the varled rites and
coromonies practiced by the bellievers in that
Faithe And thirdly, there i® a certaln amount of
"gacred" or "“aysticY tradition and teaching known
te only a few, and which wae jealously guarded from
the “profane” who were likely to scoff at ite This
"gacred," and therefore secrety lore was known only
to a few Inltlates, but in order that the memory ot

., these may nut be completely Lloat most of this

' secret teachling was embodled in woame sort of

- symbolic rltual which could be performed openly
before the publlic.?®

Ablutions
Ablutions—-ceremonlial washlngs which were believed to
avert aevil, wlve Llife and strength, and to @&ymbolize
rebirth2l-- waere a regular part of the coronatlon ceremonies
in the ancient Near Easte. Even as a child the Bgyptian
crown pelnce waw uprinkled with water by efficlals in order
that he wmlght be endowed with divine qualities aad be

reborne 22 In his daully preparations for entrance ilnto the

20 Irach Je Se Taraporawala, "Nithraise," In Vorgllius
Fermy wodey FEgrgotten Bellehona {(New York? Philtosophical
Library, 1850), p. 205.

21 Ellade, The Sacced and sthe Brafane, - 1305 ct.
also Mircea Elluda, Bastecas in Comearativs Rellglen
(Cleveland:? VYorld, 1963), oppe. 188-89, 193-945 Maurice A.
Canney, Ngwnadgd 9f LiLe (Calcuttas University of Calcutta
Presa, 19243, pPe 673 %e Be Krluwtenasen, JThe Meaclog 2f
Rellgign (The Hague: Me NlJhoft, 1060), p. 4473 A. J.
Wensincik, “The Semitic Now Year and the Origin of
Eschatology," Acta Q2cigatalia 1(1823): 166, 1B6] Robert A.
vitd, Yatec 1o the Cultlic Necuhle of lais oond Qalcia
(Lelden: E. Jo. Brilll, 1981), pp. 12§, i53. '

22 Samuel A. B. MNercer; Thy Pyrasid Texta, 4 vols.
(New York: Lonygmans and Greeny 1952), §:55{ cfe. Aylward M.



teaple, the pharaoh waw sprinkled with'holy water, an act
that endowedt hilm with llfe, yood tortune, atabllity, health,
and happineas. For the purpose of performlng these rilitual
acta of ablution, a pool or lake wanm connected with many
Byyptian templese?? During the Sed feativel, the recurring
feaut colehrating the pharesoii's kingunlp, the pharaoh would

have his feet ceremonially washad.?®*

It e etill uncertain whethuer ablutions were part of
‘the anclent [graellite coronation ceromonieu. However, since
purification In water ls mentioned Iln Bx. 2014 1ln connectlon
witn the anolnting and Investment ot Aaron and his suns (cf.
8xe. 40312), Guo widengren thinks that "it lu probuble that
certaln water-purificatlons had a place In the isrsellite

royal cppggq;atlon-“" Ste Cyril of Jerusalea may have based

hlie comments on an extra-blblical tradlition when he sald, in
one of his tlectures “On the Mynteries," “"wWhen the High

Prlest ralised Solomon to the klagshlip, he anolnted hia after

Blackaany, "An Anclent Bgyptian Forteste of the Doctrine of
Baptiwmal Regeneratlon,” Thgglagy 1( 1820)2 140-41.

23 Blackumen,"An Anclient Egyptian Foretauste ot the
Ductrine of Bapgtlemal Regeneration," pp. 138, 137~-38;
Aylward Ko Blackman, "Some Notes on the Anclent Eyyptlan
Practice of Vashing the Dead," Thg Jaurnal f Egxutlan
Acchagaloggy S(1818): 124; Samuel A., B. Mercer, Ihe Ralluleoa
of Anclent Egypl (Leadon3 Luzac, 1049), ppe J48-50; wild,
Yatur Lo the Cultlc ¥Yacshiw af lula and Qsicla, pe 143,

24 Aylward Ne Blackmany %“The House of the Morning,"
Tue Jeuwcoal of Egxetlan Acrchasglogy 5(1918)3 155; Henri
Franktort, Kinzahle aod fha Gaoda. pe 833 Eva L. Re
Neyaerowlitz, Ths DRixlne Klnzahioc Lo Ghana and Aacleat Layel
(London: Faber and Faber, 1860), p. 159.

25 GQeo Wwidengren, "Roval ldeoloygy and the Testament of
the Twelve Patriarcha,” In Pe P. Bruce, ede Bcamige aond
Eulzilognt ( Edinburgh: 7. and T. Clark, 1863}, pe 207.
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washing him In the waters of Glhone" 28 Althouph there 1w no
oxpliclit mention dn § Kinga $:38-38 of e cltual ablution ian
connectlon with Kiay Solomon®s coronation ritan, the Talwud
recorde® that Tgur Rabhisa taught? The kings are anolinted

only at a fouataln."??

Ablutions are also widaly atteuated In coronation
ceremonles In other parts of the world, During many African
coronations, kings were ulther wanhed or sprinkled with
wator, which both cleansed the king and enabled hiwm “to Hee
a part of the divine tito."28 §n Japan, the emperor entecud
a bulldling called the Kalryu-den, ur Ablution llall, where he
tuook hils hath of purlfications After entering the bath, the
Euperor folded his arms and aAtooped down while the
ofticianta poured water over him.?2®

26 Cyril of Jerugsalaem, Catacheslis Nystagoylica 1il.6
(Catachesiv XXI) 1n Je-Pe Mlgne, edes Palrealozlau Grascass
161 volue (Paria: Pratres Garnjer, 1892), 3331093,

27 DNabylonlan Talwud, Horayoth (2a. The presumption
ln favor of tha sxistence ot ablutions in the [luraelite
coronatlon caeremony I8 aluo utrengthenud by the symbollc

placaement of the temple~—-the alte of many lacaalite
coronatlona (@eyey the coronation of Joash, 2 Xings
11:4=-14)--over the centar of the world, where the "Vater of
Liga® flowed} sea Guo Wildengren, “faraellte-Jawish
Raliglon," in C. J. Bleaker and Oeo ¥Yidenygran, edgey
Klesacla Belzlovua. 2 volumes (Leldani Brill,

1969),11258-59.

29 Irstram, The Lilnz gL Qandar Ppe 64-63.

29 Zos Klacald, in Nenjawmin Ve Flei ahar, edey
Batureasmgnt ef fhe Qoe Hundeed Iwenivzfouctih Eapscer of
Japan ( Tokyo: The Japan Advertlsar, 18293, ppe I, J4. In
general, the avallable daescriptions of the coronation ritaes
glvo few particulary coacerning the ablution caremony.

Reports of other intitatiaon ritey, however, provide us a
telrly dotalled lnslght Into the procedures involved. For
exumple, according to reporta concernlng the ceremonial

ablutlions among the Nandaeans of lragq and Iran and clited In
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Anolnting

Anolnting the king vith oll is a elgnificant element of
the ocoronatlion ceresonles In the unclent Near East, an
eluevhere (n the world. From extent sources 1t s clear
that the Hittlite accesulon ceremony included “anointing with
oll, clothlqa Iln spaclal garmentsy; coronation, and the
bestowal of & royal name«®”?% Further, slthouyh there le no
clear svidence that the Egyptlan kiny wad anolinted at the
time of his acceuslion to the throne, ths sources indicato
thut he was anolnted every aorning prlor to entering the

temple In order tu perform the dally liturgy there.?!

The Bible recordu the anolntings of alx lsraellte

klags: Saul, Solomon, Jehu, Joash, and Jehoahaz.3? Indeed,

Bs Se Drower, ITha ¥Yandasgana af Lrag and Lcan (Oxtford: The
Clarendon Press, 1837)¢  ppe 102~04, the handas, tace,
torehead, wara, nose, lovwer part of the hody, mouth, kneew,
lege, and feeat are all washad. Durlng the Initiatlon
ceremony of the Bektashl ordor of Sufl Muelime (detatled by
Helmer Rlnggren in "iInitiation Ceremony of the Hektashie,"
In Co Jo« Bleeker, ode., Jlnltlations pp. 203-04, the meaning
of each act of the ablutlon rite ls explained:
He washes hiw hands In order to be freed froua all
the prohiblted things to whlich he has atretched hias
hands bhefore; he rinwes his mouth In order to
cleanse It from all falsmenhood and fault that may
have lssued froa 1t he rindesd hlsg node to cleanse
It from whatever forblddon things he haw amelt; he
washes his face In order to ha ahgolved from evaery
shameful thingi hie feet In order to be clesnsed
from every Instance of having vwalked in reubellious
and mistaken pathe; while he wipes hls head and
vars he wlahes to be absolved from every
unreasonable thing which |ta counter to the
religious law, and further, wvhile wiping hils face
from all the acts of dlsohedlunce which he has
commi tted. Kairi adds that thlu ablution dittered
from the ordinary abhlutlon in 8o far a8 It was

. a
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the very name "Nesalah," used with reference tc several of
the kiangs of ancient lTacrael, moans “anointed," and It
doubtless referas to the rite of aenuvinting the xing at niws
tovtallation as monarche?? tlater Joewjah legend had 1Lt that
the Iden of anolnting began with the firat -QP- Accordlnd
to thia story, when Adam was 931 years old, he knew that hias
dayns were comlng to an onde. He therefore implored Evae,
"AriAae and o with ay son Seth near to paradiae, and put
marth upon your heais and weep and pray 1¢ Gud to have mercy
upon as and send hia anyel to paradlse, and give me of the
tree out of which the oll flowetih, and bring It (to) me; and
i ahatl anolnt ayself and shall have rest (rom my

tcomaplaint,"?*

sffective forevere. Thle meaning is quite clear!?

it 1a the complete removal of all that s slnful

and uncloan and helonygs (o Wi tormer Life.

30 Ollver R vurney, "Hittite Kinguhipy” In Se N
Mooke, wode, Myth, BLliual. and Klogshie (Oxford: The
Clarendon Proas, 1853), p. 118,

a1 Rrnat Kutuch, Salbuog ala Kechtsaxt La A4Algen
Testasuont uod Iw Algteo Qriengt (Belhsfia zur Zeltsacholflt fuc
dle Alltsstasentlliche ¥laaunachafy S7) (Berlln: Verlag
Alfred Topelmann, 1863), pp. $41-352% Mercer, Inha RBellulga af
Aocisot Egypis pe Jid.

32 Saul: 1 Samuel 1031} Davids: 2 Samuel 5:3J3;
Solomoan? 1 Kilngs 12395 Jehu?: 2 Kinga 9:6; Joaah? 2 Kings
11212 Jehoahaz? 2 Kings 23:30. In addlitlion, it is

recorded In 2 Samuel 18:11 that Abhsalom was anocinted to be
hing.

33 Kutach, Salbunz als Kecbtisakir ppe 52-63% cf. also
Jeo Ao Sogalin, "maolaoki"” Iln Ernat Jennl and Claus
Wegtermuan, edsa., Theolaglachsa Handwiiciachuch zua dlten
Teatamenls 2 vols. (Hunlch? Chre Kalser Verlag, (971),
1:914,

34 Apocalyais Nosls D:3, clted In Re He Charlea, od.,
The Awecryeba aud Pacudeplecacha ef the @ld Tsatamsal Lo
Enullghe 2 volse (Oxford: Clarendon Preau, 1876), 2:14J.
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Anolnting a8 part of coronation rites s alao wall
attented In Iadlay, Canhodlia, Slanm, and throughout Burope.??
Re He Woollaey, vho examlned Europuan entiironement
caremonies, tound anolnting to be an Integral pact of the
rite In Byzantium, RQuuaila, England, France, Huagary, Spaln,
and Gecrsanye Soxe of the anolntings ot the:ie coronation
woare qulite complex. One of the more elaborate anointings
was recelved by the Rusalan czare. According to ¥Woolley:

The Anointing takes place after the Communlion hymn.

Two bishops suamon the Czar, who takes hius staand

near the Royal Uates; the Czarina, a tittle behind

himy both in thelr purple robes, and there the Czar

is anolnted on the foreheady eyes, nosetrile, mouth,

esrs, breast; aand on both uldes of hie hande by the

senlor Metropollitan, who saya:d “The soal ot the

‘glft of the Holy Ghost."?¢

New Name

" According to Ae M. Bocart, at his coronatlon the king
“ysually acguices a2 new name, alther a title or the nause of
a pradecessor} 8o do priestu very Crequently, for lnutance
Popes and wmonks in Burope."3d? Perhapa no elemant of
coronation rltes 1@ more wildely knosn (and taken for
granted) than the monarch®’s recelpt of a new name or throne
name at the ¢tlme of hise (or her) accession to the throne.

During the Nliddle Kingdom the figyptlian kingy, who had no leus

than five names in all, recelveda one of thede, the praenoamen

35 Hocarty Klogablus pe 79-96b.

36 vwoolley, Carcnatlon Rltuyg (Cawhridge: Universlty
Preas, 1915), p. 29.

37 Arthur M. Mocart, “Inltlation,"® In [Cglklere
3S(1824)2 212,
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or throne name, at the tilme of hies acceeslon.’?® n
Mesopotamia, the new nume wasu glven at the t¢tilme of the
king'w saccesuton "“"when the choice uf the godd bhecame attect-
ive la the warld of mun,"3? Bafore hie accession, the kings
in MNamopotamia bore a dlfferent name 4 the ®name of
seallneuwa."*% Sjimilarly, Parthlian kinge avsumed the throne-
name Arsak at the time of thelr coronationy; a fact that Las
complicated the procens of Ildentiftying Llndividual rulers.*!?
Since @8everal Israelite kings had .two names~-the "hbirth
nasa” and tho “regnal namoe"--Roland de Vaux believes that It
In lLikely, thouygh not certaln, that the kilngs of Judah

recelvul a nev name when they mucceeded to the throne.'?

Thie practice of assigning a new name at the time of
the king's enthronement la alao wall attesmted Ia other parts
of the world. The new naume or title added to the Slamese
king's personal namo after hlse coronation wase lnacribed on a
golden plate and was "naeltlher known nor uaderstood by the
common peoples"*? Siamilarly, dquring the Japanese en-

thronswent rite thy emperor reécslves a nev name-~the era

33 Franktort, Klpgahlm and tha Gadas »e 465 cf. aluo
John Ae Wilson, Ihe Culturc of Anclent Euvpi (Chlcagel The
Univeralty of Chlcaygo Press, 1962), pe 102,

39 Frankfort, Klncshiu and ha Gadd, »e 246.

40 Praonkfort, Klngshle and fhe Godae pe 246

41 Geo Videnyren, “The 3acral Kingship of Iran," 1la La
cexallta saccalThe Saccal Kinceuin (Studiecw ln She Hiatary
ef BRgllulgna 1) (Llelden: Ee. Jo Brelll, 1858), p. 255-56.

42 Roltand de Vaux, Apclent lsragl (New York: NcGraw—
Hill, 1861), p. LUR,

43 OQuarltch wales, Slomeas Stails Ceremeunlans w»e. I8,
RS, %8, 102, 103, 25,
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“title.t?

Kings were not the only ouus to recalve new names.
Bibllical hlgstury I8 replete with examplen of men (and In one
casey, & woman) who recelved new or chanyged names, frequently
in assocliation with a tranaition (usually, though not
iavariably, of a splr]tual nature) in thelr lives. Thus
Abram beceme Abraham,*% his wife Saral becane Sarah,*® Jacob
was renamed larwel,*? and Joseph became Zaphnath-paaneah.*?®
In the New Testament, Jesus gave Slmon the name Cephas
(whose Greek reflex 1is Peter),*? while Saul touvk on the
Latin name Paul, indicative of his role aw mlsslonary to the
Gentilene3? Tha receipt of a nev name Lu promised to all the
falthtul In Revelations:
ﬂl-’gg!_hl‘h an eary let him hear what the Spirit
salth unto the churches; To hla that overcometh
will T give to' eat of the hldden manna, and will
glve him a white stone, and in the stone a nev name

writtany vhich no man knoveth saving he that recelv-
oth Lt,8¢

Rebirth
Rebirth rituale~-which incltude acting as one who I8 new

to the world, heinyg evallowed hy a monster, ucting like a

44 Ellwood, [ha Easat uf Klnuablos pe 152

45 Genesls 17:5

46 Genesis 17:15

47 Genesls 32:28,

48 QGenenis 41145

49 MNatthew 163:17-18; John 1:42.

50 The name Paul le first mentioned at Acts 13:8, at
the beglaning of his flrut mivslonary laborada amoag the
Gentiles.

S1 Revelations 2:17.
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newhorn heabe, beilng endowed with divine quulities, ygolng
through & burlal ceremuny, or simply belng ceavakened-~are
frequent concomitunte of coronatlon ceremenlesa. Rebirth 19
aleo Qupliclt Jn certalin of the other sioements of the
coronation ceremony: ablution, anolnting, giving of the new
name, and the bhemtowal of a yarmente Thus In Egypt,
according to Samuel A, Be Nercer, the “"ritual act of
ablutlious~-~washing and sprinkling--symbolized new blrth."32
in the view of Tor I[ratram, the idea of death and rehlrth
may provide the explanation of the custom of the king
asauming a nev namo upon his acceasslon to the throne«3? In
anclent Babylon, during the perlod of the Lute Emplre, the
king'e death and reblrth were probably portrayed on the
flcth day of the ¢great Akltu (New Year) PFastival, whan the
king wae dlveated of hils royul Insignia and apparel,
ritually bhtuwmiliated, and relnstated.®® Henri Frankfort
reuwarkg on this event, "{t Ise + + clear that hie renewed
Ilnvestiture with the lnsliynla of royalty wignified a reoneval

of klngshlp."%?

There may be an intimation of the notion of rebirth in

the accounts of the snciont [(sraellite kilnys. It 1s

52 Mercer, Iha Bellclen of Anclesat Eaxoptese p- 3505 ct.
Blackaman, "An Anclent Egyptlan Poretaste of the Doctrine of
Baptinmal Regoneration," pp. 138-141.

63 Irstrawmy, Lhe Xioz ef Gandas »wey ST, S8F cfe (van
Engnell, §Studlies Lla Qivine Kingship in the Ancigsat Near
Eaatr 2nd edition (Oxford: Basll Blackwell, 1067), p. 5.

54 Aage Bentzen, Klaxg aad NMassalah (London:
Lutterworth Press, 1855), p. 26

55 PFrankfort, flogsule and fhe Gods, p. 320.
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recounted of Saul that the Splrit of the'Lord came upon Saul

tollowing hie anclnting, whereupon he became a nev mane
Similarly, the wsuplrit of the Lord came upon Davlid
lanediately following his anolatliag to be king«3® In later
Jewlah traditlon, the ussocliation of coronation with robirth
became oxpllcf!t in the Talmud At la swald that the king
hecomes on ths day of hia coronation "like a one yesar old

babe vho hae not known the tasted uin."37

Creation

The tlme of the king's coronation wamw fregquantly
avsoclated with the crestion ot the world. Thia I8
particularly appareat Iin anclent Egypte Theru, the crown
;rlncn‘u accesslon to the throne took place on the wmorning
followlayg the death of the former king, & momeént choden not
morely to .-cur; as easy and peaceful & dynsstic successioun
a8 pousible, but ulso because of ita religioua eigalticance.
By ascendlng to the throne Ln thlg manner the crown prince
"actuasll zed the mythic deed ot the wun-~gjod, his tdeal
father, who In aythic times climbed the priaeval hill, thus

causing the day to breuke"3® The installatiun of the indian

56 1 Samuel 1036, 10 (Saul); 1 Samuel 16313 (David).

37 Mlidrash, Samuel 173 Babylonian Talaud Yoma 221,
clted In Raphael Patal, "Hebrew Inatallation Kltes," lghrax
Uolen CGollegs Anaual 20 (1847)3 170.

359 Bleeker, Cuxotlan EFuatiyula, p+ 95, It 18 alwo
latereatiay to note the conslatency with which the re-
citetion of the creatlon account {8 found In temple rltual
in the anclent Near Easte. Hugh Niblay, in his luminous
study of the Egyptlan backyground of the Josaph Smith papyril,
Ing Messaxe of 1bhe Joasuh Sulfh Bavyel (Salt Lake Clty:
Oesaret Book Cowmpanv, 18975}, p« 131, noten that the creation
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kKing, the raldaduXas included the rucreation. of ¢the
anivernu«3¥¥ And sccordlnig to Ae Ne Hocart, the inatallation
curemony of the Fl jlan kinyg wawn called the "creatiun of the

wvarlde"® Yfaahloulng the Llund,"” or Ycreating the earth."*?

Procuaslon

A2 part of many corqnntlon ceremunles the king toured
hie kingdom and recelved homage €rom his subjects, a
processtlon which easny tlmew followed the course ot the
wune®! fa anclent Egvpt from the time of Mcues, each pharaoh
paradad coremoniously around a fortified eall, and the
ritual came to be called "the procession round the wall.né?
Similartly, after Solomon had been anvinted as king ot

Tareel, a procession wont with the nev king from the

@tory constitutes a focal polat In Egyptlaa religlous
titerature and In the tumple rituali see further HE. Ao 8.
Roywsonid, Tha Mxiulcal Qcizin ef fhe Egxyutilan Temulg (New
York: Barnes and Nohle, 1869}, ppe 273-85, who showa that
the creatlon account played a major role in the temple
Lituryy ot MNemphise. Slmitarly, the Bnuma dlish, the
Babylonian creatlon account,; wan reclited In the Akltu-house
in Babylon in the course of the Akltu (New Yearts) testival,
and poselbly on other occaslons aa woll{ see F. Thureau-
Vangla, RAituels Agcadlaog (Parle: E. Leroux, 1821), pe LI6,
Lle 2719-284, and W Ge lambert, Yhyth and Ritual as
Concelved by the Babylonlans," |Jgurnal ef Ssaltic Studlea
1301968 ) 106+ wWhile It I8 uncertalas that the creatlon
account of Geneslw (1:1-2:4a) was used In the temple citual
of fuarael Lufore the Babylonlan exiley, a retfaerence in the
Mishna (Taanit 4:2-3) <clearly Indlcates that one of the
responslbllitliea of the courses of laymon ('anuhe wa€amad)
in the post-exllic temple waas to read sectlona of the
Ganesla account whilo the Levited and priests perfurmed the
sacritices. .

59 Mircea Ellade, Myih and BReallity (New Yorks Harper
end Roaw, 1963), p. J9 cf. Heveterman, ITue dncieal Ilndlan
Ceranasigns pe 10.

60 Mocart, Klazshlips ppe 1BP-H0; ct. Ellade, ¥xih aad
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.u-netucry to the throney whereupon he took his place on the
throne and recelvel the obelsance of the otficlalu and the
royul princes.®? During the GHabylonlan Axltu festival (ln
which the king played a central role, although Lt was nut o
coronation rite per ag) « procession took place, [In wvhich
the statue of the god left the city tenmple, embarked on a
shipy and made a Journey to the Akltu-house, attervards
returalng to hle temple on the sams boate. The particlpation
of the king in the ceremony was easentlal, and 1t s clear
that the populace Jolned In and found It a period of yreat
Joy and feasting:®® Thise element of the curonation rite s
algo found 1in the ceremonles of India, Cambodla, Stam,

Japany FiJl, and Africa.%’

- Garment

Kings are commonly clothed with mpecial garments durlng

thelr coronatlions. Sowe of our best evidence for this
feature of accession rltea is found in accounts of
enthronement cerewonliva In South and Bast Aula. In Indla

the king is Invested with two gsrments and a mantle at the
time of his comlng to the throne. Similarly, in Cambudia

RBealitys pe 39.

61 Hocart, ElLozahlpne vpe BO; . 8657 Heesterman, Thg
Ancisat Indlan Cocecatlens ppe 55, 62, 137; Quaritch %alas,
Slamsaes State Cecsagulsse pe 107,

62 Mercer, Iba Belliulen of Anclent Eavet, p. 3515 cf.
Theodor He Gaster, Ihaspls (New York: Norton, 1877), p. 80.

63 1 Xings 1:40, S3.

64 H. ¥. F. Sayys, Ihe Greatncea Thal ¥Yas Babvlaa (New
York? Hawthorn Books, 1862), p. 3&4.

65 OQastor, Ihsgule, pe O88: Iretram, Ths Kloz oL Ganda,
pe 712; Hocart, Klogshlrs ve. 77, 8O0, 82,
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the king's mintsters traditionally place s red wmantle with
dold sesmbroldery on the kKing's shoulders during hls
coronatlone®® There Is o wimilar cecemony for the Slamose
kinge The king was glven a white robe symbolic of purity
for hiw ceremonlal bath of puritication and anolntaent.
Followlng this cerewonial bath the king withdrew,
reappearing shortly theroaftler in his full roval rohead,
Including the gold embroldered ahazouos or Slamege national
lover garment and a gold emrojdered robe or long tunice®?
During the enthronement ceremony tor the Jspanese emperor,

clothiag in a royal garment aluwo plays an lwportant part.®®

In medleval and wmodern European uacceaslon rites,
clothing in regal garments plays a ceatral roles One of the
oldest preserved Chrilatian coronation ceremonlea 18 the

Spanlsh rlte, during whlich the king

dlarobes, and I8 arrayod In white veuatmunts
devlyned wlth uwpeclal openlngas to admilt of the
anolntings. The Archblshop ot Pamplone proceseds to

anoint him In front of the high altar according to
'/ the custom, but unfortunately vihat the custom is le
, not gpeclfled. The klng after the anolntling

changes hls ralmoent for praclous veegtaents, and
’ returns fto the high altar. The archblshop then

proceeds with the accustomed prayors.®®

The wovidence for clothing 1in royal robes at the

coronatlon ceremonles In the sanclent Near Eaut i somewhat

66 Hocart, Klnzahlpe ppe T4, 77, Bi-82.

67 wales, Sluwmesy Stalps Ceremonletie ppe T4e 77,
68 Ellwood, Ihe Egast of Elauzshin, p. 2.

49 woolley, GCocenutloa RLltasy pe 133,
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'lnsu cartalae. HHowever, accosrding to Bleekur, the Qh ‘d (Sed
testival), the wmain fewtival of the kinyg In anclent Hgyet,
whould be translated %“the festival of the yaraent, in the
sense of re~lnvestiture. e ¢ This accordu with what haw
already beea established!? one of the central rltuala--if
not the maln one of the feutival-~ias the king’w donning and
wearing the §d robe of archalc design."79 “jy donning the F

robey”® Blesker pnotus In another study, "the king renawed hia

oftlce."T!

Puosaeibly thers was a rite of investiture at the the
corunation of the larselite klny simllar to that at the Sed
teutivaly and the royal robe may have looked llke the
garmeant of the high priest, which 18& described In great

detall la Bxodus 28,72
. .

Crown
The root senss of coronation Ilmplies that the king ls
crowned, and indeedy thiw is a centrel part of aany, though
by no mesns all, accesnsion rites. In anclent Eyypt the king
was glven the two crowns of upper and lower Egypte The read
crovn of Lower Egypt was a “flat capy, with splral la froant

and tall proJectlion at rear," while the white crown of Uppar

70 Bleeker, Exyutlan Eastivalg, p. 120.

71 Ce Jo Bleeker, "Features of the Anclent Egyptian
Religlons" In The Balaohkax? 4 GCollectign eof Studled Lkn Lhe
Sglencs of 8ellaglen (Lelden: 8rill, 1975}, pe 125,

72 Holmer Rlnggrea, Ths Mesaleh 1n tha Qld Isutasmsal
{Chicago: As Re Allenson, 15656), p. 13.

| &4



{

Hgypt ves "tall and conical with a knob at the top."7? There
i no direct evidence conceralng the recelipt of a crown by
the leraelite king at the time of hia enthronement,; bLut the
high priest's crown (described in Hxodua 29) may reflaect the
type used by the «kiage The Perslan king's dress alao
tacluded a cap, described In daetail by Dhallaz

The cap was made of afiffer waterial, and was

higher than that worn by any of (his) aubjects. It

agsumed u broador clecular shape, a8 It reached the

flat top, and & bluw tillet (or band)y, spotted with

white, enclrcled It at the bottom.7*

in hls etudy of coronatlon ceremonies among

African tribesy lraetram found nineteen tribes where

the kilng waw crownuod. Thess crowns included bands

ot cloth or cow-hide, capi, and actual metal

crowns. '? The Slamese cruwn was "a cone of several

stages terminating In a splre,*7® whereas ia India

it was a gold plate.?? (n Japan, on the other hand,

It Is not proper tu apeak of a "coronatlon," elince

the emperor recelved no crown.

Conclusion

73 Ke A« Kilitcheny, "Crouwn," in Nax Hihle Digctlenacy
{Yheatone Ille: Tyndale House Publisherse, 1862), p. 280-813
cte Alan He Gardiner, Euygtliaun Gramwar {London: Clarendoan
Proeas, 1827), pop. 421, 571.
74 Dhalla, Zoreasatclaa Ciyilizatien, pe 259.
75 Irstram, Tha Klaoz of Ganda¢ »pPe 66-57,
71-72.
76 OQuarltch ¥ales, Siamega Stats Geremonisd.
0S5,
17 MHocart, Kluoxghloaes »e 80,
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Some general observations conceralng
snthronemeat ceremonlies are warranted? L)
Although the actual elements of the coronation
ceremonlens of the various cultures under study may
differ substantially from each other, and although
no one people has a coronatlion oceremaony that
reflects In all 1ts particulare the pattern
descrilbed above (much lesés the full complement of
elements listed in Appendix A), there are still
sufficlent eiatlarities in the rites to Juatify
thelr comparisons 2) MNuch of what lu contalned in
the ceremonles of enthronement sewns distlactly
forelgn to the thought and forms of twentieth—

century man, as indeed It should, since the pattern

ely - attested In antlqulity, and appears to

In wid
derlve from lt. 3) The coronatlon rites are
latimately linked with the prilesthood. Those
csrrylag out the coronation rites sre nearly alwvayse
of sacerdotal rank, and even the king himselt 1@
gonerally of priestly grade or i3 oendowed with
priestly powere. 4) The site of the coronation
ceremonien ls nearly always sacred spacees In many
of the cultures vhere corondtlon ceramonles are
attoated, the temple serves as the alte of the
ceremony, glven ite poaltion a8 sacred space par
excesllence. In others, a church or 8ome other

sanctuary was chosen, which atrengthaened the



ssguclatlon of the enthronemant rites with the
sacred conslderablye. Accesa to this @scred wpace,
be It temple, chuvrchy or other arsa, iv generally
restric ted, at leant during the tilme of the

coronatlon Liturgye.



Appendix A

te Austeritliou, Previoua to thelr coronation, 8ome

kings prepared thouselvew for the cer¢mony through fasting,
rexalning in solitude, or some other act of dlaciplline.

2. Secrecy. The coronatlion ceremony, whlch otten
con!ulnfd relljglous swecrets known anly to the iInltiated, was
tregquaently guarded 1in order to prevent the entrance of the
uninltisted.

J. iovertnco. Durlang the caronativn ceremony iteelys,
thove who were alloved to attend were expectsed to maintain a
divcrete slilence.

4. Humillatione During certaln cereamonlen, the king
became the butt of practical Jokea, sueers, derlslon,
Hyroteaque and fantastlic pune,;" and was sometilmes even the
uQJ;Ei“ot-. severe beating.

S Promlses. In another lmportant constituent of the
coronation cereaaony, “the king L8 admoninhed to rule Juntly
and promlses to do @o." )

6. Goda. A fteature particulacly evideat In anclent
coronation ceremonlies but found less often In modern ones o
the lmpurgonation of the ygodw by prlests or other officlala.

7+ Ablutjon. During tnis part of the coronutlion rite,
the king was ceremanlally washed.

8. Anolating. A feature of the ceremony which
denerally followed the ablutlion was an the anolanting of the
king with oll.

9. Sacrifices. Anlwmal sacrifice frequently attended
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the inetallation rituals of the king. Human aacrifice 18
alro atteated, but oaly rarelye.

100 Jubllation, Numerous coronations end with rituatl
rejalcing that was frequently accompanied by acclumations
such as "lony live the kingt"

it. New Name. ifn the courde of the coronatlon
ceromoniea the king yeneraliy acquired a new namne, often
elther ¢ title or the name of a predecensor.

12 Rebirtne. Durlng many coronation ritualas, suwme act
suggesting the roeblirth process was performaeds? actinyg as one
whe (e new to the world, golng through e hurlal cerewmony,
belny ritually reawvakened, or acting Like a newborn babe.

1de Creatlan. The coronation ceremony was thought of
a8 a tlae of nee creation,; & day llke the day an which the
world waw created. Thia Intimate ussocation ot coronation
and creatlon was often ritually expressed by the ceremonial
repetition uf the creatlon account.

14. Combat. “his I3 often a rltual cowbatl or "gham
flght," which Iu a fight or battle enacted In a vriltual in
order to Jlluatrate a battle told of in wyth; the result of
this battle & the (temporary) destruction of the coumlic
ordar or of the life of the community.

15, Narrlage. A “sacred marriage™ baetween the king
and his consort frequently accompaniesn the uther rituata
afnsocliated with the coranatjoeny, and in some rltuals is 1te
flasl act.

16. Procesnlons The coronsation cerewony ygunerally
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inoluded a ritual procewslon, elther around the sacrad slte
of the king's enthronement or through his realme, la order
that the kilny might recelve homuge ftrom hiu people.

17. Garmente. In 1he course of tha enthronement
ceremnny, the king was yenerally clothed wilth a goarment
ondovod'rlth apeclal povers.

18. Crowne During the coron¢'loq rite, the kinyg wasn
frequently ylven a crown, capy or some other head coverling
with sacred assoclations.

19, Shoese. In many coronations,. the king puts on
shoes or other tootwoar as & part of the rltes,

20, Regaliae Durlng the Lnastallation rites, the kiung
veceives various symbols of hias regal powar: a sword, a

sceptre;, or a rlage.

21. - Throne. The rltual enthronement of the king
during the coronation ceremony I8 enacted eveun wmore
trequently than the bestowal of the crown or the receipt of
other rogalla.

22. Maskn, The use of amaukmw by pél.at- impernonating
goda 1s attested In certaln anclent royal riltes.

23. Communion. In a nuwber of couronation rltes the
king received food or drink of a ceremonlial or sacramental
naturas e

24+ Feast, In the course of most coronatlion rltuals a
feast was glven for the king and all otherw attendlug the

cCeremonye.

25. Dominlon. In a numher of cultures, the new king
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porformed a crite, wuch ae tuking & set number of ceremonial
stepa, fourlny the kingydomy, or ahooting an arrow,

26, Ofticlala. Iin many cultures, aotfticlals were
connacrated elther In the courae of the coronation ceremouny
or whortly thareafter.

27+ Progrsuslons In moat of the cosronation ceremonies
under Atudy, the king wvag rermitted to be consecrated
several timen, progroegwing each tlme in the wcale of

kingahlp.
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Appendix L

gcyp127

| F1311 ] INDIAS | ENGLANDIO | S1AML2 | AFRICALY | JAPANDD 1SRAEL3A

1. Austerities X X X X X

2. Secrecy X X X X X x25

3. Reverance X - x15 X
4. Huailiation X x6 X x26

5. Proaises X X X X X x20 X
6. Gods X x
1. Ablution ] X X X X X X
4. Anorating X X X X X

9. Sacrifice ¥’ x13 X x2} x28 X35
10, Jubilation X 3 X X x16 X x29 o
1. New tane X X X X X x36
12. Rebirlh X X X X X x22 X X
13. Creation x2 v8 x30

14, Coihat X X X X X x3!

15. Quean - T X3 x9 X

16, Procession | X X X X x23 X x37
17, Gannent X ‘ X X X X X X x38
18. Croun X X X ) _x X X X

19. Shoes ' X X X X X x32
20. Regalia X X X X X X X x39
2l Throne X X X X x24 X X
22. Masks X
23. Cowmurion X X X ’ X X x0
24. Feast X _ X x17 X x33 1A
5. Dominion X X X X SE
26. 0fficieals 3 o X} X x18 X
27. Progression X X X X
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23, Flelaher, Enthrangcangnts ppe 4, 6.

24. Flelsher, Enthronemants pe 24.

25+ Ce Jo BDleoker, Hathar and Ihoth. p. 36.

26. T. B. Gaster, Ihgaakd, p. Bl.

27. Hocart, Klaushlpe ppe BI-8S.
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ot Edfu, p. 16,
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32. Re 0. Faulkner, TIhe Ancientl Exyotian Exraaid
Iextus pe 91,
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34. ‘Hocart, Kingahln» pe 86,
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36, Roland de Vaux, Aunclent fucrael., pe 108,

7. S. Skikszal, “"Kinge" In Ihe Jatecnceter's
Rictigonacy ef the Alukles 4 volumes (Nashville: Ablngdon
Preas, 1962), J:l4.
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(Chlcago? He and Re Allenson, 1856), 13.

3% Ringgren, lacaaellte Rekliglea (Philadelphla:
Fortresa Press, lﬂbb!; 226 !
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