23 JANUARY 183

On the 23rd of January, we again assembled in conference

when, after much speaking, singing, praying, and praising Soa,
all in tongues, we proceeded to the washing of feet (according
to the practice recorded in the 13th chapter of John's Gospel),
as commanded of the Lord. Each Elder washed his own feet first,

after which I girded myself with a towel and washed the feet of
all of them, wiping them with the towel with which I was girded.
Ameng the number, my father opresented himself, but before I
washed his feet, I asked of him a father's blessing, which he
aranted by laying his hands upon  my head, in the name of Jesus
Christ, and declaring that I should continue in the Priest’s
affice until Christ comes. At the claose of the scene, Brother
Frederick . Williams, being moved upon by the Holy Ghost,
washed my feet in token of his fixed determination $o be with me
in suffering, wor in journeying, in 1life ar in death, and to be
continually on my right hand; in which I accepted him in the
name of the Lord.

I then said to the Elders, As I have done so do ye; wash
ye, therefore, one ancther’s feet; and by the power of the Haly
Ghost I proncunced them all clean from the blood of this genera-
tion; but if any of them should sin wif}ully after they were
thus cleansed, and sealed up unto eternal life, they should he
given aver unto the buffetings of Satan until the day of redemp-—
tian. Having «ontinued all day in fasting, and prayer, and

crdinances, we closed by partaking =f the Lord’s supper. I



blessed the bread and wine in the name of the Lord, when we all
ate and drank, and were filled; then we sang a hymn, and the

meeting adjouqud. (D.H.C. 1:323-3z4).
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2. Therefore, thow art blessed from henceforth

that bear the keys =f the kingdom given unto you;
which kingdom is woming forth for the last time.

2. Verily 1 say unto you, the keys of this
kingdom shall never be taken from you, while thou art
in the world, neither in the warld to come;

4. Nevertheless, through you shall the osracles
be given to ancther, yea, even unto the church.

S. And all they who receive the oracles of God,
let them beware how they haold them lest they are
accounted as & light  thing, and are brought under
caondemnation  thereby, and stumble and fall when the

storms descend, and the winds blow, and the rains
descend, and beat upon their house.

€. And again, verily I say untae thy brethren,
Sidney Rigden and Frederick 16, Williams, their sins
are forgiven them alsa, and they are accounted as
equal with thee in holding the keys of this last
kingdom;

7. As alsc  through your administration the keys
of the school of the prophets, which I have commanded
to be organized;

8. That thereby they may be perfected in their
ministry for the salvation of Zion, and of the naticons
of Israel, and of the Gentiles, as many as will
believe;

ER That through your administration they may
receive the word, and through their administratian the
ward may go forth unto the ends of the earth, unto .the
Gentiles first, and then behold, and lao, they shall
turmn unto the Jews.

12, And now, verily I say unto you, I give unto
youw a cammandment that you continue in the ministry
and presidency.

14, And from time to time, as shall be manifested
by the Comforter, receive revelaticns to unfold the
mysteries of the kingdom;

15. And set in order the churches, and study and
learn, and become acquainted with all good books, and
with languages, tongues, and pecple.



washing of feet

p3 You want to know many things that are before you, that
you may know how to prepare yourselves for the great things that
God is about to bring to pass. But there is one great

deficiency or obstruction in the way, that deprives us of the
greater blessings; and in order to make the foundation of this
Church complete and permanent, we must remove this obstruction,
which is, to attend to certain duties that we have not as yet
attended to. I suppose I had established this Church on a
permanent foundation when I went to Missouri, and indeed I did
so, for if I had been taken away, it would have been enough, but
yet live, and therefore God requires more at my hands. The item
to which I wish the more particularly to call your attention
tonight, is the ordinance of washing of feet. This we have not
done as yet, but it is necessary now, as much as it was in the
days of the Savior; and we must have a place prepared, that we
may attend to this ordinance aside from the world.

p4 We have not desired as much from the hand of the Lord
through faith and obedience, as we ought to have done, yet we
have enjoyed great blessings, and we are not so sensible of this
as we should be. When or where has God suffered one of the
witnesses or first Elders of this Church to fall? Never, and
nowhere. Amidst all the calamities and judgments that have
befallen the inhabitants of the earth, His almighty arm has
sustained us, men and devils have raged and spent their malice
in vain. P91 pl We must have all things prepared, and call our
solemn assembly as the Lord has commanded us, that we

(Teach JSmith 1834-37 90:3-91:1)

and obedience, as we ought to have done, yet we have enjoyed
great blessings, and we are not so sensible of this as we should
be. When or where has God suffered one of the witnesses or
first Elders of this Church to £fall? Never, and nowhere.

Amidst all the calamities and judgments that have befallen the
inhabitants of the earth, His almighty arm has sustained us, men
and devils have raged and spent their malice in vain. P91 p1
We must have all things prepared, and call our solemn assembly
as the Lord has commanded us, that we may be able to accomplish
His great work, and it must be done in God's own way. The house
of the Lord must be prepared, and the solemn assembly called and
organized in it, according to the order of the house of God; and
in it we must attend to the ordinance of washing of feet. It
was never intended for any but official members. It is
calculated to unite our hearts, that we may be one in feeling
and sentiment, and that our faith may be strong, so that Satan



wvashingsof feet

p2 John sald he was a king. "And from Jesus Christ, who
is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and
the Prince of the kings of the earth. Unto Him that loved us,
and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us
kings and priests unto God, and His Father; to him be glory and
dominion forever and ever, Amen." Oh, Thou God who art King of
kings and Lord of lords, the sectarian world, by their actions,
declare, "We cannot believe Thee."

(Teach JSmith 1843-44 375:1-2)

obtain celestial thrones. But there must be a holy place
prepared for that purpose. There was a proclamation made during
the time that the foundation of the Temple was laid to that
effect, and there are provisions made until the work is
completed, P363 pl so that men may receive their endowments and
be made kings and priests unto the Most High God, having nothing
to do with temporal things, but their whole time will be taken
up with things pertaining to the house of God. These must,
however, be a place built expressly for that purpose, and for
men to be baptized for their dead. It must be built in this
central place; for every man who wishes to save his father,
mother, brothers, sisters and friends, must go through all the
ordinances for each one of them separately, the same as for
himself, from baptism to ordination, washing and ancintings, and
receive all the keys and powers of the Priesthood, the same as
for himself. '

p2 Stakes of Zion

p3 I have received instructions from the Lord that from
henceforth wherever Elders of Israel shall build up churches and
branches unto the Lord throughout the States, there shall be a
stake of Zion. 1In the great cities, as Boston, New York, &c.,
there shall be stakes. It is a glorious proclamation, and I
reserved it to the last, and designed it to be understood t
(Teach JSmith 1843-44 362:5-363:3)
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cannot overthrow us, nor have any power over us here.

p2 Order In House of God Always the Sane

p3 The endowment you are so anxious about, you cannot
comprehend now, nor could Gabriel explain it to the
understanding of your dark minds; but strive to be prepared in
your hearts, be faithful in all things, that when we meet in the
solemn assembly, that is, when such as God shall name out of all
the o

(Teach JSmith 1834-37 90:4-91:3)

p4 At an early hour on Thursday, the 6th of April, the
official members assembled in the House of the Lord, P11l pil
when the time for the first two or three hours was spent by the
different guorums in washing of feet, singing, praying, and
preparing to receive instructions from the Presidency. The
Presidents, together with the Seventies and their presidents,
repaired to the west room in the attic story, where, for want of
time the preceding evening, it became necessary to seal the
anointing of those who had recently been anointed and not sealed.

(Teach Jsmith 1834-37 110:3-111:1)
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p2 wednesday, 4. -- I zspent the day ln the upper part
of the store, that is in my private office *¥ * * in council
with General James Adams, of Springfield, Patriarch Hyrum
Smith, Bishops Newel K. Whitney and George Miller, and
President Brigham Young and Elders Heber C. Kimball and
Willard Richards, instructing them in the principles and
order of the Priesthood, attending to washings, anointings,
endowments and the communication of keys pertaining to the
Aaronic Priesthood, and so on to the highest order of the
Melchizedek Priesthood, setting forth the order pertaining
to the Ancient of Days, and all those plans and principles
by which any one is enabled to secure the fullness of those
blessing which have been prepared for the Church of the
Firstborn, and come up and abide in the presence of the
Eloheim in the eternal worlds. In this council was
instituted the ancient order of things for the first time in
these last days. And the communications I made to this
council were of things spiritual, and to be received only by
the spiritual minded: and there was nothing made known to
these men but what will be made known to all the Saints of
the last days, so soon as they are prepared to receive, and
a proper place is prepared to communicate them, even to the
weakest of the Saints; therefore let the Saints be diligent
in building the Temple, and all houses which they have been,
or shall hereafter be, commanded of God to build; and wait
their time with patience in all meekness, faith,
perseverance unto the end, knowing assuredly that all these
things referred to in this council are always governed by
the principle of revelation. (May 4, 1842.) DHC 5:1-2.

(Teach JSmith 1842-43 237:2)

pé It is for the same purpose that God gathers together
His people in the last days, to build unto the Lord a house
to prepare them for the ordinances and endowments, washings
and anointings, etc. One of the ordinances of the house of
the Lord is baptism for the dead. God decreed before the
foundation of the world that the ordinances should be
administered in a font prepared for the purpose in the house
of the Lord. "This is only your opinion, sir," says the
sectarian. * * %
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(Teach JSmith 1843-44 308:6)

pb6 But how are they to become saviors on Mount Zion?

By building their temples, erecting their baptismal fonts,
and going forth and receiving all the ordinances, baptisms,
confirmations, washings, anointings, ordinations and sealing
powers upon their heads, in behalf of all their progenitors
who are dead, and redeem them that they may come forth in
the first resurrection and be exalted to thrones of glory
with them; and herein is the chain that binds the hearts of
the fathers to the children, and the children to the
fathers, which fulfills the mission of Elijah. And I would
to God that this temple was now done, that we might go into
it, and go to work and improve our time, and make use of the
seals while they are on earth.

{Teach JSmith 1843-44 330:6)

pP5 The declaration this morning is, that as socon as the
Temple and baptismal font are prepared, we calculate to give
the Elders of Israel their washings and anocintings, and
attend to those last and more impressive ordinances, without
which we cannot obtain celestial thrones. But there must be
a holy place prepared for that purpose. There vas a
proclamation made during the time that the foundation of the
Temple was laid to that effect, and there are provisions
made until the work is completed,

(Teach JSmith 1843-44 362:5)

p3 I have received instructions from the Lord that from
henceforth wherever Elders of Israel shall build up churches
and branches unto the Lord throughout the States, there
shall be a stake of Zion. 1In the great cities, as Boston,
New York, &c., there shall be stakes. It is a glorious
proclamation, and I reserved it to the last, and designed it
to be understood that this work shall commence after the
washings, anointings, and endowments have been performed
here.

(Teach JSmith 1843-44 363:3)
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F.W.J.85, 173-174; T.P.J.5. 109).

27 MARCH 1836
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22. And we ask thee, Holy Father, that thy
servants may go forth from this house armed with thy
power, and that thy name may be upon  them, and thy
glory be vyound about them, and thine angels have
charge over them;

23. And from this place they may bear exceedingly
great and glaoricus tidings, in truth, unto the ends of
the earth, that they may know that this is thyAgork,
and that thou hast put forth thy band, to fulfil that —
which thou hast spoken by the mouths of the prophets,
concerning the last days.

3S. Let the ancinting of thy ministers be sealed
upcon them with power from on high.

3€. Let it be fulfilled upon them, as upon those
on the day of Pentecost; let the gift of tongues be
poured out upcen thy people, even cloven tongues as of
fire, and the interpretation thereof.

a8. Fut upon thy servants the testimony of the
caovenant, that when they go out  and preclaim thy word
they may seal up the law, and prepare the hearts of
thy saints for all these judaments thou art about to
send, in thy wrath, upon the inhabitants of the earth,
because of their transgressions, that thy pecple may
not faint in the day of trouble.

80. And let these, thine ancinted ones, be
clothed with salvatiocn, and thy saints shout aloud for
jay. Amen, and Amen.

29 - 30 MARCH 1826

At eleven o'clock, a.m., Presidents Joseph Smith, Ju
“rederick G. Williams, Sidney Rigdon, Hyrum Smith, and Oli
Towdery, met in the most holy place in the Lord’s House,
z:ought for a revelation  from Him concerning the authaorities

‘he Church going to Zion, and other important matters. . Af



uniting in prayer, the voice of the Spirit was that we should
come  into this place three times, and also call the other
presidents, the twx Eishops and their counselors, each to stand
in his place, and fast through the day and also the night, and
that during this, if we wauld humble ocurselves, we should
recaeive further communicaticons from Him., After this word was

received we immediately sent for the other brethren, who came.

~
Soon  after this, the word of the Lord came, througﬁp

President Joseph Smith Jun., that those who had entered the holy
place, must not leave the house until morning, but send for such
things as were necessary, and, alsao, during our stay, we must
czleanse our feet and partake of the Sacrament that we might be
made holy before Him, and thereby be qualified to officiate in
oy calling, upon the marvaow, in washing the feet of the Elders.

Accordingly we praceeded to cleanse ouwr faces and our feet,
and then proceeded to wash one another’s feet. Fresident Rigdon
washed President Joseph Smith, Sen., and Hyrum Smith. President
Joseph Smith, Jun., washed President Frederick G. Williams, and
then President Hyrum Smith washed Fresident David Whitmer’s and
Fresident Qliver Cowedery'’s feet. Then President David Whitmer
washed President William W. Phelps’ feet, and in turn President
FPhelps washed Fresident John Whitmer's feet. The Bishops and
their Counselors were then washed, after wHich we partoock of the
bread and wine. The Holy Spirit rested down wpon us, and we
continued in the Lord’'s House all night, prophesying and giving
glory to God.

Wenesday, 30.--At eight ='claock, according to appointment,



the Fresidency, the Twelve, the Sevenlties, the High Council, the
RBishops and their entire quorums, the Elders and all the official
members in this stake of Zion, amounting to abouwt three hundred,
met in the Temple of the Lord to attend to the ordinance of
washing of feetbt. I ascended the pulpit, and remarked to the
congregation that we had passed through many trials and afflic-
tions since the organization of the Chruch, and that this is a
year of jubilee to us, and a time of rejoicing, and that it was
espedient for us to prepare bread and wine suffoient to make our
hearts glad, as we should not, probably, leave this house until
moyning.

Tubs, water, towels were prepared, and I called the house
to order, and the Fresidency proceeded to wash the feet of the
Twelve, pronouncing many prophecies énd blessings upon them in
the pame of the Lord Jesus; and then the Twelve proceeded to
wash the feet of the Presidents of the several quorums. The
brethren began to prophesy upon each other's heads, and upon the
enemies of Christ, who inhabited Jackson county, Missouri; and
continued prophesying, and blessing, and sealing them with
hosanna and amen, until nearly seven o’clock in the evening.

The bread and the wine were then brought in, and T observed
that we had fasted all the day, and lest we faint, as the Saviar
did so shall we do on this ooccasiony  we shall  bless the bréad,
and give it to the Twelve, and they to the multitude. While
waiting, I made the following remarks: that the time that we
were required to tarry in Kirtland to be endowed, would be

fulfilled in a few days, and then the Elders would  go forth, and



@ach must stand for himself, as it was not necessary for them to
be sent out, two by two, as in  former times, but to go in all
mee@%@ss, in sobriety, and preach Jesus Christ and Him crucified;
not to contend with others on account of their faith, or systems
of religion, but pursue a steady course. This I delivered byt
way of commandment; and all who observe it not, will  pull down
persecution upon  their heads, while those who do, shall always
be filled with the Holy Ghost; this I pronounced as  a prophecy,
and sealed with hosanna and amen.

The Seventies are not called to serve tables, or preside
over churches, to settle difficulties, bhut are to preach the
Gospel and  build them up, and set others, who do not belong to
these guorums, to preside over them, who are High Friests. The
Twelve also  are not to serve tables, but to bear the keys of the
Eingdom to all nations, and unlock  the door  of  the Gospel to
them, and call upon the Seventies to follow after them, and
assist them. The Twelve are at liberty to go wheresoever they
will, and if any one will say, I wish to go to such a place, let
all the rest say amen.

The Seventies arexékhiberty to go to Zion if  they please,
or  go wheresoever they will, and preach the Gospel; and let
redemption of Zion be owr aobject, ancd strive to effect i1t by
sending up all the strength of the Lord’s house, wherever we
find them.

I then aobserved to the guorums, that I had now completed
the organization of the Church, and we had passed through all

the necessary ceremonies, that I had given them all the instruc-



tion they needed, and that they now were at liberty, after
chbtaining their licenses, to go forth and build up the Kingdom
of God, and that it was expedient for me and the Fresidency to
retire, having spent the night previously in waiting upon the
Lord in His Temple, and having to attend another dedication on
the morrow, or conclude the one commenced on the last Sabbath,
for the benefit of those of my brethren and sisters who could
not get into the house on the former coccasion, but  that it was
evpedient for the br@thren\tm tarry all night and worship before
the Lord im His house, (D.H.C. Z:429-432; F.W.J.5. 181-184;

T.P.J.S. 109-110).

3 AFRIL 1836
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1. The veil was taken from ouwr  minds, and the
eyes of ouwr understanding were opened.

2. We saw the Lord standing upon  the breastwork
of  the pulpit, before us;  and under his feet was a
paved work of pure gold, in color like amber.

3. His eyes were as a flame of fire; the hair of
his head was white like the pure snow; his countenance
shone above the brightness of the suny and his voice
was as  the sound of the rushing of great waters, even
the voice of Jehovah, saying:

. I am the first and the last; I am he whao
liveth, I am he who was slain; I am your advocate with
the Father.

5. EBehold, your sins are forgiven you; youw are
clean before me; therefore 1ift up your heads and
rejoice.

€. Let the hearts of your brethern rejoice, and
let the hearts of all my people rejoice, who have,
with their might, built this house o my name.

7. Fuor behold, I have accepted this house, and
my name shall be here; and I will manifest mysel f to
my peaple in mercy in this house.

8. Yea, I will appear unto my servants, and
speak unto  them with mine own voice, if my people will
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